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NORTH CAROLINA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 

 
REPORT OF THE REVIEW/OFFICIATING COMMITTEE 

 
The following action items were recommended by the Review/Officiating Committee to the full 
Board of Directors during the May 5-6, 2015 NCHSAA Board of Directors meeting: 
 
Committee Members:     Staff: 
Ron Butler – Chair     Mark Dreibelbis 
Sandy George – Vice-Chair     
Dennis Sawyer 
Reggie Peace 
Roger Morton 
Wendell Hall 
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

1. Incident & Penalty Report 
a. Recommendations:  Review and approve the comprehensive listing of incidents per 

school.  Fine(s) assessment will be included in this report. 
b. Rationale:  To detail the incidents and fines 
c. Budget Impact:  Varies; Schools are responsible for payment of fines 
d. Educational Impact:  Serves to educate and enforce the regulations of the NCHSAA 

Handbook 
e. Equity Impact:  Consistent for all schools and programs 
f. Effective Date:  Current date to payment of fines and reconciling school/sport account  

 
Approved ______  Denied ______    Tabled ______ 
 

2. Ejection Report 
a. Recommendation:  To view and approve the comprehensive breakdown of ejections 

per school and sport.  The report includes a summary of percentages of year-to-date 
versus previous year(s) infractions.  A breakdown by sport is also included in this 
summary  

b. Rationale:  To track the number of ejections in review of the NCHSAA Ejection 
Policy and its enforcement 

c. Budget Impact:  None 
d. Educational Impact:  Serves to reinforce the sportsmanship initiatives of the 

NCHSAA and its ongoing effort to provide quality athletic competition for positive 
educational outcomes 

e. Equity Impact:  Consistent for all schools and programs 
f. Effective Date:  Current date to end of 2014-15 school year 

 
Approved ______  Denied ______    Tabled ______ 
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3. Use of Drones Policy -- add to NCHSAA Handbook 4.1 or 3.2.2 

a. Recommendation:  The use of drones will be prohibited within the confines of 
stadiums, fields and arenas during NCHSAA contests.  This policy includes not only 
the restricted playing area of the venue(s), but also the physical confines of the entire 
stadium/field/arena structure.   

b. Rationale:  Safety and equity 
c. Budget Impact:  None 
d. Educational Impact:  None 
e. Equity Impact: None. 
f. Effective Date:  August 1, 2015 

 
Approved ______  Denied ______    Tabled ______ 

 
4. Handbook Regulation 3.2.2 (b) (8) – Require Escort for Officials in All Sports – see 

3.3.2(e) (4) 
a. Recommendation: Needs to be in place for all sports.  Currently only football, 

basketball and soccer.  Emphasis needs to be re-established for this protocol since 
numerous incidents were reported this past year of no post-game escorts in the current 
required sports and non-required sports per Handbook regulation 

b. Rational:  Recent incidents nationwide show the need to require escort for all 
officials, all sports. Vast increase in concerns voiced by officials of post-game 
contact/altercations with parents and fans 

c. Budget Impact:  Game administrator on site needs to be established for all events 
d. Educational Impact:  Safety and welfare for sports officials is important 
e. Equity Impact:  Same for all sports 
f. Effective Date:  August 1, 2015 

 
Approved ______  Denied ______    Tabled ______ 
 

5. Establish an Appeals Process for Persons with Felony Convictions -- add to 
NCHSAA Handbook 3.3.2(f) (12) NEW 
a. Recommendation:  Allow for persons with felony convictions to appeal to the 

Supervisor of Officials for eligibility re-instatement   
b. Rationale:  Persons have made restitution to society regarding non-violent convictions 

earlier in life.  Existing instances of persons having felony convictions over 20 years 
ago and are not eligible to make a positive impact on our program.  Would use the 
existing standard as follows:  All officials must adhere to standards of 
professionalism, including but not limited to any code of ethics that may be 
promulgated from time to time by the NCHSAA.  The NCHSAA may determine an 
official is ineligible to serve as an NCHSAA official on a temporary or permanent 
basis if the NCHSAA reasonably determines that initial or continued service as an 
NCHSAA official would be contrary to the letter or spirit of the NCHSAA’s mission or 
purposes. 

c. Budget Impact:  None  
d. Educational Impact:  None 
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e. Equity Impact:  None 
f. Effective Date:  June 15, 2015 

 
Approved ______  Denied ______    Tabled ______ 
 

6. Establish a Protocol for Weather Delays (Attachment R/O ) 
a. Recommendation:  The host school game administrator is ultimately responsible for  
 weather related delays/postponements of contests.  By NFHS rule, game officials  
 have the authority to delay/postpone games, but are not at the disposal of  
 lightning/weather radars available to game administrators.  Use of available  
 technology  should be utilized by the appropriate administrative personnel to  
 determine whether to continue or delay/postpone a contest 
b. Rationale:  Officials are in charge of the game and playing area.  Game administrators 
 have the responsibility of the entire venue, patrons, emergency action plans, etc.   
 Final authority should rest with the appropriate administrative personnel 
c. Budget Impact:  None.  Recommend all sites/contests utilize weather related  
 technologies  
d. Educational Impact:  Provide to AD’s and add to web site  
e. Equity Impact:  None  
f. Effective Date:  August 1, 2015  

 
Approved ______  Denied ______    Tabled ______ 
 

7. Approve Steve McNeill as  Regional Supervisor for the Triangle Football Officials 
Association  
a. Recommendation: Approve the Search Committee’s recommendation 
b. Rationale:  Process as outlined in the NCHSAA Handbook  
c. Budget Impact:  None  
d. Educational Impact:  None  
e. Equity Impact:  None  
f. Effective Date:  May 7, 2015   

 
Approved ______  Denied ______    Tabled ______ 
 

8. Approve (TBD) as Regional Supervisor for the Eastern Basketball Officials 
Association 
a. Recommendation:   Approve the Search Committee’s recommendation 
b. Rationale: Process as outlined in the NCHSAA Handbook     
c. Budget Impact:  None   
d. Educational Impact:  None  
e. Equity Impact:  None  

 Effective Date:  May 7, 2015  
 

Approved ______  Denied ______    Tabled ______ 
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9. Approve (TBD)  as Regional Supervisor for the Central Wrestling Officials 
Association 

a. Recommendation:   Approve the Search Committee’s recommendation 
b. Rationale: Process as outlined in the NCHSAA Handbook     
c. Budget Impact:  None   
d. Educational Impact:  None  
e. Equity Impact:  None  

  Effective Date:  May 7, 2015 
 

Approved ______  Denied ______    Tabled ______ 
 

10. Review of Eligibility Sanctions (Attachment R/O) 
a. Recommendation:  NO ACTION.  Discussion Only 

i. Review NCHSAA Handbook Penalty criteria regarding sanctions against    
             individuals or administrators as opposed to teams when eligibility      
             infractions are discovered 

ii. Review NCHSAA Handbook Penalty criteria regarding sanctions against    
             individuals for individual sport playoff berths – late entries after posted   
             entry deadlines 

 
Approved ______  Denied ______    Tabled ______ 
 

11. Approve Protocol to Utilize Video for Game/Post-Game Sanctions in Accordance 
with the NCHSAA Ejection Policy (Attachment R/O) 

a. Recommendation:  NO ACTION.  Discussion Only 
b. Points of Emphasis: Utilize available video for review to sanction players/teams 

on calls not reported by game officials 
i. We currently review video on appeal regarding ejections by officials.  Not  

reviewing video to ensure proper enforcement of the NCHSAA Ejection 
Policy has created situations of inequity of ejections or ejections not being 
enforced 

ii. Fights, persons leaving the bench(s), and flagrant contact/unsporting 
situations are not easy to identify by game officials.  The intensity of the 
situation and/or multiple situations of conflict result in players/teams 
going un-penalized 

   
Approved ______  Denied ______    Tabled ______ 
 
      12. Student Services 

a. Recommendation:  NO ACTION.  Discussion Only 
b. Points of Emphasis: Get Involved – Everything we do in Student Services is Positive! 
 i.   Student Leadership Conference report 
 ii.   Coach & Captain Retreat – fall of 2015 
 iii. DREAM Team trainings 
 iv. Coaching workshops – Role Modeling/Mentoring/Leadership 
 v. “Coaching Coaches:  Eliminating Sexual Violence Through  
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  Coaching Language” – Presentation in Illinois and NFHS Annual Meeting 
 vii. Project Unify 
 viii. Student Athlete Summer Institutes 

 
Approved ______  Denied ______    Tabled ______ 
 

13.  NFHS “Fundamentals of Coaching” Certification Update (Attachment R/O) 
c. Recommendation:  NO ACTION. Discussion Only 
d. Points of Emphasis: 

i. Reminder…all coaches must be NFHS certified by August 1, 2015 
ii. To date since May 1, 2012 – 13,623 coaches have received national 

certification. Many systems are going ahead and requiring all coaches to 
get certified.   

iii. Of 14,677 NFHS Accredited Interscholastic Coach certifications, North 
Carolina has 466 ranking us 7th nationally 

iv. Of 527 NFHS Certified Interscholastic Coach certifications, North 
Carolina has 61 ranking us 1st nationally 

 
Approved ______  Denied ______    Tabled ______ 



 

 

 
 

NFHS GUIDELINES ON HANDLING PRACTICES AND 
CONTESTS DURING LIGHTNING or THUNDER 

DISTURBANCES 
 

National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) 
Sports Medicine Advisory Committee (SMAC) 

 
These guidelines provide a default policy to those responsible or sharing duties for making decisions 
concerning the suspension and restarting of practices and contests based on the presence of 
lightning or thunder. The preferred sources from which to request such a policy for your facility would 
include your state high school activities association and the nearest office of the National Weather 
Service. 

 
Proactive Planning 

1. Assign staff to monitor local weather conditions before and during practices and contests. 
2. Develop an evacuation plan, including identification of appropriate nearby safe areas. 
3. Develop criteria for suspension and resumption of play: 

a.  When thunder is heard or a cloud-to-ground lightning bolt is seen, the leading edge of the  
     thunderstorm is close enough to strike your location with lightning. Suspend play for thirty  
     minutes and take shelter immediately.                            
b.  Thirty-minute rule. Once play has been suspended, wait at least 30 minutes after the last  
     thunder is heard or flash of lightning is witnessed prior to resuming play. 
c.  Any subsequent thunder or lightning after the beginning of the 30-minute count will reset the  
    clock and another 30-minute count should begin. 

4. Review annually with all administrators, coaches and game personnel. 
5. Inform student athletes of the lightning policy at start of season. 

 
For more detailed information, refer to the "Lightning Safety" section contained in the NFHS Sports 
Medicine Handbook. 
 
Revised and Approved October 2014 

DISCLAIMER – NFHS Position Statements and Guidelines  

The NFHS regularly distributes position statements and guidelines to promote public awareness of certain health and safety-related issues. Such 
information is neither exhaustive nor necessarily applicable to all circumstances or individuals, and is no substitute for consultation with appropriate 
health-care professionals. Statutes, codes or environmental conditions may be relevant. NFHS position statements or guidelines should be considered in 
conjunction with other pertinent materials when taking action or planning care. The NFHS reserves the right to rescind or modify any such document at 
any time.    
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