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HALL OF FAME NOMINEE

Name of Nominee: Julius Frazier Peppers

(first, middle, last)

Individual Submitting Nomination:
Name: Brandon Moree

Phone: 919-240-7367

Street Address: 222 Finley Golf Course Road

City, State, Zip Code: Chapel Hill, NC 27517

LU
Signed: ﬁf__rfr"’:_

Date: Nov. 14, 2023

Email: brandon@nchsaa.org

National High School Hall of Fame | Official Nomination Form | 4



NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET

Please Check Appropriate Nomination Category:

~1Athlete [1Coach . ]Official [ Administrator [] Performing Arts .| Others

Name of Nominee: Julius Frazier Peppers

(first, middle, last)

Current Address: C/O Bessie Brinkley (Mother) 3017 New Watkins Lane
(street address)

Raleigh, NC, 27616

(city, state, zip)

Email: CarlCoreyJr@gmail.com (agent)

Phone: 919-201-0096 Date of Birth: 1/18/1980
School Affiliation (if any) Southern Nash High School

City: Bailey State: NC
Place of Birth: Wilson, NC Date of Retirement: 2018

Is the nominee still active in any area of athletics or performing arts other than the category
for which he/she is being nominated? L_ Yes 2 No

If yes, please explain:

If deceased, date of death:

Name of Spouse or Closest Living Relative: Mother: Bessie F. Brinkley

Address: 3017 New Watkins Lane, Raleigh, NC, 27616

Phone: N/A
Schools Attended:
Name of School City and State Year Graduated | Degree
High School: Southern Nash High School Bailey, NC 1998 Diploma
College/University: University of North Chapel Hill, NC 2002 B.S.
Carolina at Chapel Hill
Post Graduate School: N/A N/A N/A N/A

_1 Small Portrait-type Photograph of Nominee Attached (to be used for news release, etc.)
_] Letters of Recommendation Attached
_] Newspaper and/or Other Supportive Material Attached
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ATHLETE

Athletic Participation in Senior High School [give complete details concerning specific
performances, years, records, etc. Please note the classification of the high school (A, AA, etc.)
and how many classes the state had in that sport.]

Julius Peppers attended Southern Nash High School in Bailey, NC. He played football,
basketball, and ran track at the 3A school (NC has 4 classifications). Peppers never played
football until his high school coach, Ray Davis convinced him to come out for the football team his
sophomore year. Peppers was 6' 7", 250 pounds and ran a 4.6 second 40-yard dash as a
sophomore, so naturally he chose to play running back. In his first seaons playing football,
Peppers rushed for 1,044 yards and 15 touchdowns on the varsity team. He finished his football
career at Southern Nash with 3,501 yards and 38 rushing touchdowns, catching six more scores.

Peppers was the Big Eight Conference Player of the Year in basketball in 1996, finishing his
career at Southern Nash with more than 1,600 career points, 1,000 career rebounds, and more
than 500 assists. Peppers was a four-event threat in track as well, participating in the triple jump,
shot put, 400 meters, and the 4 X 400 relay. He finished third in the state meet in the Triple Jump
in 1996 and was a part of the state championship 4x400 meter relay team from Southern Nash in
1998, helping the school win its first team State Championship in men's Track & Field program
history.

Peppers was the NCHSAA Male Athlete of the Year in 1998. He was a first-team Parade All-
American in 1997 (football), and was the football team's Most Valuable Player for three straight
years.

Honors (give complete details of high school and post-high school athletic honors and
achievements, awards, and recognition received as a result of high school achievements)

Peppers attended the University of North Carolina on a football scholarship and also played on
the University's Basketball Team. As a member of the Tar Heels 1999-2000 Final Four, he
averaged 15 minutes a game and just under 5 points per contest. Peppers is the only athlete to
play in both an NCAA Final Four and the Super Bowl. (Donovan McNabb was a part of a Final
Four team as a reserve, but did not see the floor at the Final Four as a walk-on reserve for
Syracuse). After two years of playing football and basketball at UNC, Peppers decided to focus
on football, where he ranks as 2nd all-time in school history with 30.5 sacks in his career.

His list of awards at the collegiate level is extensive:

- First-team AllI-ACC as a sophomore

- Led the nation in QB Sacks with 15 as sophomore (2000)

- Second-team All-American honors (sophomore)

- First team AIlI-ACC (junior) (2001)

- Unanimous First Team All-American (junior)

- Won 2001 Chuck Bednarik Award (Nation's top defensive player)
- Won 2001 Bill Willis Trophy (Nation's best defensive lineman)

Peppers went on to play professionally in the NFL, playing from 2002-2018, in three different
franchises. Peppers was drafed with the second overall pick by the Carolina Panthers in
2002, staying with the franchise through 2009, returning to the team from 2017-2018.
Peppers also spent time with the Chicago Bears (2010-2013) and the Green Bay Packers
(2014-2016).
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Much like his list of collegiate accolades, his lis of awards in the NFL is lengthy:
- NFL Defensive Rookie of the Year (2002)

- 3x First-team All-Pro (2004, 2006, 2010)

- 3x Second-team All-Pro (2008, 2009, 2012)

- 9x Pro Bowl selection

- NFL 2000s All-Decade Team

- NFL 2010s All-Decade Team

- Pro Football Writers Association (PFWA) All-Rookie Team (2002)

- 100 Greatest Bears of All-Time

- North Carolina Sports Hall of Fame inductee (2021

Other information (not previously listed)

Peppers is an outstanding humanitarian as well. He was nominated by the Carolina Panthers in
2018 for the Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year Award for his efforts in eastern North Carolina
after a pair of devastating hurricanes hit the state in the fall of that year. After retirement,
Peppers has been a regular contributor to three charities the Center for Community Transitions,
Girl Talk Foundation, and the Young Black Leadership Alliance.
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North Surry High School
Mark Byrd
Wilkes County Schools
Brian Carver
Enka High School
Chad Duncan
Gaston County Schools
Stephen Gainey
Randolph County Schools
Mark Garrett
Henderson County Schools
Sam Jones
West Stokes High School
Jerome Leathers
Southern Durham High School
Troy Lindsey
Gray’s Creek High School
Fred Lynch
Laney High School
Andy McCormick
Union Pines High School
Cathy Moore
Wake County Schools
Tod Morgan
C.B. Aycock High School
Bryan Tyson
Cabarrus County Schools
Tanya Turner
Perquimans County Schools
Larry Williford
Farmville Central High School
Affiliate Members
Vernon Aldridge
N.C. Athletic Directors Association
Elbert Lassiter

North State Football Officials Association

Joe Franks
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N.C. State School Boards Association

Burt Jenkins
N.C. Department of Public Instruction

Sportsmanship ® Developing Student-Athletes ® Equity * Fair Competition

Fair Play ® Honesty ® Integrity ® Respect
Thursday, November 10, 2022
Dear NFHS Hall of Fame Committee:

It is my honor to submit Julius Peppers from Southern Nash High School in Bailey,
North Carolina as a candidate in the athlete category for consideration of inclu-
sion in the NFHS High School Hall of Fame. North Carolina has a proud tradition of
high school athletics, and we firmly believe that Julius Peppers’ accomplishments
in high school, college, and professional athletics as well as his character, philan-
thropy, and his support of young people make him a highly qualified candidate for
inclusion as North Carolina’s first inductee in the athlete category.

Amazingly, Peppers never played football until his sophomore year in high school
when his school’s football coach, Ray Davis, talked him into coming out for the
team. What an incredible difference this decision and relationship made in the life
of Julius Peppers! Without the influence of Coach Davis talking Julius into playing
football the Carolina Panthers would never have reached the Super Bowl in 2003,
as Peppers was a disruptive force on that defensive team that went from worst
defense in the league in 2001, to second-best defensive unit in the league in Pep-
pers’ rookie season of 2002. Maybe without that nudge from Coach Davis in high
school, we still would never have seen an athlete play in both the Final Four and a
Super Bowl!

As a 6’7", 250 pound running back at 3A Southern Nash, Julius rushed for over
1,000 yards in his first season playing football and amassed more than 3,500 ca-
reer rushing yards and 44 total touchdowns. If you view the video, included in the
supporting materials as a link to a story from WRAL-TV, you'll find that Peppers
was a rare combination of power, speed, and grace at the running back position.

He also participated in basketball and track at Southern Nash. He helped the Fire-
birds Men’s Track Team to the school’s first team State Championship in the sport
in 1998. Peppers ran as a member of the school’s 4 X 400 Relay team that won
the 3A State Championship in the event by more than a second at 3:23.10. He also
finished second in the Triple Jump with a performance that spanned 46’ 10”.

Peppers was an outstanding basketball player for Southern Nash as well, scoring
more than 1,600 points and grabbing more than 1,000 rebounds during his career
at the school. He went on to play football and basketball at the University of North
Carolina, averaging 16 minutes per game on the Tar Heels 2000 Final Four team
under Bill Guthridge before choosing to focus on football after two years playing
both sports for the university.

[t is easy to see how high school athletics made an impact in the life of Julius Pep-
pers; and it is even more apparent how Julius is committed to making an impact
in young people’s lives as he seeks to give back to his community. Peppers was a
finalist for the NFL's Walter Peyton Man of the Year Award in 2018, selected by the
Panthers as their nominee for that prestigious honor, because of the charitable
work that Peppers did when two destructive hurricanes ravaged eastern North
Carolina in 2017.

Peppers is a regular contributor to his community, supporting three charities

that seek to support young people and families in our state. Peppers has donated

P.0. Box 3216 Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27515 | Phone 919-240-7401 | Fax 919-240-7399
www.nchsaa.org




to the Young Black Leadership Alliance and the Girl Talk Foundation, both groups empowering young leaders and
helping equip them to be successful in school and life. He has also been involved with the Center for Community
Transitions, a group that offers assistance to families dealing with someone who has been incarcerated.

As one of the top five members of the NFL's all-time sack list, a multi-sport athlete throughout high school and col-
lege, and a generous, active, and involved community leader, we believe that Julius Peppers’ accomplishments, life’s
work, and connection to Southern Nash High School more than qualify him for inclusion in the NFHS Hall of Fame.
[t would be my distinct honor as Commissioner of the NCHSAA to hang the NFHS Hall of Fame medallion on Julius
Peppers as the first individual from the athlete category from our great state to join this prestigious Hall of Fame.

Warmest Regards,

e " - l_n;.'_ . .
""g'-'"-'-'é:-r.- R

Que Tucker
NCHSAA Commissioner
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Bdb@ Ruth 'Smlﬂueast Regional Commiissioner James Fenland
right, listens as Kent Monigomery talks about Fleming Stadi-
ui. Joining the two are, from left, Babe Ruth District 4 com-
missioner Nathan Stallings and WCYAA director Mickey Davis.
Fleming is the proposed site for the Babe Ruth ages 13-15

Sowltheast Regional beginning in July.

(Photo by Phil Goble Jr.)

WCYAA takes biggest

step, to hos

By Phil Geble Jr.
Daily Times Sports Editor

For five days fthis summer, Wilson will
become the final step ito the World Series —
ithe Babe Ruith :ages 1:3:15'World Series, that
as.

The Wilson (County Youth Athletic Asso-
ciation was officially awarded the league’s
Southeast Regional
Tournament Satwur-
day in a ceremony
at ithe offfice of Aith-
lletic Director Mick-
ey Davis.

“‘Our onganization
has come a long
way in ithe last six
or seven years and
wiere meady for it,”
said Davis. “We
kmow we did mreal
well with the state
and district tounna-
ments Jlast year.
We’ve hosted a 9-10
state tournament in
Tar Heel (League) and a 15-17 state in Tar
Heel.

“Dhis is the biggest tounnament yet, but I
think we’re prepared for it.”

The event will run July 30-Aug. 5 and will
be played in Fleming Stadium. Alternate
sites will be used if weather interferes with
ithe double-elimination event.

“When you walk into Fleming Stadium,
ifs baseball; it shouts baseball,” said
Dayis, who hepes to use the Fike, Hunt and
Beddingfield high school diamonds for
practices. “%fs a great facility.”

t regional

The touwrnament will field nine teams —

Eastern North Carolina, Western North
Carolina, Tiennessee, defending champion
Virginia, Alabama, Georgia, South Caroli-
na and Florida. The final squad is an auto-
matic entry from the host league.

The winner advances to the Werld Series
in Little Rock, Ark., the week after the
Regional.

“As far as I’'m con-
cerned, this (Fleming
Stadium) is one of the
top fthree facilities
I’ve been in (for Babe
Ruth),” said Babe
Ruth Southeast
Regional Commis-
sioner and Interna-
tional Board Member
James Penland, who
represented  Babe
Ruth at the contract
signing. “We appreci-
ate Wilson County
being a part of Babe
Ruth. We'd like for
the people to come out to the ball park and
see some good games.”

Many area families may also have a rea-
son to go Fleming — Babe Ruth requires
all players to be housed in private homes
during the tournament.

That means the WCYAA is facing a
daunting challenge — to find rooms for
approximately 125 players.

“The biggest thing we take pride in is
host families,” said Penland. “We require

See Babe Burth, page 2B
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; WDT salutes Peppers

SNSH multi-sport star named Athlete of Year

By Phil Geble Jr.
Daily Tities SpoFts Editor
STANHOPE — For four years,
the name Julius Peppers has been

synonymous with Southern Nash |

athletics.

Tile 6-foot-7, 2504pound standout
excelled on the football field, bas-
ketball court and track, raising
eyebrows with every touchdown
run, two-handed slam, race and
triple jump.

From all-area teams to all-con-
ference squads, state and national
honors, Peppers, said his former

football coach and athletics direc- |
tor Ray Davis, has brought noth- |
ing but honor to the Class 3-A |
school in the tobacco fields of |

Nash County.
Monday morning, in front of

move than 300 classmates, teach- _
ers and family, Peppers brought

honor again, this time being  2y='(:

named the 1998 Wilson Daily
Times Athlete of the Year.
Peppers was
among more than 1,200 athletes at
11 area high schools that comprise
the Daily Times coverage area.
The graduating senior headed a

list that included Mark Strickland | .
and Jennifer Laughridge of Hunt;
Shemkia Reid of Fike; Antwane |

Yeelverton of Greene Central and
Roger Stone of Greenfield.

Peppers, the 25th recipient,
becomes the second straight ath-
lete from Southern Nash to be
honored, following Rikki Cockrell |
in 1997. He also ends a run of four .
female winners, becoming the ¥
first male named since Bedding- 3

field’s Corey Thomas in 1993.

“He is one of those individuals

that come along one in a million,”
said Davis, who coached Peppers
for three years in football. “You
don’t find too many people who
have that God-given ability and
are that good a person.”

Known as shy and quiet around |
campus, Peppers is by far that on |

the field of athletic competition.

In football, the son of Bessie |
Faye Brinkley and George Pep- %

chosen from .

pers rushed for 3,501 yards and = o

scored 38 touchdowns.

In 101 high school basketball

games, Peppers scored 1,661
points, hauled down 876 rebounds;
handed out 215 assists; had 151
steals; and blocked 142 shots.

On the track, he won the 1996

and 1998 N.C. High Schoaol Athletic

Assoeciation Eastern Regional

triple jump champienship and was

a national Junior Olympic long
See Peppers, page 2B

Southerm Nash’s Julms Peppers
. Wilsom Daily Times Athlete of the Year

Wanriors grind to first 3-A regional golf title

to finish the individual runner-n
@hoto by Tom

By Tom Ham
Executive Sports Editor

PINETOPS — The abun-
dant array of champi-
nnsh banners adorning

unt High School gym-
nasmm wall will seen
include the only one miss-
ing in the sport of golf.
NOW OWAs 2 region-
al championship.

Fhe Warriors, Big Eight
Conference champions in
all five years of the
league’s existence, grinded
down the stretch to add the
H;gh School Ametm

Hunt a state qualifier for fourth straight yean;
Demons>Parker earns fiirst trip to Chapel Hill

- | included the initials of their
J departed classmates and

| reminder, “that when you

N was among three players
not members of state-quali-

20N

dent Saturday evening. The
players painted around
their wrist a dark hand that

dedicated their regional

effort to their memory.
Senior Michael Hooks

said the wrist band was a

hit a bad shet, it’s not worth
getting mad about it.”
Fike senior Rob Parker

fying teams to earn a trip to
Chapel Hill. Parker guali-
fied mr his first state

Hune's Chyis MeKeel won a plavoff

b

N.C.
Eaerh

anship m their lengthy hi

day and m occasional light
rain at Maccripine Coun-

try Club.

G%qheﬂ by Jeff Best, Hunt posted a 309 total for its
low four individuals to th y for the NCHSAA 3-A
Ghampionship for the fourth consecufive year.

The Warriors trimmed North Lenoir of the Coastal
Conference. Led by medalist Matthew Denmark, a
junior, the Hawks carded a 311. Hunt and North Lenoir
were joined by Coastal Conference champion White
941( m seizing state herths. White Qak finished third at

M@m finished fourth at 333, followed by Southern
Nash at 335 Fike, in third place after pine holes, at
% Beddingfield at 343, Kinston at 344 and Havelock at

Beddingfield players dealt with the grief that result-
ed when fellow athletes/classmates Rebekah Anderson

am) 20d Benji Edmondson lost their lives in 2 traffic acci-

65}0;9'?5 j} '[)} Beddingfield golfers wore wrist bands ,
st iR memory of twe elassmates who died
of laurels on a cloudy Mon- j1 3 WweekEnd AH(8 A6EIAERE:

arance with a 39-39—78
was joined by fresh-
mﬁtlﬂt B@gg fslij%f ap{q Magam
with a 38-35—73 and sopho-
N e i more Mark Hale of Kinston

with a 373774

Rsnmﬂika Blnm&m the same group with senior Will
pe and junior Chris McKeel of Hunt, turped in a
mashmf- like 6[)@#9?&%%&9 in firing a 35-35—70, 1-yndex-
E:r over the 6,200-yard Massn{unf- layout that played at
ar-maximum difficult with testy pin placements and
faster-than-usual greens that had heen double-cut three
consecutive days.
Mckeel birdied the first hole of a sudden-death play-
off to best Eisner for second place. McKeel fashioned a
S—73 in a round that included two birdies. Without
a hirdie for his second straight round, Pope, headed fo
Eaﬁt Carglina University, came in with a 3&—?@
Warriors also counted a 41-38—79 fmm freshman
Scott delseyzer, while junior Taylor Lyon and sopho-

Mﬂtthw Denmaik of Novth Lenois

more Hyatt Field each shot 81. Senior Dwayne Baker fived a 70 to pace the regiomal fiehds

Ses Hunt: pags 28

(Photo, by, Tom, Fam),
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Babe Ruth
Southeastern
Regional set

(Continued from page 1B)
you put a minimum two (players)
to a home.

“That (finding families) is the
biggest challenge. Y:ears ago, that
wasn’t a problem. Now, parents
have become more cautious. It’s
getting tougher and tougher to get
homes.”

Players will be in homes any-
where from two to five days,
depending on how far their team
advances.

“That (housing) is a worry,”
said Davis, “but we’ve had a lot of
people volunteer and we’ll handle
it.”

And if they handle it —and the
rest of the tournament — well,
Davis and Penland agree a World
Series could be on WCYAA’s hori-
zon.

“Definitely,” said Davis of
WCYAA hopes of running a Wierld
Series. “If we were going to do a
tournament for a one-shot deal,
we wouldn’t do this.

“When this is over, we’ll sit
down and look at it. If we feel
we’ve done the job for Wilson
County and Babe Ruth, then the
letter will go in.”

Then the major fundraising will
begin. While the Southeast
Regional will cost WCYAA $2,500,
the World Series takes a commit-
ment of $40,000.

“Rest assured, it (WCYAA and
Fleming) meets all the require-
ments for a Wierld Series,” said
Penland.

The commissioner said the ear-
liest open date at the moment is
2001, but that could change if a
current site is unable to host.

Davis is certain the WCYAA
can live up to the responsibility.

*“No one is going to outwork us,”
he said. “Wilson County is base-
ball and what else best represents
baseball than a Wierld Series.

“It’s every kid’s dream to play
in a Babe Ruth Wrld Series. If
we do a good job, I think the
Wiorld Series is ours.”

That job begins in earnest July
30.

f Middle schools '

Cougars, Hawks

close with wins

Speight wrapped up its middle
school baseball schedule on a
winning note Monday, while Tois-
not did likewise Friday afternoon.

Cougars edge Cobras

SARATOGA -- Speight Middle
School concluded its season with
a 3-2 victory over visiting Spring-
field Monday afterneon.

The Cougars of coach Tom Rid-
dle closed with an 84 record as
Ryan Beamon drove in the win-
ning run with a triple in the bot-
tom of the sixth inning. Spring-
field forged a 2-2 tie with a run in
each of the fifth and sixth
innings.

Speight right-hander Michael
Thigpen pitched the win, allowing
two hits, walking three and strik-
ing out 11. Thigpen compiled a 62
record.

The Cougars, who struck for
two runs in the fourth inning, got
a hit each from Beameon, John
Coffey, Thigpen, Todd Exum and
Kevin Gardner:

Hawks blank Speight

Erie Morris and Travis Eatmon
crushed consecutive home runs
FYiday afternoon in a six-run,
fifth-inning rally as Toisnot fin-
ished an 84 season with an 80
victory over visiting Speight.

Merris’ shot was his seventh of
the season , while Eatmon
enjoyed a 2-for-2 day at the plate.
Ricky Webb was 3-for-4 with a
double for the Hawks.

Eatmon picked up the pitching
win by striking out 12 batters and
allowing only two hits.

Webber barred

UPPER MARLBORO, Md.
(AP) — Washington Wizards for-
ward Chris Webber on Monday
was barred by an administrative
law judge from driving in Mary-
land for 120 days.

The restrietion is punishment
for refusing to submit a blood
sample after a Prince George’s
County police officer concluded
Wiabber was driving under the
influence of marijuana in Janu-
ary.

Hunt corrals long-elusive regional crown

completed the lineup with a 92.

Best explained he did not men-
tion a regional championship as a
feat his Warriors must accom-
plish, but admitted, “ifs one I've
been thinking about for a long
time. Ifs the only banner we did-
n’t have in the gym for the golf
team.

“Of course, we wanted to quali-
fy (for the state finals), but we
wanted to do our best to try and
win the regional. We didn’t play
spectacular and we didnt make a
lot of putts. But we hung in there
and did what we had to do.”

The Wiarriors grinded through
the difficult Nos. 16-18 stretch.
McKeel and Pope each parred all
three layouts. Lyon and deKeyzer
each surged down the stretch.
Field played the first eight lay-
outs at I-over before struggling,
while Baker encouraged his team-
mates with a solid start.

“It was character at its best,”
Best said of the Warriors’ perfor-
mance.

Pope called a one-shot penalty
on himself and deKeyzer, despite
being a freshman, played with
the poise of a senior by taking an
unplayable lie rather than
attempt a shot of extreme risk on
three occasions.

Hunt golfers sensed they had
clinched a state spot, but were
uncertain of their regional-title
chances. The Warriors capitalized
when a North Lenoir golfer,
whose score counted, suffered a
triple bogey the final layout.

The Warriors, 3-A state champs

Fike’s Rob Parker
.. first-time state qualifier

in 1996, claimed the regional’s
final state berth last season and
Pope exclaimed. “I feel IO times
better out here than I did last
year this time.”

Pope and McKeel persevered
despite witnessing a dazzling
exhibition from Denmark, who
seldom missed a shot and putted
brilliantly from long-range in
putting together the regional’s
only under-par round.

Denmark birdied Nos. 2, 3 and

12 and was boosted by rolling in a
long, downhill putt on the treach-
erous No. 2 green. His bogeys
occurred at Nos. 9 and 17.

“l made really long putts at
Nos. 2 and 11 and the one at No. 2
got me started,” said Denmark. “I
hit the ball great. To play this
course, you just had to control the
ball and two-putt.

“I was excited, but I was kind of
nervous because of great players
here like MicKeel. I haven been
playing that well lately and I did-
n’t want to play badly in the same
group with him.”

The Hawks also got an 80 from
Denmark’s freshman brother;
Stephen; an 85 from senior Brent
Pelletier, a top-10 regional finish-
er in 1997; and a 76 from senior
Dusty Harrison.

White Oak was paced by senior
Lance Oliver, last year’s regional
runner-up, with a 78.

Parker is state-bound despite
problems at Nos. 16 and 18 (4-
over),

“This was pretty much my
main goal,” Parker said of his
state opportunity. “But | wasn’t
sure I made it and I didn* want to
go and get happy —and then find
out I didn'. I hit it great until No.
16.1 hadnt hit it that good all sea-
son and I wasn’t putting bad. But
I didnt think I was going to make
it and, when I got in, I was not
happy with the way I played.”

Parker was a lot happier after-
wards.

And Eisner, a tough-minded
freshman, was not disappointed

Football

All-Big Eight Conference
3 years

WDT All-Area
3 years

Shrine Bowl
1997-98

Parade All-American
199798

Basketball

All-Big Eight Conference

4 years
Big Eight Conference
Player of the Year
199596
WDT All-Area

4 years

WDT Player of the Year
1996-97

Honorable Mention All-
State
199798

Track

Regional Triple Jump
champion
1998, 199

Junior Olympic long jump
finalist
1996

All-Big Eight Cemiference
3 years

(Graphic by Phil Goble Jr.)

Peppers is top WDT athlete

(Continued from page IB)

jump finalist (1996). Currently,
Peppers competes in the shot put,
triple jump and runs the third leg
of the Eastern Regional-champi-
onship 400:meter relay for the
Pirobird

“I dont think anyone can ques-
tion Julius’ commitment to South-
ern Nash athletics,” said boys
track coach Alton Tyre. “I'm
going to have some great memo-
ries of him. He’s been a tremen-
dous asset for this program.”

An asset that has been on dis-
play almost continually since he
began competing as a freshman.

In his first year, Peppers par-
ticipated in basketball, track and
Junior Olympic track.

With no break, the rising
sophomore then played football,
basketball, track, Junior Olympic
track and Amateur Athletic
Union basketball.

As a junior, Peppers played
football and basketball before
deciding to skip track for the sea-
son and summer. It was his first
atliletic break in nearly three full
years.

Peppers’ final season may have
been his best —Parade All-Amer-
ica in football with more than
1,200 yards rushing; honorable
mention all-state after averaging
double-figures in scoring and
rebounding; the intimidating fac-
tor of a track team with more
than a fair shot at winning the

state championship.

He was also named the NCH-
SAA Male Athlete of the Yiear last
week.

“I always thought I was one of
the best, but I never proclaimed
myself that,” said Peppers, who
has signed a national letter-of-
intent to play football at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. “It feels funny right
now. I'm starting to realize it
(high school career) is almost
over. When I came here as a little
kid, they weren’t that goed. 1
thought, maybe, I'd have a
chance to make it (Southern
Nash) better.”

That, he has done with style.

In his career, Southern Nash
returned to the football playeffs
and captured an NCHSAA sec-
tional championship in basket-
ball. The track team has been
proclaimed an Eastern Regional
champion and, come Friday
afternoon, could be proclaimed
the 3-A state champ.

But for all his talents and abili-
ties, Peppers said the real heroes
are the men and women who
coach the Firebirds.

“They treat everybody the
same way,” he said. “They don’t
care how good you are; they just
want the best person playing
sports. They did everything the
right way.”

The right for Peppers started in
the ninth grade with Brian Foster,

then an assistant and the recent-
ly-named successor to Davis as
head football coach for the Flire-

birds.
“When I was in ninth grade, he
told me he knew I’d have the

chance to play college sports,”
said Peppers. “He helped pick me
up after a bad game. He was
there to just talk. He helped my
confidence out a lot.”

Also there to pred and direet
was Peppers’ mother, Bessie

®.

“She just stayed on me all the
time about doing right and
wrong,” Peppers said. “When she
would say, no, I used to get mad;
now I see it was all the best for
me.”

And that has made Peppers the
best he can be —not just for him-
self, but for his school and his
county.

“I think just the character he
has and what he’s done for Seuth-
ern Nash is incredible,” said boys
basketball coach Rick Ruffin.

“It’s amazing to see somebody 6-7
and 250 pounds do some of the
things he does.

“More importantly, he’s stayed
on track and gotten an education.
I'm glad to be associated with
and coach the type of player he is.
I'm going to miss him as a per-
son; he’ll be a good memory for
Southern Nash.”

And, with size 19 feet, Peppers
will leave big shoes to fill for all

.
3-A regional golf results
N C. HIGH SCHOOL SQUTHERN NASH (335)
ATHLETIC Gorham Bradley 40-42 82
Cilass 3-A Whitley 454r — 86
EASTERN REGIONAL Michael Strickland 4547 — B2
Golf Josh Floyd 40-41 81
Justin Carter 52-47 00
(at Maccripine Country Club Derrick Hopkins 44-42 ~ 86
TOP INDIVIDUALS FIKE (336)
Matthew Denmark, N Lenoir 35-35 70 Rob Parker 38-39 78
Chris McKeel, Hunt BN - 7 William Shreve 43-43 86
"Bien Eisner, Manteo e - 1 John Ream Watston 40-46 ~— B6
"Miark Hate. Kinston 37437 =— M Clint O'Hara 42-44 86
"Riob Parker. Fike 393 — 78 John Shreve 46-45 o1
Will , Hunt 3838 — 78 Walker Abney 44-43 87
Dusty Harrison, North Lenoir - BEDDINGFIELD
Scott deKeyzer, Hunt 4138 — Brad Perry 41 -
‘Matt Pullen Kinston 4337 — &0 ‘Mike Hooks 4440 — M
Jim Dubovec 49-45 :
‘HUNT (309) Patrick McMahon d348 —
Chris McKeel anE - N Justin Webb 41-42 83
}Ml Pope 4!;: - H Shane Davis 48-51 9
Scott deKeyzer 4138 — 79 KINSTON (344)
Hyatt Field 3942 — 81 Mark Hale 37-37 74
Dwayne Baker 49 = Brandon Weils 47-46 — 93
Deepa 52-45 97
2 T e o
SNORTH LENOIR (311 J. -
Matthew De; E:u - 2 mm” 43-37 80
Dusty Harrison W3 — T8 HAVELOCK
Dean Cox -4 — M Teddy Neuhaus 41-43 84
Stephen Denmark 38-42 - 80 Corbett Norris 54-52 106
Brandon Grant §1-87 — 108 Rob Hillary 45 ~— 108
e e |
SWHITE OAK - =
Otiver o — 7w A was 92
Kris Nelson 4438 - B2
Brian Cone 42-42 - B4
Cliff Ray 41-40 — 81 INDIVIDUALS
Evan Erwin 4542 — & John Yates, Pender 4140 - 81
Ryan Brown %42 - 81 William Jemigan, Hertford Cty. 4145 = 86
Ashley Davis. C B Aycock 46-42 88
MANTEO Iﬂl‘la Joseph , Pender 4548 -m 93
Ben Eisner 3 = 73 Spencer Pake 834 — 0
f an &mgﬂdﬁ 2’; = g Enﬂd Cummings, SW 52-52 —Dlh%
Matt Ottario — 98 .Iluﬁn Hagee, Washington DQ
Ryan iy = N i
‘Sean Olds 47-46 -~ 93 * — State-qualifying teams
= — State-qualifying individuals

over his playoff loss to McKeel,
who hit the par-5 layout in two
shots and for birdie.

“I had heard a lot about him
being a good player,” Eisner said
of McKeel, “and I am pretty excit-
ed. I just came out and felt my
way around. I stuck a lot of shots
close. It worked out pretty good.”

Neither could Matthew Den-
mark complain about North

Lenoir’s runner-up finish.

“] am really excited about us
going to the state,” he said. “I
think we gave Hunt a good run.”

Now Humt’s focus is toward
Chapel Hill.

“We've still got a little unfin-
ished business,” Pope said. “I can
look back on winning this region-
al the rest of my life, but [ am
looking forward right now.”

Athlete destined
to become special

From the freshman moment
he stepped onto the basketball
court for his varsity debut,
Julius Peppers was destined to
become special.

His tall, powerful frame
implied, “I am going to be bad
(awesome).”

Pretty soon, onlookers were
anticipating an explosion from
this youngster within a man’s
body

Thus proceeded an argumenta-
tive career in the sports of bas-
ketball, football and track.

Peppers accomplished plenty
—rushing for over 1,000 yards in
football three consecutive sea-
sons, accumulating over 3,500
yards and attaining All-America
status; pouring in over 1,500
points and snaring over 800
rebounds, and being proclaimed
the Big Eight Conffierence Player
of the Yiear in basketball; and
excelling in the triple jump and
emerging as an impressive
relays performer in track.

Tile aforementioned accolades
only brush the surface. And, as
graduation approaches, the hon-
ors are piling up. In a span of
less than a week, Peppers has
been saluted as the N.C. High
School Athletic Association male
Athlete of the Yiear and The Wil-
son Daily Times Athlete of the
Year. More recognition is forth-
coming.

Attesting to his potential and
ability is the prompt willingness
of the University of North Caroli-
na at Chapel Hill to ofifer him a
football scholarship — which he
accepted. The stipulations
include allowing him to try bas-
ketball.

Iy earn a scholarship with
such a top-flight program as the
one at North Carolina is, in
itself, remarkable. And to sug-
gest Peppers is athletic enough
to play both football and basket-
ball in the esteemed Atlantic
Coast Confference is astonishing.

But did Peppers do enough?
Could he have accomplished
more?

Actually, Southern Nash’s most
celebrated athlete never went
about prep sports with an *“1 am
bad” persenna. His demeaner
was always laid-back, tolerant
and perhaps censiderate of his
teammates and oppesition. He
shunned attention and the spot-
light.

Gradually, Peppers displayed
more of a willingness to take
charge and, sometimes, was
fmc“llm into that rele. When that
was the case, opponents were in
big trouble. The involvement of
his teammates always seemed a
top priority.

Southern Nash head boys bas-
ketball coach Rick Ruffin points
out that Peppers’ contribution
were multiple. He ranked among
the team leaders in scoring,

Executive Sports Editor

rebounding, assists, steals and
blocked shots.

Perhaps, at times when he
should have been thundering
over and dominating foes and
ruling the backboards, Peppers
was conscious of involving his
teammates.

His status as a powerful run-
ning back was obvious on the
gridiron. Peppers also displayed
breakaway capabilities.

Smaller defenders must have
felt their prayers had been
answered when the Firebirds’
showcase back ran wide and
afforded them an opportunity to
tackle from an angle and go for
the feet, instead of having to
deal with his brute force
straiglt-on.

On the track, Peppers was
blessed with the ability to con-
tribute in about every event.

The multi-sport star ended his
prep football career with a
name-taking, butt-kicking exhibi-
tion —the type of display easily
envisioned for him.

His basketball farewell was
less glorious. Peppers struggled
against an aggressive, physical
sophomore from East Chapel
Hill. That night in Southern
Nash’s first-ever appearanee in
the 3-A Eastern Regional was
one of his longest.

But Peppers bounced back and
kept his promise to coach Alton
Tyre to compete in track his
senior season. Tyre says he
never ceases to be amazed by
Peppers’ feats.

Onlookers won’t soon forget
his performance in the 400:meter
relay in the Big Eight G@lﬁqr
ence championship meet. Pep
pers, running the third lﬂ?w
the baton several mete
the front-runner and simply
blitzed him.

“How’s that for athleticism,”
said an admiring Tyre.

Perhaps many that followed
Peppers were not certain of what
to expect from him because of
not being qualify te measure oF
appreciate his abilities.

Affiter all, they were watchinga

6-foot-7, 2454peund athlete who
perfnrmed with the versatility
and agility of an athlete whe
stood 60 and weighed 180.

Southern Nash athleties
stepped another level dur:
Peppers’ four years but ¢
be that he will be most remem-
bered for being too unselfish. \
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attitude that prevailed throughout
the meet High’s surprise second
place finish in the 200 dash turned
Tyre’s worried anticipation into a
victorious grin. However, High's
performance (he set the school
record with a time of 21.96 in the
trials) was just the cap on a day
that saw Southern athlete’s rise to
the ocassion time and again.

“We came into the meet not

o waturday, May 16, 1998 ey e
1 uE Wikson Dany T os Spﬂl’ts
Tap 10 So. Nash wins with total package
: S o8 L. Southern Nasdh......c.. ocii.r. 700 By Scott Joties
2 VA & 3. Gieensboro Dudiey N nrra il Daily Tites Staff Writer
b % ' 3. Durham Hillside ..........35 | i o3 b traek saie
e 4. North Buncombe ... ... 34 SIS, SO e Sast Mk, O 0
: “ 5. T.C. RODBISON v virnansIF | Moreoften than oo, he N.C_High
6. East Rowan ......... viiir..26 team title is more representative of
6. Kings Mountain . . .. v 26 | e e Tt 2 ree gouee of

8. Havelock ..vvvvovevvnne vonrnnns22
9l Rwale Bebebedodededecvote” "ololol-'a"lg
10. North Gaston .....

Sountthern Nash’s Arthur Deans, left, and SounithWest Edgecombe’s Deshawn
Richardson race to the 110smeter hurdles finish. Deans won the event and
(Photos by Grant Reberson)

Richardson took second.

Demons
advance

By Jay Mumford
Daily Times Staff Writer

FUQUAY-VARINA - Fike High
Scheol’s version of “Mundener’s
Reow” eame to ithe rescue Friday
might in pounding out eut a 15-12
win over Fuquay-Vanina in a sec-
ond round game iin ithe N. (C. High
School Athletic Association’s 3-A
baseball playoffs.

ILed by ithe home run power of
seniors Brandon Godwin, Gerry
Guimes and Jon Stancil, the
Demons ovencame erratic pitch-
ing in advancing to the Eastern
semifinals at home Tuesday night
against Southern Durham, a 53
winner over Washington.

File (1610), the Big Eight Con-
ference co-champion and Ne. I
§ssd, Qut 18 hits and

them all to offset a com-
Fnimsl mound effort which pro-
duced six wild pitches and four

passed balls.

Fuguay-Yarina (17+6), the Five
County Conference’s champion
and No. 1 seed, fared badly as

well, releasing eight wild pitches,
five by losing right-han-
der Neil Soars in 2 five-run, sixth-

aing Fally. I
Fike meyer trailed, although a
fifth-inning error allowed the
Bengals to eventually score four
unearned runs and tie, 88 The
Golden Demons held leads of 51,
O it sl sad Golde
Was a 57 said Golden
Demons’ head coach Will Flow-
£rs. “No jlead was safe, beeause
this game fhad 2 lot of stuff in it.
ﬁﬁm&m&é it was ugly; some-
A WS pretty.”

ikes decisive rally started
With center mer Brent Bissette
Vadng, ; 4o second on
4 i pitch ?Hd scoring on God-
Win's fouxth hit, a single to center.
03s, Who had come on in
5, .?f right-handed reliever
exemy Eatten, hecame unglued,
Mkﬁéﬁm another wﬂé h,
e
0 left by Stancil. Ghis
and sepior Justin Toms

X sﬂ copsecutive singles, then

me%mm e 12
FIKE FUQUAY-VARINA
AB R HBI ABR HBI
Mason, dh 6 0 0 Carroll, 20 2 2 10
Wilson. 2b 0 1 0 Faucette, f 5 0 3 2
Davis, p 0 Cotten, 3b-p2 1 1 1
Bissette, cf 4 ¢ Ryan, 1bp 3 1 10
Bass, f 0 O | Soars, p 10 00
B.Gdwn;ff:p4 « 2« - Smith, p-3b3 2 00
Grimes, b & 3 Ellis, ss 50 25
Stancil, ¢ 4 1 4 Matthews, #1561 2 1
Harrell. 3b 6 1 » Walton, C O:0; 00
Toms, If 6 1 Griffen,c¢ 4 1 10
Bk.Gdwn, ss4 Evans,p 00O 00
[Eldrdge,p-2b3 Stphnson, cf2 0 0 0
King,ph 1 1 00
Totals 39 1518 10 Totals 3312 M9
Score by jinnings:
N S T i .392 126 32 — 15
Fugquay-Varina .. 103 042 3 — 1

[E—Cotten, Ryan, Grimes. DP—Fike 1,
FuquZ?g Varina 1. LOB—#Fike 6, Fugua éVarlna

—NMatthews, Ellis. HR—Bn odwm
Ellis, Staneil, Grimes, Matthews. SB—
Eldr.edge Stephenson 2, Carroll. F—
Eldredge.

P H R ER BBSO

Eldreéns 4 7 8 §4 ; “.31
Davis 52) A 1 | ]
Godwm 2 4 |
Smith 213 6
Cotten 2113 6
Soars (L. 1 1-3) 5
Ryan il 2

WPR-S El Cotten 2,
share o B Gotuin & Ry Eas:a'ﬂiﬁ'i
priaceeded to score as three more
of Sears’ pitches soared over the

head of Bengals’ catcher Joe
Grifffen

“We certainly hurt ourselyes
vith the wild pitches.” Fuquay-
Varina head coach Milton Senter
said. ‘But we didn’t expect Fike
o hit m@ ball as well as they did

R NG g hove e
pi get their big guys out.”

Stancil was ene of Fike

st guys, enjoying a 4+ford

with four RBL Godwin, whe
belted 2 three-run homer in the
thixd inning, alse went 4+for4 for
the Golden Demons, whe equaled
their fartherest adyance in the
playoffs at the 3-A level.

Harxell, freshman Brock God-

win and Bissette added two hits
mh for the Golden Demons.

Fhe surge left the Golden
Demens with 3 138 lead, and the
F..eﬂgals never came closer than

afterward, much to Senter’s
m“"”“m ad comiag it

le coming 3 s&mmg
(Golden Demons),” he said.

-‘mﬁt we mﬂm never come Far
enough. I thought we had twned
the corner when we tied the game
in the fifth, but they got that big
rally in the sixth, and there we

See Fike, page 2B

meter rela\N.

.Hﬁ_ﬁt piteher Jessica Tedder

struek aut IR

(Rhoto by Tom Ham)

e e - —

depth ahd overall superiority. Howev-
ef, Friday at N.C. State’s Paul Derr
track. Southern Nash showed the rest
of the state that, indeed, it has the
total package in rolling to the school’s
first ever track state championship.
Southern, whose previous best
state finish was 8th in 1995, blasted
the competition just as it has all year, |
with this performance being much
more impressive since it came
against the best the state has to offer
The Firebirds rolled to 76 team points,
easily outdistancing runner up
Greensboro Dudley’s 45. Rounding out
the top five were long-time 4-A power-
house Durham Hillside (35), North |
Buncombe (34), and last year's cham- |
pion. Skyland TC. Roberson (33).
Fike posted the next highest finish |
for area schools, amassing 16 points
to finish tied for lith. Southwest
Exgecumbe rode Deshaun

sons

ﬂM".rnts rmgbytymgfﬂr3" hwith
“It’s been a team effort all year

knowing for sure we could win, but
Coach Tyre had us believing,”
High said. “We just ran with every-
thing we had, and it all just fell
~ into place."”

Senior Demaryland Cooper
.| could not match last week's region-
al championship performance of 6
feet-10 in the high jump, instead he
settled for runner-up status with a
leap of 6-8 He more than made up
for that slight regression, however,
by posting career-best perfor-
mances rh both the long and triple
jumps. Cooper, a Western Carolina
recruit, soared 22-7 to place fourth
in the long jump, then bounded 45-
1 to take fifth in the triple jump
Peppers, the NCHSAA Athlete of
the Year, nearly matched his
career best with a leap of 46-10 to

Southiern Nash coach Alton Tyre Roversons William Montgomery
mthem raises his hands im vietory after

e mgﬂé] jod it being doused with a water cooler
by lhiis athietes.

the meet's MVF. won each of the
three events.

Southern took on the look of a
winner with a blistering perfor-
mance in the 800 relay. Tile unit of
Gary, Jones, High, and Deans,

long,” proud Firebirds head coach
Alton lyre beamed. “It helped us hav-
ing an all-around program. Roberson
did well in the field, but couldn’t
score much on the track. Dudley was
strong on the track but didn’t have
any field events. But we had them

both — track and field. We had the =

total package.”

Evidence that the Firebirds indeed poss-
esed the total package is that Southern
could roll to such an easy team victory
while winning just two events after having
qualified in 16 of the 18 events. However,
second, third, and fourth places proved to
be Firebird Country, and the rest of the
state quickly found out that those points
can add up in a hurry.

Southern’s only individual champions
was senior Arthur Deans. Deans edged a
very familiar competitor, Richardson, to
win the IGDhurdles. Both runner’s posted a
14.2 second hand-time performance, but
Deans won with the lean. Deans tripped on
a hurdle in last year’s regionals and did not
qualify for the 110’s, his specialty, and that
trip up proved to be this year’s motivating
factor.

“I was making up for lost time,” Deaus
said of his personal victory. “This is a great

| Track Friday.

son.

ference rival Bertie.

the sixth inning.

SN girls take 2nd

From staff reports

RALEIGH — Led by a champl—
onship performance from the 800-
meter relay team, Southern Nash fin-
ished the N.C. High School Athletic
Association Class 3-A girls track run-
ner-up for the second straight year
on N C. State University’s Paul Derr

TC. Roberson was again the state
champion with 66 points, followed by
the Ladybirds of coach Brian Foster
with 58. Going into the 1,600-meter
relay, the final event, Southern Nash
could have shared the title by finish-
ing three positions ahead of Rober-

Tresha Hunter, Meka Battle, Feli-
cia Harris and Thomasina Parker
comprised the Ladybirds’ 800 relay
that posted a first-place time of one
minute, 42.2 seconds.

Fike also claimed a state champi-
on in junior Tiffany Smith, who
scorched the 300-meter intermediate
Southern Nash’s Felieia Hﬂrriq runs hﬂﬂﬁs ﬁl(:;l&i with atf;mhe af;HSZ‘

il tailed report of the girls’ cham-
a leg of the state championship 800- pionship meet will appear in Mon-
(Photos by Grant Roberson) qay S D;“ly Tlmgs Spﬂrts sgctm

Lady Warriors
oust Bertie, 3-2

By Tom Ham

Executive Sports Editor
WINDSOR — Hunt returned to the scene of its poorest
!998 outing to turn in one of its sharpest performances on
%rgmus Friday afternoon.
'he effort was enough to boost the Lady Warriors of
hﬁ%ﬂ coach Teresa Allen into the third round of the N.C.
% h School Athletic Association Class 3-A fast-pitch soft-
ball playoffs for the first time in the 20-year history of the
softhall program with a 3-2 squeaker over Big Eight Con-

P g

‘All these guys have worked so hard since they've
been here, it really makes me proud to see them
achieve such an outstanding accomplishement.”

— Alton: Tyre
Southern Nash boys track coach

way to end my senior year. We knew7com-
ing in we were the favorites, but we still had
to prove it. And we did.”

Southern’s other win came in the 1600
relay, proving to be a fitting finish for the
Firebirds' dream season. Dudley took the
early lead and seemed intent on preventing
Southern from beginning its celebration
with a championship in the final event.
However, Southern’s unit, consisting of Cor-
nelias Gary. Brian Jones, Julius Peppers,
and Derrick High would neot be denied
(High in particular) and battled back to
win by nearly a full second with a time of
3:23.1.

“We knew that even with the 4-by-4 we
would win the meet,” said High, a junior
that Tyre considers the heart and soul of
the team. “But finishing second, that didn’t
satisfy us, so we had to win the 4-by-4.”

High typified Southern’s overachiveing

Hunt, 153 and victorious in 15 of its last 16 games, con-
quered the Lady Falcons for the second time in three
meetings this season in reaching the Eastern semifinals
on the road Tuesday at 7 p.m. against Charles B. Aycock,

a 6-2 winner in eight mnlngs over Washington Friday. The
Lj}(}y Warriors and Bprtle, which concluded 146, dead-
locked for second place in the regular season,

The Lady Warriors, the Big Eights No. 2 seed, con-
structed a 30 lead and withstood a Bertie bunting spree in

The Lady Falcons, making their first fast-pitch playoffs
*H’R@%mnsp and qualifying for the softball
first time in seven years, did not resort to the bunt in

See Hunt, page 3B

postseason for

which had already shattered the
school record last week, re-set the
school record with a blistering
time of 1:27.78, good for a close
second behind Dudley.

Deaas posted a runner-up show-
ing in the 300 hurdles after setting
a school record with a time of 39.4
in the trials.

“All these guys have worked so
hard since they’ve been here, it really
makes me proud to see them achieve such
an outstanding accomplishement,” Tyre
said “We’ve worked since Day One with the
goal of wining a state championship. All
the time, all the effort has really paid off.
These kids sacrificed a lot to be here. They
don’t have the fancy cars that other kids do
because they practice instead of weorking.
They gave up a lot for this team, and it real-
ly is good to see all that hard work pay off
with something like this.”

The only other area hurrah came when
Fike’s Tim Wells came from nowhere to
sprint to victory in the 400 dash. Wells was
seeded just sixth coming into the finals, but
he blazed past the field coming out of the
last turn, outstriding Burlington Williams
to the line with a time of 50.05.

Fike’s Tiff&my Smlth lea.ms over a
hurdle in the 300-meter finals. Swmith
wom the title.

Inside....

C.B, Aycock triumphs
over Washingtom, 6-2,
in 3-A softball 2B,

Greenfield; advanees
to the NCISAA givls
soeeer championshin
wiih a win over Cay-
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Fike’s Whitaker Askew smashes a shot during his championship

victory Saturday aftermoon.

Fike makes best of second chance

'h X
WAN NS

(Photo by Jay Mumford)

By Jay Mumford

Daily Times Staff Writer

Fike’s
dilemmas Saturday afternoen.

tournament.

Limoping, Sweden.

2 seed.

bles advanced

day.

1 en Demons ladder:
Al

v ) in pretty good shape.”

The final five games were a testa-
ment to Askew’s efforts. Hampered by
cramping muscles, he staved off a rally

Golden Demons rides batsyDavis”arm to Big Eight top seed

By Phil Goble Ju.
Daily Times Sports Editor

Fike High missed an opportunity to
sew up the Class 3-A Big Eight Conffer-
ence regular-season title when it slipped
at archrival Hunt two weeks ago.

Saturday night, the Golden Demons
did not let a second chance get away.

Behind an eight-hit offensive and the
pitching of right hander David Davis, the
Golden Demons wrapped up the league’s
top seed in the N.C. High School Athletic
Association playoffs with a 4-0 victory
over the visiting Warriors.

The contest became necessary when
both finished the Big Eight tied for first
with 104 worksheets.

The co-champions get home games in
the first round Tuesday night — Fike
entertains Durham Hillside while Hunt
welcomes Southern Durham. Both games
are set for 7 p.m.

“We should have won over at Hunt,”
said Fike senior second baseman Matt
Eldredge. “We felt we shouldn’t have had
to play this game tonight.”

But play they did — in every aspect of
the game.

In the field, Davis was king of the hill.
Using a fastball and curveball, the junior
befuddled Hunt batters most of the night,
striking out nine while walking just
three. He hit one batten:

“He’s got a good curveball and a good

fastball and he blended
them well tonight,” said
Fike head coach Will Flow-
ers, whose team: improved
to 14-6 overall.

The Wiarriors had both
their hits in the first inning
and had their biggest threat
in the second, when they
loaded the bases.

That, however, was all the
offense Hunt could muster.

Davis worked out of the g

bases loaded jam with a
strikeout — an out that

PIRE
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Whitaker Askew had two

His first one would be whether he
would have the stamiina to play three
singles matches in one day in the N. C.
High School Athletic Association’s
Class 3- A Eastern Regional boys tenmnis

The junior’s second dilemma was
where to put the wall chart, signifying
his march to the championship, punc-
tuated by a 76 (7-5), 64 victory over
top-seeded junior Henrik Teiwik of
White Oak, an exchange student from

Beddingfield’s No. I doubles team of
Lee Vaughn-Beaty Bass failed to match
the No. 2-seeded Askew’s title accom-
plishment, falling 6-2, 6-1 in the finals
to Wiashington’s top-seeded duo of Vin-
nie Maurizzio-David Cook. Vaughn-
Bass entered the tournament as the No.

The semifinalists in singles and dou-
to the NCHSAA 3-A
championship at the Burlington Recre-
ation Tennis Center Friday and Satur-

“I wasn’t worried about playing three
matches in one day,” said Askew, who
occupies the No. I position on the Gold-
“Coming into the
finals, I didnt feel tired. I felt like I was

7 opened the second
with a double, went
to third on a single

Sponts
M Askew grabs crown

Fike jumior beats Neo. I seed to win regional

3-A results

N. C. HIGH SCHOOL
ATHELTIC ASSOCIATION
Class 3-A
EASTERN REGIONAL
Tennis Tournament
(on Wilson Rec. Courts)

SINGLES
Quarterfinals
(No. 3 seed) Jeremy Jones (Kinston) d Anil
Vernia (Fike), 6-2, 6-4; (No. 2 ) Whitaker Askew
(Fike) d. Marcus Jones (Washington), 6-0, 6-0

SEMIFINALS
(No. 1) Henrik Teiwik (White Oak) d. J. Jones, 6-
0, 7-5; Askew d. (No. 4) Braxton Patterson (South-
ern Nash), 6-1. 6-1.

FINALS
Askew d. Teiwik, 7-6 (7-5), 6-4

DOUBLES
SEMIFINALS
(No. 1) Vinnie Murizzio-David Cook (Wasshing-
ton) d. Brent Bennent-John Parker (Manteo). 6-4.
6-3; (No. 2) Lee Vaughn-Beaty Bass (Beddingfieid)
d. (No. 4) Jason McDaniel-Robert Strickland (North
Lenoir), 1-6, 6-3, 6-4.

FINALS
Maurizzio-Cook d. Vaughn-Bass, 6-2, 6-1.

by Teiwik, taking momentary breaks
betweem points to attempt to stretch
his legs in order to continue.

Teiwik couldn’t take full advantage of
Askew’s physical problems, however,
despite closing within 54 after falling
behind 4-0.

He said Askew’s tenacity was a
major contributor to the outcome:

“He’s a great player,” Teiwik said.
“The players in my conference
(Coastal) would hit the ball maybe two
or three times, and give up on a point.
He hit the ball hard, kept it in play and
kept me runming.
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“It was very tiring.”

After routing Wiashington’s Marcus
Jones, 6-0, 6-0 in the quarterfinals and
Southern Nash’s fourth-seeded Braxton
Patterson, 6-1, 6-1 in the semis, Askew
dominated Teiwik, who entered the
match with a 21-0 record.

Askew mixed
and cross-court forehand volleys to
build a 5-2 first-set lead, but Teiwik
stormed back to take a 6-5 advantage.

“I ws getting a little concerned when
he started to come back,” Askew said.
“But I didn’t want to second-guess
myself, because, when you do that, you
penalize yourself by losing your focus.

“But I was real concerned when he
took the 6-5 lead. Somehow71 managed
to break his
tiebreaker.”

The undefeated Askew (17-0) forged
a 62 lead in the tiebreaker then held on
to win the set.

The second set began as a carbon-
copy of the first, with Askew racing to
a 4-0 led, capitalizing on what he said
was a weak backhand attack by Teiwik

Teiwik battled back again, but there
would be no tiebreaker this time.

“It was same old. same old,” Askew
said
come back all the way again.”

“I lost concentration in the first parts
of both sets,” Teiwik said.
hard to come back from those deficits
and have a shot at winning.”

Viaughn-Bass rallied from a one-set
deficit to win the semifinal encounter

crisp down-the-line

serve and force the

“But I wasn’t about to let him

“Ifs very

See Askew, page 2B
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FIKE PR
Howy ABR HBI AB 1 wBl DY junior catcher /
gigh, ZIF : g g_omzifcf § g? John Stancil and /
oswell, ss Issette.
Daniels. 3b 0 Bra.G'win,rf3 scored when Hunt 4
Tant, 1b 0 Grimes, 1b 3 left fielder Blake
Skinner, dh 0 Stancil, c 3 .
Williams, p 0 Harrell, 3b 3 Wieller over ran the =
Weller, If 0 Toms, dh 2 ball .
Ballance.c 0 Bro.G'wn,ss2 " \
Langston,cf 2 0 glzsgn, gg ; Eldredge scored \

dge. ;
Totals 25 0 2 0 Totals 24 1+ 51 the second run in

o | the second inning,

Rt Y Innings: 00 o0 6 singling, then mov- g
=l o e 011 01 & ing to second on an iy

E—Weller, Williams, High. Boswell, Eldredge €rTamnt

pick-off

“] only threw two pitches _ T-1:41 A-300.

3 LOB—Hunt 8, Fike 7. DP—Hunt 3. 2B- 1
Stﬁl‘.te'd a string of 12 Boswell, Grimes. Weller. S—Horne ane‘m'pt, and scoring
straight. S e on an infield error
. Pitchi 13
Hunt got runners on in Wiliams (L 21) 6 8 4 1 . 1 ©n a grounder from
the final two innings due to Ravis (W 4-2) 7(b 02a ,5)0 0 3 (g senior right fielder
-Langston vis), Bi g
- errors and walks. Williams), Y ¥ Brandon Godwin.

Jumior center

— fastball and curveball,”

said Davis, who improved to 4-2. “I was
mixing it up well to their good hitters.
We’ve been talking about it (rematch)
since we lost over there. They (Demons)
were pumped up when we got here, so I
knew we had a good chance.”

The chance got even better when Fike
came to the plate.

Despite hitting into three double plays,
the Demons rapped eight hits and bene-
fited from four Hunt errors.

Senior first baseman Gerry Grimes

fielder Brent Bis-
sotte earmed theonly RBI — slapping a
double to left- center field that scored
Eldredge in the fifth inning.

Fike’s final run came in the sixth on
two singles and a two-out errom:

“As far as our team, it’s good to see them
step up and play that way (hard),” said
Flowers. “It shows the coach they care.”

Eldredge and Grimes each wound up 2-
for-3 with two runs scored while Bissette
wound up 2-for-2.

Cedrie Williams suffered the pitching

e e

Fike center fielder Brent Bissette rips a single in the first

inning Saturday evening.

loss for Hunt, falling to 2-1 after striking
out one and walking one in six innings.
“We made too many errors and had too
many strikeouts,” said Hunt head coach
Stevie Hinnant, whose team dipped to 13-
6. “We were making the kid look good on
his off-speed pitches. Don’t get me

Southern sweeps track regional

(photo by pwi Goble jid

wrong, he was mixing it up well, but we
were trying to hit it out of the park
instead of just going to the right side like
we’ve been doing.

“But. were going to the playoffs; we’re
that’s

co-champions and all T care

about.”

Seuthern Nash senior DeMaryland Cooper soared-

to the high jump championship with a leap of 6-

feet=10.

(Photo by Scott Jones)

Boys catch field unprepared

By Scott Jones
Daily Times Staff Writer

STANHOPE — Maybe now that the state track
meet is on the horizon, Southern Nash will finally
be able to find some competition.

In a scene so repetitive that it now almost bor-
ders on monotony, Southern Nash’s boys track team
has followed the same formula for success all sea-
son long: show up, find the competition unprepared
for the impending onslaught, and race to victory by
a ridioulous margin.

Such was the case Saturday afterneon as the
hest Firebirds blitzed the Class 3-A Eastern Region-
al field in preparation for what Southern hopes will
be the school’s first-ever N.C. High School Athletic
Assaciation track championship Friday at N.C.
Sitate’s Paul Derr Track Complex.

If numbers count, Southern will posses a decided
advantage in its championship quest. The Firebirds
are qualified to compete in a gaudy 16 of the 18
events, with the 100- and 400smeter dashes being
Southern’s only non-qualifiers. The top four finish-
ers in each event qualified for the state meet. All six
area members of the Big Eight, with Fike, Hunt,
Beddingfieid, Southwest Edgecombe, and Charles
B. Ayeack joining the Firebirds, will be represented
at the state meet. Pike will have the area’s second
largest contingent as the Golden Demons are qual-
ified in six events.

Such demination equaled 171 team points for the
Firebirds Saturday, a total that decimated runner-

See Firebirds, page 2B

Ladybirds crush foes again

By Scott Jones
Daily times Staff Writer

STANHOPE — the season has already been ultra
sueccessful, but Southern Nash’s girls track team
has competed all season with a sense that it had
some unfinished business to handle. The opportuni-
ty is now a week away.

The Ladybirds came close last year to experienc-
ing the ultimate in prep competition — a state
championship. Southern finished 14 points behind
TC. Roberson, taking home the silver runner-up
plaque. All season long the Ladybirds have pointed
towards bringing home the gold first-place plaque.
If Saturday’s N.C. High School Athletic Association
Class 3-A Eastern Regional, held at Southern Nash,
is a true indicator, the Ladybirds are definitely
poised for a championship run.

Southern, as has been the case all year, out-
classed the competition in romping to 170 team
peints, easily outdistancing runner-up Fike’s 78.
Thanks to a strong showing in the field events, the
Ladybirds needed just seven events to amass a
point total high enough to win the meet. Southern
had 70 points coming out of the field, and Tish
Pope’s third place finish in the 100:meter low hur-
dles effectively sealed the outcome, giving Southern
82 points.

However, Southern’s success was not limited to
the field. The Ladybirds qualified in a staggering

will be contested Friday at N.C. State’s Pawl Derr

See Ladybirds, page 2B
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Fike’s Calin Burkett en
route to one of her three
\ictories. (Photo by Scott Jones)
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backets add
two titles

By Jay Mumford
Daily Times Staff Writer

The staple of Roanoke Rapids’
proud tennis tradition has been
the play of its doubles teams.

Saturday afternoon at the Bar-
ton College Tennis Complex, the
Yellow Jackets continued to build
on the program’s rich heritage by
adding the N. C. High School Ath-
letic Association’s 2-A Eastern
Regional boy’s tennis singles and
doubles championships.

The Yellow Jackets placed both
of its doubles teams in the finals,
doing so at the expense of East-
ern Plains Conference member
Greene Central, which held the
top two tournament seeds.

The Rams’ No. 2-seeded team
of Lance Miller-Ken Morgan
dropped a 6-1, 62 decision to
eventual tournament champions
Philip Artmann-Adam Swecker;
while No. I seeds Steven West-
David Monroe dropped a three-
set, 6-1, 2-6, 6-3 marathon to Will
Spears-Brad Young.

Artmann-Swecker  defeated
Spears-Young, 6-2, 64 for the title.

All four teams, as well as the
individuals who reached the semi-
finals of the singles event, into the
NCHSAA 2-A state championship
tournament, which begins Friday
at N. C. State University.

Claiming the singles champi-
onship was the Yellow Jackets’
top-seeded Dennis Lerchl, who
ripped Northern Vance’s fourth-
seeded Spencer Delbridge, 6-0, 6-0
in the finals. So overpowering was
Lerchl, that two consecutive
games lasted a combined time of

—r—
TR

Dennis Lerchl smacks a shot.

4

nate in doubles.

Adam .Sﬁ-m;ker; left, and Phillip Artmann

(Photos by Jay Mumford)

coordi-

N. C. HIGH SCHOOL
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
Class 2-A
EASTERN REGIONAL
Tennis Tournament
(on Barton College Courts)

SINGLES
Semifinals
(No. 1 seed) Dennis Lerchl (Roanoke
Rapids) d. Adam Fields (Warren County), 6-
2, 6-0; (No. 4) Spencer Delbridge (Northern
Vance) d. (No. 2) Jay Carraway (Swansboro),
6-0, 6-0

2-A results

Finals
Lerchl d. Delbridge, 6-0, 6-0.

DOUBLES
Semifinals
Will Spears-Brad Young (Roanoke Rapids)
d.  (No 1) Steven West-David Monroe
(Greene Central). 6-1, 2-6, 6-3. (No. 4) Phillip
Artmann-Adam Swecker (Roanoke Rapids)
d. (No 2) David-Ken Morgan (Greene Cen-
tral). 6-1, 6-2.

Finals
Artmann-Swecker d. Spears-Young, 6-2, 6-
4.

one minute, 45 seconds.

Lerchl, a junior and an
exchange student from Germany,
improved to 190 for the season.
He defeated Warren County’s
Adam Fields 6-2, 6-0 in the semis,
while Delbridge dispatched
Swansboro’s No. 2-seed Jay Car-

raway, 6-6, 6-0. Lerchl dropped but
two games in four matches.

Artmann-Swecker improved to
16-1, while Spears-Young stand 14-
2. Carraway is 15-5. West-Monroe
go into the state tournament with
a 7-1 record,while Miller-Morgan
advances at 6-2.

Askew leads state qualifying contingent

(Continued from page one)
fourth-seeded Jason McDaniel-Robert
Strickland of North Lenoir, 1-6, 6-3, 6-4. Vaughn
raced across the court to make a lunging return,
which whistled past a ducking Bass and over the net

against

to set up match point.

“I just ran as hard as I could and got it back over,”
Vaughn said. “Our last two sets were a lot better

than the first. It was very ugly.”

The Bruins’ duo said they were able to get their

Firebirds rule
regional roost

(Continued from page one)
up Coastal conference represen-
tative Washington’s 60. Seuthern’s
fellow Big Eight conference
member Fike was third with 48
points. The meet was comprised
of the Big Eight and Ceastal con-
ferences, plus Northeastern-
Albermarle misfit Manteo. The
Redskins are the only 3-A mem-
ber of the Northeastem:-Alber-
marle conference.

As the score indicated, South-
ern found the competition lack-
ing. As a matter of fact, the Fire-
birds had enough team points
(68) after the first five field
events were in the books. Howev-
er, the final field event, the high
jump, provided the day’s best
competition, and a Firebird rose
to the task there as well.

Southern senior DeMaryland
Cooper, a Wiestern Carolina
signee, wowed a gathering that
grew with each raising of the high
jump bar by clearing a school-
record six feet, IO inches. The
competition Cooper faced was
familiar — Hunt’s Mark Strick-
land and Beddingfield’s Brian
Blount, each of whom cleared 6-8.
The trio has switched off big-
meet titles all season, with Blount
taking the Wilson Daily Times
Track Classie title and Strickland
claiming top honors in the Big
Eight conference meet. Cooper

ground strokes down in the final two sets, which
wasn’t working for them at the outset of the match.

However, nothing worked well for them in the
finals, while Maurizzio-Cook performed like a well-
oiled machine in racing to the championship.

“We used a lot of aggressive play at the net,” Mau-

> rizzio said. “Last night’s (Friday) (quarterfinal
against Beddingfield’s John Green-Jeff Bryant) was

our toughest match of the tournament. Today was a

lot of fun.”

N.C. HIGH SCHOOL
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
Class 3-A
EASTERN REGIONAL
Boys Track Meet
(at Southern Nash High School)

TEAM RESULTS
Southern Nash (SN) 171. Washington (Wj
60, Fike (F) 48, Havelock (Hav) 40, White
Oak (WO) 38, Pender County (PC) 36,
Charles B. Aycock (CBA) 33. Goldsboro (G)
22, Hunt (H) 22, Beddingfield (B) 22, Kinston
(K) 20, Southwest Edgecombe (SWE) 17.
Hertford County (HC) 14 North Lenoir (NL)

8, Manteo (M) 5, Bertie (Ber) 1.

SHOT PUT — Burgess (W) 51 feet, 8 1/2
inches; Earp (SN), Howell (PC), Rose (H),
Breen (H), Peppers (SN)

DISCUS — Rowell (PC), 162-1; Burgess
(W), C. Rogers (SN), Reddick (W), Dickens
(SWE), T. Rogers (SN).

LONG JUMP — Coleman (G), 21-11 3/4;
Cooper (§N), B. Perry (SN), Langston (B),
Dailey (Hav), Carver (M).

TRIPLE JUMP — Peppers (SN), 45-8 3/4;
Cooper (SN), Atkinson (F), Foster (F), Perry
(SN), Carver (M).

HIGH JUMP — Cooper (SN), 6-10; Strick-
land (H). Blount (B). Joyner (B), Bowen (W),
Coleman (G), Bass (Ber)

POLE VAULT — Howard (SN). 11-6; Butler
(CBA), Winstead (SN). Corbitt (CBA),
Thomas (SN), Archbell (M).

3,200 RELAY — Southern Nash (Keen,

3-A boys results

Daniels, McGarvey, Evernham), eight min-
utes, 33.4 seconds; White Oak, Havelock,
Hertford Co., Beddingfield, C B. Aycock.

110 HURDLES — A. Deans (SN), 14.4;
Richardson (SWE), Gibbs (W), Dunn (CBA),
Joyner (SN), Smith (SN).

100 — Hardy (K), 10.5; Macklin (F), Phelps
(Hav), Musgrave (G), Dailey (Hav), Hardy
(NL).

800 RELAY — Southern Nash (Gary,
Jones, High, Deans), 1:28.3; Fike. Pender
Co., North Lenoir, Washington, Goldsboro.

1.600 — Mollahar. (WO). 4:42 4; Hubbard
(CBA), McGarvey (SN), Long (H), Roseboro
(NL), R Perry (SN)

400 RELAY — Southern Nash (Gary,
Jones Peppers, High), 42.7; Fike. Golds-
boro, Havelock, Kinston. North Lenoir.

400 — Bowen (W), 50.8; Wells (F), Boney
(PC) McKinney (SWE), Ward (K), R Deans
(SN).

300 HURDLES — Gibbs (W), 39.7; Gary
(SN), Deans (SN), Butcher (H), Matthews (F),
Willis (M).

800 — Bell (Hav), 2:02.8; McNeil (HC),
Williams (B), Evernham (SN), Valentine (HC),
Dupree (SWE).

200 — Gentry (WO), 22.0; High (SN),
Hardy (K), Phelps (Hav), Dailey (Hav),
Bowen (W)

3.200 — Mollahan (WO), 10:37.2; Hubbard
(CBA), McGarvey (SN). Mucci (Hav), White
(W). Waters (M).

1.600 RELAY — Southern Nash (Gary,
Jones. Peppers, High). 3:26.3; Pender Co.,
Washington, Fike, Southwest Edgecombe.

made two attempts at seven feet
before passing on his final
attempt to return to the triple
jump competition.

“The high jump today was all
motivation,” Cooper said. “I did-
n’t make it to the state meet last
year, and that really upset me
because I knew I should have
been there. That pushed me a lot.
I knew I could do it (clear 6-10) all
along, but it did come as a sur-
prise.”

Cooper also posted second-
place finishes in the long and
triple jumps. He led the long
jump until Goldsboro’s Travis

Coleman topped him by an inch
and 3/4 on his final attempt.
Cooper’s teammate, Julius Pep-
pers, the NCHSAA Male Athlete
of the Year, captured the triple
jump.

“I'm awestruck,” Southern
head coach Alton Tyree said of
his team’s third regional title in
the past four years. “These guys
never cease to amaze me. We put
on some outstanding perfor-
mances today. We've practiced
since Day One with the goal of
winning the state championship.
We feel really good about next
week.”

Damsels
rule GPIC
tourney

Greenfield blanks
Hale High, 5-0

By Tom Ham
Executive Sports Editor

ROCKY MOUNT —State quali-
fiers had best not underestimate
Greenfield’s chances of repeating
as the N.C. Independent Schools
Athletic Association 1A girls soc-
cer champion.

The Damsels of head coach
Ben Forbes sent a warning on
Rocky Mount Academy turf Sat-
urday  afterneon,  blanking
Coastal Plains Independents Con-
ference regular-season champion
Hale High of Raleigh, 5-0, to seize
the tournament crown.

Jumior Cindy Tetterton, pro-
claimed the tournament’s Most
Viluable Player, not only defused
dynamite Hale eighth-grader
Katherine Kelley, the CPIC Play-
er of the Year, but recorded a hat
trick (three goals) as Greenfield
avenged its only regular-season
CPIC loss and boosted seedings
hopes for this week’s state tour-
nament.

Amy Sullivan, also a jumior,
knocked in the other two goals as
the Damsels rocketed to a 2-0
halftime lead and then dominated
deflated Hale (14-2).

Tetterton’s primary responsi-
bility was to mark Kelley, who
has wrecked the Damsels in
Hale’s 3-2 regular-season tri-

“When we played them the first
time, we were not marking No. 8
(Kelley),” Tetterton said. “Forbes
told me not to leave her _ to be
like T was a part of her. She’s a
great player and she’s their play-
maker. Everything they do offfen-
sively starts with her. We knew we
had to shut her down.”

Kelley did not get off a shot
until Tetterton and the Greenfield

Ladybirds get
second crown

(Continued from page one)
Track Complex. The only event
the Ladybirds did not post a top-
four showing (the requirement for
advancing to the state meet) was
the 100:meter dash.

The Ladybirds will be joined by
area rivals and fellow Big Eight
conference members Fike, Bed-
dingfield, Southwest Edgecombe
and Charles B. Aycock at the
state meet. Hunt was the only
area school that failed to post a
state qualifier.

“] think it is nice for the girls to
be rewarded for their hard work,”
Southern head coach Brian Fos-
ter said. “I think these girls rep-
resent themselves well every-
where, not just on the track. It’s
good to see people like that win.”

Southern posted just two indi-
vidual wins, but Ladybirds were
omnipresent in the second, third,
and fourth places slots. Junior
Kineta Williams captured the shot
put ecompetition, and sophomere
Meka Battle soared past team-
mate Felecia Harris in the triple
jump to give Southern its individ-
ual wins. Harris and Battle fin-
ished second and third, respeetive-
ly, in the long jump. Havelock’s
Christia Wallace sailed 16 feet, 10
1/2 inches on her final attempt to
edge Harris by a half inch.

The Ladybirds also took wins in
three of the four relay races. Fike

Reid, Brown spearhead Greene Central advance

tie for second (10.9) in the IGD  Whiteville took the team cham-

SNOW HILL — Reginald Reid
id Alfae Brown paced Greene
(entral’s boys track team to a
‘olunth-place finish in the N. C.
jiigh Scheel Athletic Associa-
non’s 2-A Eastern Regional at
(;reene Central High School Sat-
unday afternoon.

Reid earned a pau of berths to

the NCHSAA 2-A Championship
meet in Charlotte Wednesday
with championships in the long
and triple jumps. Reid leaped dis-
tances of 21 feet, nine inches and
44-6, respectively.

Brown claimed invitations with
a first-place effort in the 200.
meter dash (22.8 seconds), and a

meters.

Their respective showings,
along with a first-place finish
from the 400 -meter relay team
and a runner-up effort by Tony
Darden in the 400:meter dash
garnered the Rams a total of 57
points.

pionship with 85 points.

The Lady Rams qualified only
one individual (top four finishers
are state bound). Freshman
Amette Pridgen placed fourth in
the shot put. The Lady Rams’ 800-
meter relay team placed second
to advance to Wednesday’s meet.

4

Greenfield's

Lauren Forbes, left, contests Hale’s

Elizabeth Rendleman for possession. (FuowbyKmin)

(12-8) starters had departed.
Forbes lauded Tetterton for

being smart enough to know when

to abandon Kelley and become

involved in the Greenfield
offense.
“She did a good job of marking

me,” Kelley said of Tetterton. “I
kind of expected it. They were not
ready for us the first time, but,
today, they were prepared. It just
was not our day.”

Thtterton drilled both first-half
goals, with sophomore Claire
Smith assisting the first. Green-
field’s offense turmed to the
attack mode once Smith was
moved up front. Tetterton’s sec-
ond goal came on a penalty kick
with just over three minutes
remaining in the first half and
she closed the scoring with an
unassisted goal.

“] just happened to be there,”
Tetterton said of her goals.
“Claire gave me a really nice
square at the goal on the first one.

Then I got lucky and got a penal-
ty kick. On the last one, I saw the
ball coming and just, went for it.”
In between, Sullivan converted
assists from freshman Elizabeth
Bischoff and Tettertom.
Sophomore  Rhia  Aycock
sparkled in goal with five saves
and senior Lauren Forbes, wear-
ing the scars of physical tourna-

ment play, and freshman
Gretchen Barber turned in stellar
performances.

Tetterton was joined on the all-
tournament team by teammates
Barber, Sullivan, Forbes and
Aycock.  Tetterton, Sullivan,
Smith and Forbes were each
named all-conference, while
junior Tiffany Rudolph was
acocorded honorable mention.

“I’m happy,” Tetterton said of
being the tourney MVP. “But 1
knew we didn’t have the Player of
the Yiear and I just wanted some-
body from Greenfield to get it
(tourney MYP).”

N.C. HIGH SCHOOL
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
Class 3-A
EASTERN REGIONAL
Girls Track Meet
(at Southern Nash Senior High)

TEAM RESULTS

Southern Nash (SN) 170, Fike (F) 78,
Havelock (Hav) 62, Hertford County (HC) 58,
Kinston (K) 27, Southwest Edgecombe
(SWE) 26, Beddingfield (B) 25, Washington
(W) 22, Charles B. Aycock (CBA) 12, North
Lenoir (NL) 12, Hunt (H) 9, Manteo (M) 6,
Pender County (PC) 4, Bertie (Ber) 3.

SHOT PUT — Williams (SN), 37 feet, 5 1/2
inches; Sessoms (HC), Whitley (SN), McNeil
(Hav), Sparrow (NL), Dunston (SN).

DISCUS — Sessoms (HC), 112-10; McNeil
(Hav), Sparrow-(NL), Whitley (SN), Dunston
(SN), Williams (SN)

LONG JUMP — Wallace (Hav), 16-10 1/2;
Harris (SN), Battle (SN), Graham (NL), Bur-
ton (SN), Harrell (Ber).

TRIPLE JUMP — Battle (SN), 37-9; Harris
(SN), Hinnant (F), Fonville (WO), Williamson
(SN), Corrigan (H).

HIGH JUMP — Wallace (Hav), 4-10; Pierce
(SN), Foster (SN), Lewis (HC).

3,200 RELAY — Fike (Thomas, Bond,
Moore, Burkett), 10 minutes, 37.4 seconds;
Beddingfield, Southern Nash, Havelock,
Hunt.

3-A girls results

100 HURDLES — Burgess (W). 14,8;
Smith (F), Pope (SN), Schmidt (CBA), Ander-
son (K), Dawes (SN).

100 — Burgess (W), 12.4; Williams (K),
Picott (HC), Jackson (K), Street (SWE),
McNeil (HC).

800 RELAY — Southern Nash (Hunter,
Harris. Battle. Parker). 1:44 8; Southwest
Edgecombe, Fike, Hertford Co., Havelock,
Kinston.

1.600 — Burkett (F), 5:32.4 Bronars (Hav),
Newsome (HC), Joyner (SN), Mclver (M),
Cook (WO).

400 RELAY — Southern Nash (Parker,
Pope, Dawes, Hunter), 50.3; Southwest
Edgecombe. Hertford Co., Beddingfield, Kin-
ston. White Oak.

400 — Davis (Hav), 1:00.3; Parker (SN),
Harris (SN), Hayes (PC), Corrigan (H), Pope
(B).
300 HURDLES — Smith (F), 46 3; Schmidt
(CBA). Burton (SN), Foster (SN), Joyner
(HC), Pope (SN).

SO0 — Burkett (F), 2:31.1; Marshburn (SN), Hall
(Bedd), Smith (K), Abell (WO), Newsome (HC)

200 — Picott (HC), 26.3; Hunter (SN),
Williams (K), Street (SWE), Thompson (H),
Burgess (W).

3,200 — Burkett (F), 12:27; Joyner (SN),
Bronars (Hav), Mclver (M), Flowers (H),
Pittman (W).

1.600 RELAY — Southern Nash (Hunter,
Pope, Battle. Parker), 4:18.5; Fike. Bedding-
field, Southwest Edgecombe, Bertie, White
Oak.

took top honors in the 3200 relay
to prevent the Southern sweep,
and sophomore Carin Burkett
was a big reason why.

Burkett turned in the day’s
most impressive individual per-
formance by sweeping the dis-
tance events. As well as running
the anchor leg on the 3200 relay,
Burkett also placed first in the
800-, 1600-, and 3200+meter rums.
Any track observer will testify
that Burkett pulled off a grueling
quartet of victories, Burkett only
seemed to get stronger as the day
went on. Her margin of victory in
the 3200, her last race, was 30 sec-

onds.

“When 1 first started running, 1
thought I'd have more competi-
tion than I iiad,” said Burkett. “1
just know that I have to keep
everyone behind me. If they are
behind me, I know I'm doing
EM_,I’

Fike junior Tiffany Smith was
the only other area competitor to
capture a first-place finish. Smith
bested Charles B. Ayeock junior
Stephanie Schmidt by nearly
three seconds to take top honors
m the 300:meter hurdles.
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Sports

Sowlhern Nash three-sport standout Julius Peppers, left,
award from former NCHSAA board member
Ronald Chavis, center, and Que Tucker.

accepts his

three-s
he could

sweetest.

Y
¥ *
Dol

(Potoby PuGilep . (199697).

it stat Julius Pep

In fromt of a crowd of nearly 300 coaches,
athletics directors and adminlistrators, the
6-foot-7, 2504pound Peppers was named the
1998 N.C. High School Athletic Association’s
Male Althlete of the Yeat.

The awatrd, presented at the NCHSAA’s
annual meeting, is in its 13th year and has
been bestowed upon such athletes as Robert Siler of Jordan
Matthews (1986<87), Cihiedter McGlockton of Whiteville (1987-
88), Rusty LaRue of Northwest Guilford (199192), Na Brown
of Reidsville (1994-95) and Tyrell Godwini of East Bladen

By Phil Goble Jr.

Daily Times Sports Editor

CHAPEL HILL — For the past four years, Southern Nash
ts has won nearly every award
d thifik of — AllZClass 3-A Big Eight Conferetice in
football and basketball; Wilsonh Daily Titnes
all-area in football and basketball, Firebird
fix)tball and basketball MYP; Parade foot-
ball All-Amcrican.

Thursday afternoon inthe Dean Smith
Center, Peppers won one he did not know
existed — and it may have been one of the

Peppers named top male athlete

“I found out about it last week,” said Peppers, accompa-
nied to the ceremony by coaches Ray Davis and Brian Fostet

eight,

as well as a small army of family members. “T didn’t even
know they had one. I don’t think it’s sunk in yet.”

Peppers was chosen from more than 120,000 athletes that
complete in 22 NCHSAA-sanctioned events
across the state The final field for the Pat
Best Memorial Award was naffowed o
according to NCHSAA Associate
Executive Ditectot Rick Stronk.

Receiving the Female Athlete of the Yeat
award was Clifeteana McKiver of Bast
Duplin High School. McKiver excelled i
volleyball, basketball and track for fhe
Lady Panithers of the 2-A East Central Cof-
ference.
Year led East Duplin’s basketball team to a
29-0 record and the state 2-A tifle this year]
finishifig her career with 1,924 points, 1,330

The two-time ECC Player of the

rebounds and 555 blocked shofts,

than 1,600 career points,
assists!

Peppers’ basketball numbers were nearly identical — mote

1,000 rebounds and mote than 500

See Peppets, page 3B

Championship day in the Big Eight

Pike, Hunt share soccewy, baseball titles; C.B. Aycock claims softball crown

Pike ssnmr sm@y Radford (18) kicks ball as Hunt freshman Saré{ Beth Cox

defends Thursday at Pike,

(Photo by Scott Jones)

Demeons tie for title with 1-0 decision

By Scotit Jones
Daily Times Staff Wiriter
A few youthful Fike fans pointed towards the
scorehoard and gave Hunt senior soccer player
Camille Harrison @ bit of a razzing as she walked
down the sideline Thursday night, to which she
replied, It ain't over.” s
In @ way she was right, but not on this night.
Witth Fike lleading 110 wiith six minutes and 30 sec-
onds left. Hasrison and the rest of the visiting Lady
Wamiges thought they wiere headed to their bus to
Wait for some still-distant bad weather to pass.
Howeyer, 20 minutes later, the officials ended the
ame because of lightaing, and the Lady Golden
ﬁ&ﬁfbﬁm broke into a celebratory fienzy when they
learned their upset of the state No. 4-ranked Lady
W atriors was official.
ﬂ?@ Lct%tfﬂuvtqrswl outcome left the two tied atop
Gonference standings at IM — and
;8 }RHS Fike, now i4-1-1 overall, travels to
ynt. rl -2, W@f}neaqiw night at 7 for a game to
b Q{c which team fﬂrns the Big Eight’s No. 1 seed
< ypeoming Y. €. High School Adhletic Associa-

tion Class 3-A playoffs. Hunt won a coin tess prior
to last night’s game to earn the right to be the home
team.

Se, as Harrison said, it ain’t over yet.

But Thursday’s game is definitely history, and a
happy bit of history it is for the Lady Demons. Fike
freshman Kelly Reid scored on a breakaway seven
minytes into the second half, then the Golden
Demons defense, anchored by junior Elizabeth

and senior Stacy Radford, combined with

ﬁhﬁ weather to hold Hunt scoreless for the first time
Eﬂi;g league play since Fike accomplished the feat in
As the played developed, Reid’s gem did not
immediately have the logk of a Golden Demons
goal. Fike freshman Jamie Crocker won a loose ball
just on Fike’s side of midfield and booted the ball
long tow:ards Hunt’s goal, apparently to no ene in
gﬂinmlas However, Reid quickly emerged with a
st of speed, controlled the ball, and looked goal-
ward. A Hunt 49&;14@; moved in, but Reid stopped
and drilled the ball into the right portion of the goal

See Demons, page 2B

Warriors top SN
to share crown

By Tom Ham
Executive Sports Editor

Hunt High varsity baseball play-
ers barely celebrated Thursday
afternoon.

And they had earned every right.

But head coach Stevie Hinnant
and his Wiarriors sensed they had
survived a flat performance in
seizing a share of the Class 3-A Big
Eight Conference championship
with archrival Fike by turming
back Sowthern Nash, 7-2, on the
Hunt diamond.

Hunt, 13-5, 104 in the Big Eight,
emerged the co-champion after
coming off a disappointing 1997
season. A year ago, the Warriors
were projected Big Eight con-
tenders — but finished 4-10 in the
league.

“To be the conference co-cham-
pion is overwhelmingly good,” Hin-
nant said. “We were very much
overlooked at the beginning of the
year. To lose seven seniors off a
team that went 4-10 in the confer-
ence, you've got to be happy with
the conference championship.

“I’m thankful we got it done, but
I am badly disappeinted in the way
we got it done. We had no enthusi-
asm at all.”

But Hunt took command with six
unearned runs in the second inning
against a Firebirds’ squad, that in
the opinion of head coach Tommy
Warrick, was not especially moti-
vated to deprive the Warriors the
crown.

“This is the way it has been all
year,” Warrick said, “it has been a
long year.”

Southern Nash, a playoffs con-
tender until the final week, exited
109, 7-7 in the conference.

Senior shortstop Bert Boswell,
who triggered Hunt’s big seeond
with a bases-loaded double, echoed
his head coach’s sentiments.

“I thought we were in a good
frame of mind and ready to ciqla.y
before the game.” Boswell said. “1
don’t know what happened. It was
like we knew what we had to do te
get it (win the championship)
done. but we didn’t know that we
were getting it done.

“We didn’t have any enthusiasm

and didn’t play like we are supposed to play. Once
we got up six runs, I thought we would have a lit-
tle more enthusiasm. It never showed. It had bet-

ter change.”

~ The Warrigrs struck for the six runs after start-
ing Southern Nash junior right-hander Jeremy
Hardy (2-2) retired the first two batters in the bot-
tom of the second. Left fielder Blake Weller

See Hunt, page 3B

I

Bert Boswell
. bases loaded double

Brent Bissette
.. 3-for-4 aftesngom

Pike enjoys third
game with Bruins

By Jay Mumford

Daily Times Staff Writer
For Fike’s varsity baseballl team)
the third meeting against county

| and Class 3-A Big Eight Conference:

rival Beddingfield was extremely
charming,

The Golden Demons manufac-
tured a five-run fifth inning rally
and went on to secure a 10-7 victory;,
to claim a share of the conference
championship with its other archri-
val, Hunt.

Plle- blasted 15 hits in the win to
improve to 13-6, 104 Big Eight,
while Beddingfield, the 1997 cham:-
pion and N.C. High School Athletic
Association 3-A runmer-up; com-
pleted its season with marks of 9-10,
7-7 Big Eight.

The (bolden Demons and Hunt,
who defeated Southerm Nash, 7-2,
Thursday afternoonm. The Warriors:
and Golden Demons will collide in a
special playoff game on the Fike
diamond at 7 pm. Saturday to
determine the Big Eight’s Nos. 1
and 2 berths in the N. C. High
School Athletic Association; 3-A
playoffs, scheduled to begim next
week:.

Fike won the coin flip this morn-
ing to determine Saturday’s playoff
site:

Several “thirds” led to Fike’s
vietory:

» The go-ahead rally in the fifth
was the third inning in which the
(bolden Demons: scored:

s Junior third basempan Chris
Harrell provided the go-ahead hit,
a two-run double to right. The hit
was his third in his third at-bat.
The RBIs were Harrell’s second
and third,

+ Senior left fielder Justin, Toms
followed Harrell’s double with a
two-run homer to left — om the
third fastball he received from los-
ing p.ijcher Kris Boswel.

But as charming as it was,
Fike’s fifth-inning rally almost
failed to maternialize.

Tied 3-3 entering the bottom, of
the fifth inning, Fike opened its;
rally with an infield hit by junior
center fielder Brent Bissette.
S.emqr right fielder Bra.mdpn (GQd
win popped to second. but jumior

second baseman Erie Pierce allowed the ball to
drop, to the ground:
He picked up the ball, and threw to second to,

retire Bissette. Godwin, who seemed to, be in a1

before reaching flrat but quicldy recovered am
beat the relay throw to, the bag.
Junior catcher Jonathan Stqnml singled for the

See Fike, page 3B

Lady Gelden Faleons wrap up first Big Eight title in first year of fast-pitch

Gharles B Avsack wiapped up High Schoal Athletic Association
€ €s { t ami playoffs with an 183 record, fin-
ﬂ: ﬁg%ﬂm"iﬂ%ﬁiﬁﬁ e ‘ ggﬂbﬂ" l mhmg 12:2 in th;: Big Eight.
§5¢ i, the condarence and | 4 SouthWest’s season ends at 812

old skipped past Fike in mEh 3s @ member of the Class 3-A ﬁl}?vg 68 in the league.
SEH 9 Yarsity fastypitch sofitball Eight Conference, Oharles “We are very pleased.” Yelver-
EOMBStiion Fhursday- AvGock capiured the league (gn said of the Lady Falcons tap-
championship, Bl nlsmg host ping the Big Eight after shifting
CBA taps Big Eight Squibwes! dgecambe. 30 lram the A Bast Central Conler-
rf|P NEFOPS —ip it fisst year  Fhe Lady Golden Falcans of ence. “I think we're shacked. You
of fast-pitch and n jts first year coach Al Yolverton enter the N.C.  certainly can't do anything but

?ransc‘ the girls for adapting to
the hlttmg pltphwg style and
basic rule changes in fast-pitch.”

Emily West, a senior right-han-
;1% stopped the Lady Cougars on
Qur hits. West struck out three
apd walked ong.

CBA managed cight hifs off lgs-
ing pitcher Audrey Eason and got
3 run in each of the first, second
and sixth inpings.

Kathy McClenny doubled and
seqred on senior third baseman
Stephanie Cannon’s single in the
first. Senior Jeri Lynn Coker sin-
gled ami scored on senior Aman-
da Bardin’s hit i the second:
ﬁqu tripled in Coker in the
sixth

Cannon batied 3-for-3, whils
Bardin was 2-for-3.

Tile Lady Falcons will play at

home in their playoff openct.

Hunt edges Firebirds
STANHOPE - Visiting Hunt
¢laimed the Class 3-A Big Eight
Conference’s No. 2 spot in the.
N.C. High School Athletic Assogi-
ation Class 3-A playoffs by out-
lasting Southern Nash, 108 in

See Hunt. page 2B
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SNS featiires Late Model Sportsman 100-lapper

KENLY  An 1004aps Late Model Sportsman race headlines the
Spring ( lassie 275 auto racing program scheduled at Southern
National Speedway Saturday night.

l‘él?s'ﬂhi-es in all divisions are planned for the first time in four
weeks.

The lineup includes features of 75 laps in Late Model Stock, 40
1aps in Pro Trucks, 35 laps in Super Stock and 25 laps in Four Cylin-
der Stock.

The green flag drops for the first feature at 7:30.

SOUTHERN NATIONAL SPEEDWAY 2. Tom Usry Broadway. @D
Points standings 3. Ronald Brown Kinston 24
(Through races of May 2) 4 Stan Perrine Raleigh' 15

5. Linwood Mozingo Pikeville 22 i
6 Trouble Gray Fremont! 3 i
7. David Warren  Goldsbero; 81 ‘
8 Wayne Skinner Wilson: 31 @
9 Danny VuricannanHolly Spgs 44 I
10 Danny McDonald Lillington 17

Late Model Stock

H’town Car Pts.
Kinston 4 172
Raleigh 08 164

Driver
1.Hank Jarman
2. Deac McCaskill

3. Jamey Caudill Four Qaks 50 162 Supqr Stock
4. Jay Crawford Durham 69 142
5. Mar:ty Ellis Wilson n 140 Driver H’town Car Pts.
6 David Humphrey Raleigh (0} 130 1. Brandon Head  Goldsboro 16 299
7. Cam Strader Wilson 16 128 2. Allan Head Goldsboro 32 297
8.Billy Ray Lucas  Wilson 0 122 3. Stacey Pate Pikeville 5 291
9 Tony Grady Raleigh 1 16 4 Ricky Brantley  Zebulon T 282
IO Jake Yelverton Selma 6 0 5. Ron langley Elm City 39 281
5. Russell Barbour Smithfield 73 281
Late Model Sportsman 7. Perrv Bauer Clayton 92 290
8. Mack Best Mount Olive 6 277
Driver H’town Car Pts. 9. Stacy Wood Benson 8 272
I Randy Renfrow Raleigh 87 100 10. Sherm Davis Jr. F'ville 28 268
2. Eddie MassengillGoldsboro || 99
3. Jim Kelley Newport K7 98 i
4. Shelton McNair Plymouth M3 97 Four Cyllnd‘-er Stack
5. Barry McCaskill Wendell - 3 96 :
6. John Jones Goldsboro 5 95 Driyer H’m‘fm Car Pis
e 1. Wil Smith Raleigh 23 300
7 Tonv Jackson Chocowinity 3 9%
o1 2. Pat Renfro Warsaw 13 291
8. Ricky McKeel Black Creek42 93 7
: 9 2. Andy Smith Goldsboro 44 291
9. Chris Dunn Raleigh 14 2 C
10. Tony Pendley Chocowinity 4 91 4 Roy chilv.  Clayton 1 -
5. Ed Little Jr. Princeton 24 284
6. Bob Brink ‘Wendell 50 282
Pro Trucks 7. R.Schnegelbergr Raleigh 31 2
8. Tom Justice Franklinton 74 278
Driver H’town Car Pts. 9. Jason O'Brien  Clayton 5 2N

L. Pat Patterson Fug-Varina 33 192 10. Gary Poythress Wilson 12 275

Regular program planned at County Line

ELM CITY —Timed trials to determine starting positions are on
the agenda in Saturday night’s auto racing program at County Line
Raceway.

Heat races are set in the Limited Sportsman, Super Street,
Economy Street, Modified Four Cylinder and Stock Four Cylinder
divisions.

The lengths of the “Mofhers’ Day” observance main events will
be 40 laps in Late Model Sportsman, 25 laps in Limited Sportsman,
20 in Super Street and Modified Four Cylinder and 15 in Economny
Street and Modified Four Cylinder.

Racing begins at 8 p.m.

COUNTY LINE RACEWAY
Points standings

(Through races of May 2)

Pine Level 8
Macclesfld. B3 L

IQ. Junior Pearce
10. J. R Bryant

Economy Street

Late Model Sportsman Driver H’town Car Pts.

1. J. P. Cascell Battleboro 56 154

Driver H’town Car Pts. 2. Mike Wall Elm City 1 Jdal

1. Jimmy Edwards Hope Mills 48 142 3. Jeff Horne 94 (b1}

2. Cy Nelms Rocky Mt. 37 132 4. Billy Poythress Rocky Mt. 31 (511

3. Roger Lucas Benson 79 122 4 Jerry Baker 50 (511

4 Randy Lucas Apex 15 120 6. Bill Dale Smithfield 79 1i4
4 Tater Liles Bailey L1 120 7. Ronald Beichar Wilson 88

6. Ervin Rigsbee Knightdale RS 114 8. Jim Upchurch Nashville 5 ¥

7. James Batten  Rocky Mt. 21 108 9. Mark McKenzie Sharpsburg 18 “

8. Chrlie Stephensn Raleigh 85 104 10. Mike Ridgeway Sharpsburg 15 "

9. Neal Sykes Apex 1] 88
10. Jimy Holcombe Elm City 3 80 HiE -
Modified Four Cylinder
Limltﬁd‘ Spnrtsman Driver H’town Car Pts.
: I. Greg Williams  Bailey 03 152
t C 4 5 g
I:.r:;’:l:n Fulghum ge:lvyv“ 5?; P;;J 2. Ronnie Johnson Pine Level 5 144
2. Bobby Whitley Rocky Mt. 6 138 3. Matthew Barnes Lucama 87 128
3. Bobby Bottoms Elm Gity 47 136 % KenPearce  Bumn e 12
4 Al Boykin Kenly I 130 4. hee Brinson Bailey 15w 122
5. Spencer Liggon [dicama 9 128 6. memy Hugh{es Cn-:eedmmr 13 120
6 Tom Knghtmger Rocky Mt. 5 126 7. Jim Massengill Wilson 88 114

8. Victor May Middlesex I 106
9. Tom Ridgeway Spring Hope 49 94

10 Terry Thompson Smithfield T2 78

7. Dykes Maynard IRaleigh 65 112
8. John W'hitley ‘W alstonburg 1 106
9 Buddy Garten ‘New [Bern 57 64
9. David Upchurch ‘Saratoga 05 4

Stock Four Cylinder

Super Street

Driver H’town Car Pts.
Driver H’town Car Pts. 1. Johnny Wood Nashville 27 180
1. Jmmy Hndrcks Btleboro 17 154 2. Tom Balance  Bunn 51 176
2. Steve Messer Wendell 15 144 3. Ricky Webb Elm City 99-B 154
3. Scooter King Rocky Mt. 10 4. Jim O’Neal Louisburg 4-Y 150
4. Mike King Rocky Mt. 7 1]1f) 5. Michael Webb  Elm City 98 14
5. James Cascell Rocky Mt. 56 I 5. Greg Worley W.endell 21 144
6. Pat Ferrell Rocky Mt. 4]3i 7. Chet Christman Rocky Mt. 37 138
7. Jay Pender” '+ ass Rocky Mt 102 7. Kyle Banks Louisburg 28 138
7. Wade Ferre| Rocky Mt 42 102 9. Chris Ellington Creedmoor 4 136
9 Kenneth Corbitt Rocky Mt. 07 86 10. Lee Bailey W.endell 12 124

Race to benefit Duke Children’s Hospital

The Duke Children’s Hospital and Health Center or the Duke
Children’s Miracle Network will benefit from the inaugural Race
for the Champions, scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 30, at
Southern National Speedway near Kenly.

The plans were announced this week by NASCAR Late Model Stock
driver Cam Strader of Wilson and his father, R.B. Strader The endeav-
or invelves Team Wilson, the sponsor of Cam Strader’s Thunderbird.

The Late Model Stock drivers in the race will collect donations
from fans by passing helmets through the grandstands. In addition,
praceeds from designated box-seat tickets will be donated to the
Duke Children’s Hospital for pediatric health care, basic and applied
research, health care education and children’s health advocacy-

HARTLEY ELECTRIC & ALARM

INTRODUCES A NEW SERVICE
*COMPUTER NETWORKING*

FOR SMALL BUSINESSES
CALL US FOR ALL YOUR

SECURITY & NETWORKING NEEDS

243-5963

0Why settle your 1nJury0
case yourself? .

@r\s\ personal injury attormeys, we cam help you. @
We know how to determine fair compensation for
YOUF injuries, pain and suffering ... oftem far more
than insurance companies would like to pay you.

There is no charge for our initial consultation, and
no charge for legal services unless your case is
setfled or won. Why do it yourself? Call us today.

243-5500

701 W Nash Si., Wilsen

Bardin’s courage

saluted by

CHAPEL HILL - May, 1997, is
a month Rosalie Bardin will
never forget.

Walking away from a softball
game her Southern Nash Lady-
birds were playing at SouthWest
Edgecombe, Bardin was struck
by a bolt of lightning.

Just a few feet from the bus,
Bardin was jolted backwards and
knocked unconscious.

Amazingly, a few days later,
she was back at school, getting
the team ready for the playoffs.

Bardin’s comeback from such a
tremendous shock was saluted
Thursday afterneoon at the Dean
Smith Center in front of a crowd
of nearly 300 coaches, athletics
directors and administrators with
an N.C. High School Athletic
Association Courage Award

“I got a letter last week saying
I was going to be honored, but I
didn’t know what it was,” said
Bardin, who admits to staying
indoors more when storms begin
to swell. “It’s great. I’ve been
really blessed.”

Blessed not only with life, but

NCHSAA

with a position as assistant prin-
cipal at Nash Central Junior
High, a job Bardin believes helps
her affect more lives than ever.

“I used to think I made a dif-
ference in a lot of young athletes’
lives,” she said. “Now, I think I
make a difference in a lot more
lives at the middle school level.”

But that is not to say her deci-
sion to leave Southern Nash
Senior and the coaching ranks
was easy — Bardin led her 1995
team to the state 3-A slow-pitch
softball championship and the
1996 squad finished second in the
state fast-pitch softball playoffs.

“It was a tough decision and a
good decision,” Bardin said. “It
was tough to leave the players
and kids (at Southern Nash).”

Bardin was one of three recipi-
ents of a Courage Award — foot-
ball and softball coach Walt Davis
of Yatesville Northside and soc-
cer coach George Kennedy of
Wiestern Guilford were the others.

Davis’ award was given after
his successful return from a mow-

Former Southern Nash coach Rosalie Bardin, left,
stands with award presenter James “Bonecrush-

er” Smith Thursday.

ing accident that left him impaled
on a stake. Kennedy suffered a
heart attack- and endured to
return to coaching.

The awards were presented to

Photo by Prill Goble jr>

the trio by former world heavy-
weight boxing champion James
“Bonecrusher” Smith.

-— Phil Goble Jr.

Peppers honored as best male athlete in state

(Continued from page one)

In football, the running back
gained 3,501 yards and scored 38
touchdowns.

A national Junior Olympics
long jump finalist in 1996, Pep-
pers competes in the long jump,
triple jump, shot put and the 400-
meter relay for the Firebirds.

“I’m going to miss it ail,” said
Peppers of his high school days.
“Playing in our gym when it was
packed — it was a great atmos-
phere.”

Next season, Peppers will bring
his talents the to another great

atmosphere — the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
Julius signed a letter-of-intent to
play football for the Tar Heels
and expects to see some playing
time in the Smith Center on the
basketball team as well.

“I think it (college) is going to
be a lot of fun,” he said.

But for now, the son of George
Peppers and Bessie Faye Brink-
ley was just proud to be honored.
Proud not because of the person-
al glory, but proud because of the
reflection the honor brings to
Southern Nash and his team-
mates.

Lenoir, Southeastern advance

Charles B. Aycock High prod-
ucts BJ. Smith and Noah Edens
sparked Lenoir Community Col-
lege to a 9-7 conquest of the Uni-
versity of South Carolina at Salke-
hatchie in the opening round of
the National Junior College Ath-
letic Association Region X base-
ball tournament in Fleming Stadi-
um Thursday:

Smith, a freshman third base-
man, rapped three hits in four
trips and drove in two rums.
Edens, a freshman right-hander,
was the winning pitcher in relief
of starter Jon Smith. In seven
innings, Edens scattered six hits,
allowed one run, walked two and
struck out six.

Shortstop Mike Elswick, a
product of Southern Nash, added
two hits.

Southeastern Community Col-
lege outlasted Louisburg, 109 in
10 innings, in the other opening-
round game.

Action was scheduled to resume
in Fleming Stadium at IO this
morning, with Sowutheastern
opposing Spartanburg (8.C.).
Lenoir was scheduled to test Bre-
vard at 1.

Losers’ bracket games are
scheduled for 4 and 7 this
evening. The winmers’ bracket
final is set for I p.m. Saturday.
The championship series begins
at I p.m. Sunday.

CHASE MORTGAGE BROKERS, INC.
Suite C
500 N. McPherson Church Road
Fayetteville, NC 28303

CHASE

MORTGAMAGE

MARION D. HESTER
Senior Loan Originator

Auto Body & Wrecker Service

237-2794

+Refinancing/1 st & 2nd Mortgages
*Foreclosures and Bankruptcies
*Debt Consolidation Loans
*Home Purchase Loans

910-860-0833
Fax 910-060-090*
Toll Free 1-800-860-0833

AT o)
Clelllsien Sl
p———

>

WIN TICKETS TO AN ATLANTA
BRAVES GAME ... PLUS $100!

(OUNA .
E'fdru Iﬁ"

Ceme in and register at 310 South Lodge St., Wilson, NC
919-243-9500

DEWALT

High Performance Industrial Tools
12** (J@Sninn)
Heaxy Hlinty

d*- Componnd Wilter Saw

PW705

NAME___
ADDRESS
TELEPHONE NUMBER ( )

ATLANTA BRAVES ENTRY BLANK

Iy

8T ZIp

Must register by June 10th, 1998

Carolina Buildexs ﬂnp.plnyees and relatives not eligible

WILSON STORE ONLY

“It’s a reflection on our school.”
said Peppers, who was given his
award by NCHSAA Deputy Execu-
tive Director Dick Knox, Assistant
Executive Director Que Tucker
and former NCHSAA board mem-
ber Ronald Chavis. “There’s a lot
of people who helped me out —
my coaches in football, basketball
and track and the players who

v Lo Pregress)

NGV
Cpring Oal

BVE F«,\."Ti-:\ NG

ISR ENCS

ILOW DIy}

pushed me to get better.”
Not only better, but, at least for
1998, the best in the state.

For auto, home
and life - Being
in good hands
is the only
place to be.

ROBERT MELVIN
Senior Account Agent
1101-B Ward Blvd.
Wilson, NC
(Near Goody's)
Bus. 237-7100
Res. 237-5777

Wilsom

Paul Berry <

291 -2111

Douglas Bell
Sales Professional

1800 8. Tarboro St.,

Capital A\ Toyota
291-5300

Wit? Specialize in
2 amdi 4 W heel
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AS LOW AS

$2 895

155/80R13

&

237-6426
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0
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ni(eN

WIS

COOPER
TRENDSETTER AAV

* Four Season Service
¢+ All-Weather Tread Pattern
* Classic Shoulder Design
» Scuff Resistant White Sidewall
¢+ Radial Construction
* Long Wear and Energv Saving
Size
| 165/80R13
175/80R13
185/80R13
| 185/75R14
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|225/75R15
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[ronman

Player, Team Pos. Hgt. Wgt. Class
Mark Strickland, Hunt Back 6-3 225 Senior
Julius Peppers, So. Nash Back ©6-7 247 Senior
Antwane Yelverton, Greene Ct. Back 6-0 190 Senior
Virgil Parker, it Back 5-9 215 Senior
Rayvonne Nvewklrk, Fike Back 6-0 185 Junior
Kelsie Langston, Beddingfield Back 6-0 190 Senior
Johnny Aytch, Greene ‘Ctrl. Line 5-7 170 Senior
Kyle ‘Creech, No. Johnston Line 6-3 330 Senior
Dominique Lindsay, Beddingfield Line 6-2 190 Senior
J.T. Windham, Fike Line 510 180 Senior
Adam Pittman, C.B. Aycock Line 510 157 Senior
Terrell Bright, Greene Ctrl. Line 6-2 225 Senior

Ironman of the Year: Mark Strickland

Between Fridays

Tuesday, Decembor 16, 1997

7
rea Foutduill 1 eam }g ,,

Offense

Player, Team Pos. Hgt. Wgt. Class
Jermaine Moore, Greene (tt. Back 6-0 157 Senior
Tavarus Redimond, SW Edge.  Back 6-0 200 Junior
Alfae Brown, Greene Ctil, Back 511 173 Senior
Ane¢ McClennahan, ENCSD Rec. 6-0 150 Senior
Reginald Reid, Gmne Ctil. Rec. 6-3 18 Senior
Shaun Breen, Hunt Line 6-5 300 Senior
Adam Mills, Southern Nash Line 5-6 200 Senior
Preston Anders, Beddingfield Line 6-3 255 Senior

Mark Barnes, Hunt Line 6-3 215 Soph.
Brad Walston, SW Edge. Line 6-0 210 Junior
Mitch Gay, Greene Ctrl. Line 6-0 195 Junior
John Hyde, Hunt Kick. 510 165 Junior

Offensive Player of the Year: Mark Strickland

Defense

Player, Team Hgt. Wgt. Class
A W, Abbett, Greene Ctrl. Bau:k 61 170 Senior
Ron Harris, Southern Nash Back 5-9 149 Senior
Anitonio Jones, Greene Ctrl. Back 510 160 Junior

Williaim Barnes, Fike Back 5-9 170 Senior
Chico Deberry, Hunt LB 511 210 Soph.
Mike Marcello, Hunt LB 510 185 Senior
BJ. Deans, Hunt LB 6-1 200 Junior
Trevian DeVaughn. Bedd. LB 510 215 Senior
Shaun Rose, Hunt Line 6-6 310 Senior

Chris Wilder, Southern Nash Line 6-1 280 Junior
Georgic Bullock, SW Edge. Line 6-1 280 Soph.
Demetrius Blount, Hunt Line 6-1 220 Senior

Defensive Player of the Year: Shaum Rose

Player of the Year: Mark Strickland, Hunt

By Daily Times Sports Staff

Hunt, after a losing wake-up
call at Hertford County, proceed-
ed to simply dominate the Class 3-
A Big Eight Conference varsity
ffeotball ranks.

The Warriors claimed revenge
against Hertford County and were
again the last Big Eight team left
standing in the N.C. High School
Ahlletic Association Class 3-A
playoffs.

A classification lower, Greene
Central was the scourge of the
Eastern Plains Conference. The
Rams’ exit in the opening round
of the 2-A playofifs was a shocker.

But the dominance of Hunt and
Greene Gentral of the 1997 Wilson
Daily Times All-Atea lineup
comes as no shock.

The Warriors set the pace with
IO representatives among the 36
players selected to the Ironman,
Offfensive and Defensive units.
Gueene Central landed nine.

Senior tailback Mark Strick-
land and mammeth defensive
tackle Shaun Rose of the Warriors
garnered the Big Eight’s top indi-
vidual accolades. Ditto among the
Alll-Atea elite.

Strickland emerges as the land-
slide choice of the Daily Times
sports staff as the Player of the
Year. ‘The H@mfa 225:pound,
multi-purpose performer reigns
as the Ironman of the Year and
the Offensive Player of the Y.ear
in the process.

R&S@ at 66, 310 pounds and a
Shaine Bowl selection, stands
huge as the Defensive Player of
the Year. Rose has verbally com-
mitted to continue his career at
East Carelina University.

Swickland, who also excelled
A@fmsw.eiy and as a punter, Is
%ﬁ by senior teammate Virgil

rker, a fullback-linebacker on
the lronman unit.

Gieene Central is the Ironman
front-runner with the senior trio
of Antwane Yelverton, also head-
ed for ECU, Johnny Aytch and
'iFlliP exclusive unit also featur mfg

Wim dham and junior vammc

Newkirk ﬁlkﬁ §F‘i‘}19if5 ﬁl@isw

f%ﬁ? ) §.¢H!8F i@/i@
orth Johnston, and
Pittman of Gharles

: ﬁ%?&ﬂ qQQO:yarﬁ FH§H

% E?% :
. e b q;eeﬁf?i-
B e Mogre. o

Jermaine

Langston Parker Aytch

Waln'lors, Rams dominate

Hunt'’s Strickland and Rose collect more individual accolades

Mark Strickland Shaun Rose

... Player of the Yiear .. top defensive player

| ?’E‘% Honorable Mention }97 '

BEDDINGFIELD — Brandy Barnes, James Williams, Kelvin
Beamen, Tuck Thomas. _

_FIKE — Justin Mason, Antonio Rogers, Johnny Coley, Rod Har-
ris, James Roundtree, Philip Bissette, Frank Sasser.

HUNT —Montae Ruffin, Derrick Gray, Donnelle Knight, Antheny
Barnes, Robert Best, Cedric Williams, William Hesmer, Mike Linsey,
Bobby Hinnant, Kedran Bynum, Eddie Barnes. :

SOUTHWEST EGECOMBE — Bash Knight, Clifton Wooten,
Brandon Hussey, Quarry' Williams, John Pittman, Frank Barnes,
Brad Cobb, William Autry, Deshawn Richardson, Jerard Wiggins.

SQUIHERN NASH — Travis Battle, Derrick High, Comelius
Gary, Termrell Taybron, Jason Earp, Derrick Lucas, Jon Keen,
Demarig Danigls, Derrick Jongs.

CHARLES B. AYCOCK —C.€. Dunn, Edwin Finch, Nelson Cun-
ningham, Jerry Johnson, Adam Butler, Les Stewart, Ardar Hicks,
Matt Rast, Stevie Parrish, Bryant Hoots.

GREENE CENTRAL — Jody Ginn, Matt Noble, Iryin Perkins,
Tamfkq Davis, Michael Croom. Dennis Hines, Aystin Suggs, Ben

ﬁ"ﬂi JOHNSTON — Dennis Brockington, Devon Hinton, Lee
?}ﬁflwngé Antonio Stanch, Jay Creech, Dusty Johnson, Scoft Miles,

(5

E CSD — Patrick Squire, Jamaine Black, Bruce Fritz, Patrick
McMillan, Edrick Webb, Richard McClennghan.

Fastern | 3 aughn o ng-
Deaf spm@r Aﬁc wﬂle@@mw figld.
and Rams’ senior Reginald Reid ~ In the secondary are the
are the recetvers, while Hunt Greene Central tandem of senior

. junior John Hyde is the kicking A.W. Abbott and junior Antonig
specialist. Jomes, senior Ron Harris of

The linemen are 69, 300;pound  Southern Nash and  senigr
senior Shaun Breen of Hunt, William Banes of Fike.

senior Adam Mills of Southern  Strickland became the War-

Nash, junior ﬁfaﬁ Walston f riors’ all-time m ﬁmgk@ as:q%@.n

gghwsﬁf se gston . Fusher wml} 9 yqfa qnd
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Creech Plttmarn Lindsay Bright

D
¢
could block, but his senior cam- €
paign saw him step out with
above-average speed and mobili- n
ty'_
“We didnt really know how well S
he would do,” Raper said. “A tail- e
back must have a certain vision Abbott

and feel for the game. Mark had
it.”

Raper proudly describes Rose
as “a man among boys.” His all-
star foundation is not based on
statistics —but impact. Rose did-
n’t just occupy a sizable amount
of space:

“He creates his own space,”
Raper said. “Teams ram away
from him a lot this year, or they
were trying to double-team, chop
or cut him. He runs the 40 (-yard
dash) in 4.9 (seconds) and has
great feet. He was dominating
player: He was just about our
whole defense.”

That’s a powerful statement,
considering the presence of
Pagken, Strickland, Mareello,
Deans, Deberry and Mark
Bames. But Raper explains
teammates enjoyed all-star sea-
sons because of Rose’s pres-
ence.

Deberry and Deans became a
i’-ﬁh?]] pair weg into thedseamm. -

arker was there on defense,
and provided running room for Devaugha Mareellp
Strickland. Hyde seldom missed
on extra-peint and short field-
goal kicks. Mark Barnes
excelled as a blocker and
became a capable receiver:
Strickland couldn’t be blamed
for following Parker and Breen.

MeCllennahan ranied as the
area’s top receiver, while Moore
was the most accurate passer —
benefiting from targets such as
Reid, Jones and Bright. Yelyer-
ton filled multiple Greene Cen-
tral roles despite a nagging
injury and Brown stepped up to
oin smekmg, Iéeﬁm?nd and

ppers as backs piling up
more than 1,000 yards rushing.

Peppers cracked the 1,000-

yard plateau for the third con-
&E‘-@mwe season, but his great-
est Y?JIW- may have been defen-
sively E‘J Harris, the
mma tackler; Wilder and
Mills guided the Firebirds into
the playoffs for the second
straight year.

Deserving much credit for the
Fike turnaround is the trio, of
Newkirk, William Barnes and
Windham.

Defense was rugged for Greene
Central because of a secondary,
where Abbott was sghﬁ am
e

u U
o S e o
3instays ang&m, Lindsay,

ﬁaﬁ:ﬁ and  Devaughn Gl
ts during a %?Sﬂk
%@ Sason.
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Prep basketball

Seturday, April 5, 1967

Peppers, Lewis repeat
atop All-Area lineups

By Sports Staff

For the second consecutive sea-
son, junior 6-foot-6 center Julius
Peppers of Southern Nash and
senior 5-10 guard Tynesha Lewis
of Southwest Edgecombe have
been named The Wilson Daily
Times male and female Player of
the Year, respectively, but the
remainder of the 1996-97 All-Area
15+player rosters include many
new faces.

Peppers is joined by by Bed-
dingfield senior forward Grady
Farmer and Hunt senior forward
Reggie Farmer as boys repeaters.
Each, a second-team choice last
season, joins Peppers, Hunt senior
center Corey Cooper and Bed-
dingfield senior guard Garrison
Harris on the first team.

Lewis, an N.C. State signee, en-
joyed another phenomenal season
for the Lady Cougars, who were
109-12 during her four years. She is
joined on the first team by Fike
senior guard Roc Canady, junior
Charles B, Aycock guard Jeri Lyn
Coker, North Johnston senior for-
ward Heather Casey and senior
Southern Nash forward Rikki
Cockrell.

The girls team lists sevem
repeaters. Lewis and Canady have
been first-team selections the past
three seasons (each was also
named her freshman season).
Coker and Casey were second-
team picks a year agoe while
Cockrell is a newcomer.

Second-team picks for the boys
are Greene Central’s Antoine
Davis, Hunt’s Jeff Strunk, CBA’s
Ray Pottsi,, SouthWwes:t
Edgecombe’s Willie MeGhee and
Fike’s Derrick McDowell.

The third team: Eastern N.C.
School for the Deaf’s Jamaine
Black, Fike’s Johnnie Lucas,
Greenfield’s Jason Gunnin, North
Johnston’s D.J. Brockington and
Southerm Nash’s Demario
Daniels.

The girls second team is North
Johnston’s Sora Standley, Greene
Central’s Jameka Dixon, Fike’s
Shemkia Reid, Hunt’s Chavonne
Pippiens and Southern Nash’s
Kari Ezzell.

The third team: Emily West and
Susan Herndon of CBA, North
Johnston’s Kelly Holland, Hunt’s
Natasha Locus and SouthWwest
Edgecombe’s Susie Beamon.

Players of Year

The unselfish, low-key Peppers,
a flamboyant dunker with the ca-
pability to dominate games,
turned in an outstanding all-
around performance.

Southern (14-13) finished second
in both the Big Eight regular sea-
son and tournament, and head
coach Rick Ruffin says Peppers
deserves much of the credit.

“I think in some people’s eyes,
he didn’t have as good a year,”
Ruffin said, “but percentage wise,
he shot better and his assists were
way up.”

The high-flying Peppers shot a
torrid 60,1 percent from the field

(179-298), averaging 16.9 points,
9.7 rebounds, three assists, 2.1
steals and 1.7 blocks — usually
with two or three defenders sur-
rounding him. He averaged nearly
18 points and 10.4 rebounds in Big
Eight games.

Second teams

Third teams

Dﬁvis Di:;un -

Plppmns

Potts :
MeDowell : i Reid ;

MecGhee

Ruffin emphasizes that Peppers
“still has a lot of ability. He hasn’t
really shown all of his capabilities.
I feel like he’ll reach that —
maybe next year.”

Like Peppers, Lewis spent much
of her season helping teammates
develop confidence, but, when the
game was on the line, she took
control. With superior ballhan-
dling, slashing moves to the
basket and a long-range jumper,

Ezzell

Gunnin Herndon

Daniels Beameon

the two-time Big Eight Player of
the Year dominated.

Lewis averaged an area-high
22.4 points, eight rebounds, 5.5
assists and four steals. She is also
ranked 12th in her class academ-
ically and is the student govern-
ment president.

‘““She is a complete player,”
Langley said. ‘‘She cam score,
plays outstanding defense and is
an excellent leader. I have no

All-Area First Teams

Boys

Junior

Corey Cooper
.. Hunt senior

Senior

Reggie Farmer
.. Hunt senior

Player of the Year
Tynesha Lewis

SouthWest Edgecombe
Guard

Lewis led the Lady Cougars to their third consecutive
undefeated Class 3-A Big Eight Conference record,
their third straight league tournament championship
and into the state playoffs. Lewis, whose defending
3-A state champs lost in the sectionals, signed a
letter-of-intent to attend N.C. State.

Player of the Year
Julius Peppers

Southern Nash
245 pounds

Peppers led the Firebirds to second-place
finishes in the Class 3-A Big Eight Conference
regular-season race and league tournament.
He averaged 16.9 points and 9.7 rebounds, 3.0
assists, 2.1 steals and 1.7 blocks per game.

6-foot-6

Girls

Grady Farmer
.. Bruins senior

Garrison Harris
.. Bruins senior

5-foot-11

Roe Canady
.. Fike senior

Jeri Lyn Coker
.. C.B. Aycock junior

Heather Casey
.. N.J. senior

Hikki Cockrell
« So0. Nash senior

doubt she could have averaged
30-35 points a night, but she
wanted to get her teammates in-
volved.

“Looking at all the girls I've
coached, 1 think Tynesha may
have the best chance to make it
big at the collegiate level because
of her versatility.”

Supperting casts
Cooper, the Big Eight Player of

the Year, was runner-up for All-
Area Boys Player of the Year —
averaging 15.4 points and nine re-
bounds. Reggie Farmer averaged
10.5 points and helped trigger
Hunt’s defense en route to Big
Eight regular-season and tourney
and Eastern Carolina Classic
championships. Grady Farmer
was the steady player for the
Bruins, knocking down 16.4 points
per game. Harris (14.7 ppg), the

First team
PLAYER SCHOOL POS HGT ¥R
| Julius Peppers S. Nash Cc 6-6 JR
Corey Cooper Hunt c 6-6 SR
Grady Farmer BeddIngfield F 6-4 SR
Reggie Farmer Hunt F 6-3 SR
Garrison Harris Beddingfield G 6-3 SR
Second team
Anteine Davis G. Central F 60 SR
Jeff Strunk Hunt F 6-3 SR
Ray Potts C.B. Ayeock Cc 6-4 SR
Willie McGhee SW Edgecombe c 6-3 SR
Derrick MicDowell Fike F 6-2 JR
Third team
Jamaine Black ENCSD F 6*2 JR
Johnnie Luecas Fike G 6-8 so
Jasen Gunnin Greenfield F 6-4 SR
D.J. Brockington N. Jehnsten F 6-0 JR
Demario Daniels 8. Nash F 6-5 JR

Honorable mentiom

BOYS

BEDRINGFIELR — Kelly Winstead,
Travia Taylor
CHARLES B. AYCOCK — Bobby Byers,
Kamaal Goyens, Parker King.
ENESD — Ane MeClennahan, Patrick

%%E_ —1dris Talib, Rashaun Sauls.
GREENE CENTRAL — Antwane
Yelyerton, Jermaine Moore, Devene

Dunean.

GREENFIELD —Paul Gay.

HUNT — Keji Dickerson, Greg Ward,
Keyvin Wiggins, Teny Clay, Tim Car-
michael.

NORTH JOHNSTON — Jason Meorgan,

Travis Barnes, Tim Cuddington.
SQUTHERN NASH — Derrick High,
Darius Newkirk.

SQU-IHWEST EDGECOMBE — Leon

&g, Jay MeKinney, Jovie Sumner.
WI SON CHRISTIAN — Bert Harris,
Andrew Perry, Rebbie Benneti, Den-
nisen Dew.

GIRLS
E%BJN@HELB- Katherine Bagley,
CHARLES B- AYCOCK — Stephanie

Cannon, Sﬁahamﬁ Lawrence.
ENESB — Mellisa Chatman, Melissa
Har
Fi& = Qifﬁhﬂ% Gillikin, Elizabeth
%BEH@E? Beth Foster, Kalita Marsh.
RFFNE EENTML Keyii Darden
kesha Themas, Jemmifer

NQ%E%S?QN Melady Toole,

Dana Evans, Am Hi en
SQUFHERN H - Julie Pitts, Anna

T‘haﬁms(aa Msimhadm :
SQUTH E}Eﬂ? EDGECOMBE - Leni

WLSQN CHRISTIAN - Julie Jones,
Stephanie Bogue.

e
All-Area girls roster
First team

PLAYER SCHOoOL POS HGT YR
Tynesha Lewis SW Edgecombe G 511 SR
Ree Canady Fike G 5-8 SR
Jeri Lyn Coker C.B. Aycock G 5 4 JR
Heather Casey N. Jehnston F 5-10 SR
Rikki Cockrell §. Nash F 5-10 SR

Second team
Sora Standley N - Jehnston c 5-10 JR
Jameka Dixon G. Central G 57 JR
Shemkia Reid Fike c 511 JR
€havenne Pippiens Hunt F 5- 7 s0
Kari Ezzell §. Nash c 511 JR
Third team

Emily West C.B. Aycock c 511 JR
Kelly Helland N . Johnston G 5-8 JR
Susan Herndon C.B. Ayeock F 510 JR
Natasha Locus Hunt G §-4 SR
Susie Beamon SW Edgecombe c 6-1 SR

!

All-Area Offensive Player of the
Year in football, was Bed-
dingfield’s primary outside threat.

On the second team, Greene
Central’s Davis scored at a 14.6
elip and Strunk ignited many
rallies during a precedent-setting
Hunt season. Potts pumped in 16.4
points per game for CBA; McGhee
worked hard inside for his 14.7
points for SWE and McDowell net-
ted 13.7 ppg for Fike,

ENCSD’s Black emerged the top
area scorer at 21 points per game.
Lueas jump-started struggling
Fike when he joined them in late
December; Gunnin powered
Greenfield’s attack at 173 ppg;
Brockington averaged 11.5 points
for the Panthers; and Daniels was
Peppers’ capable sidekick.

On the girls first team, Canady
sacrificed personal geals for team
goals and it netted the Lady
Demons sectional and regional
championships and a state run-
ner-up trophy. She averaged 11.6
points and five assists. Coker was
CBA’s catalyst, averaging 16.9
points. Casey averaged 12.1 points
and Cockrell led Southern to its
best record, 17-11.

The second team includes three
centers. Standley was North
Jehnston’s top scorer at 13.3 per
game; Reid averaged 12 points;
and Ezzell (13.3 ppg) joined
Cockrell to provide Southern with
a solid one-two punch. Forward
Pippiens (17.7 ppg) powered Hunt
and Dixen (16.9 ppg) was Greene
Central’s leading seorer in all but
one game.

West (15.5 ppg) and Herndon
(10.0) were tough inside for CBA.
Locus, a four-year starter, and
Holland, ran the show for Hunt
and North Johnston, respectively,
while SWE’s Beamon used her 6-1
frame to average I0 points an
outing.

i
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Scoreboeard

Saturday. May 16, 1998

Majors
Friday’s boxes

By The Associated Press
American League Al Tires EBT
AMERICAN LEAGUE
__e=st Division
: W L Pt 6B LIO st Weme  Away It
New York 98 B P38 = 378 WP 11-3 15-6 0-0
""w*w WM'“'—"'M“%EE. " Boston 25 15 625 315 4% W 155 1010 0-0
W 4 4 2 1 B, o & 5 A Baltimore 20 20 500 85 46 L2 10-10 10-10  0-0
.mc”cnkn & 3% 5 1E3"Davi55"r? B Y %Y, Toronto 19 21 475 9’5 Z7-3 W2 89 11-12 00
.'.'”ﬁ'fab 505 % bR A% % Tampa Bay 17 22 436 1 55 W1 B8-12 910 00
“ sriflb 4'0 0 0 carterdh 3010
Mkelly H 4 1 2 1Baines dh 10 0 0 “w L Pet OB LIS &V'ss!':’“ Wowe  Away I
g U b i R b Cleveland 22 18 550 — z46 W2 127 1011 00
e W B S el e e 4 Minnesota 18 22 450 4 64 W4 813 109 00
Stockerss4 1 1 1 Surhoff If 40 10 Chicago 17 21 847 4 284 W2 87 914 00
ORI 18 e e & 0.8 Kansas City ~ 16 24 400 & z4% L1 615 109 00
b e Detroit 13 23 31 7 B4 W3 78 6-15 00
Bordick'ss2'0 0 0
Totdls 334 0 4Totmls 3216 1 West Division
e W L Pct GB Lio st Home Away  Intr
m“‘/ e 6 — {I' Texas 25 Wb B0 — B4 L W7 08 00
ore /000 Anaheim 20 19 513 415 3-7 L-2 1212 87 fole}
E—vetesma (1). ‘DP—Taips B8y 3, Seattle 19 21 415 B 255 L-3 12-11 7-10 0-0
Oakland 16 23 410 8™ 237 L2 913 7-10 0-0
‘Belltimore 1. LLOB— Tampa Bay_B4 Balti- i S =
more 7. 2B—Ledesma (3). 3B—Winn NATIONAL LEAGUE
(1). 'Stocker (3). HR—MKelly (3). EDavis
(7) 'S=MNicCracken SF—McCracken East Division
L RER 'BB'SO W L Pet GB LIO St  Home Away  ntr
‘Bay Atlanta 3N M TN = a8 WP 18-6 13-5 0-0
Alvarez W44 7 - A ‘New York 19 17 528 9 264 L-2 139 6-8 0-0
Mecir 1 O 90 80 §.'H Philadelphia 20 18 526 9 7-3 W- 14-7 611 0-0
P}H'eﬂdez S5 1 L W0 W09 W ‘Montreal W4 D5 350 45's 246 L2 A3 3-12 0-0
Baltimore FFlotida 14 28 333 17 37 W- 10-15 413 0-0
Key L.4-2 U B0 33 33 06 @
Charlton 28 W1 10 1 Central Division
. . W L Pct GB LIO St Home Away Intr
Alvarez pitched to 2 batters in the 8th Houston 25 W5 805 — 284 LD 116 149 0-0
HBP—by Alvarez (Bordick). = Chicago 23 18 561 2t Z-7-3 L1 14-8 9-10 0-0
Umpires—Home. Reed; First, O'Nora; Milwaukee 20 W8 528 4 37 L1 10-10 10-8 0-0
Second. Tschida, Third. Denkinger Cincinnati 21 20 512 4's z7-6-4 W-3 109 11-11 0-0
T—2:33 ‘A—47.421 (48,262) St [Louis Wo 20 487 B'% £37 L3 1246 7-14 0-0
Pittsburgh 19 21 475 & 2z-7-3 W-1 13-11 6-10 0-0
Blue Jays........ccneiie®
West Division
Uy N——— W L Pt B LIO Str Home  Away Intr
San Diego 26 14 650 — z-55 W2 124 14-10 00
ANAHEIM TUR"CMTO San Francisco 23 18 561 38*2 2z-7-3 W-2 126 11-12 0-0
@b i hibi @b v hhi Los Angeles W 21476 7 37 L 106 9-15 0-0
Erstad 1b 4 0 0 0 Stewartcf 3 1 10 Colorado 17 24 415 915 237 L4 413 1311 00
GAndsn'lf4 0 10 SGreentf 42 1 4 Arizona 9 31 225 17 228 W-1 511 4-20 00
Edmnd cf 4 10 0 0 Cnsecollf 31 114 4
Fielder dh 20 '0 0 JoCruz'cf 0000 z-first game was a win
Nevinph 110 '0 0 'CDIgdo 1b5 1 ' 710
Bolick 3b 30 0 '0 Stanley dh2 1 1 2 INWIERICAN ILEAGUE NATIONAL LEAGUE
Wibeck c 4 0 0 0 TFrmdz2b 3 32 2 Thursday’s Games
Mshore rf 3'0 0 0 Sprgue 3b3 02 1 Thursday's ‘Games San Francisco 6, Montreal 1, st
NMrltn 2b 83 1 1 0 Fltcnerc 4 0 12 Minnesota 2, Boston 1, 12 innings game
DSrcnass2'0 10 AGnzlz'ss 410 10 ‘Kansas City 10, Tampa Bay 2 San Francisco 2, Montreal 0, 2nd
Shipley 'ss 10 0 0 Grbeck'ss 0 OO0 Detroit 8, Oakland 3 game
Totals 31 1 30 Totals 31911 19 Toronto 5. Anaheim 4 Chicago Cubs 9, Colorado 7

Cleveland 5, Baltimore 4

Anaheim 000 IGO0 @G0 — 1 Chicago White Sox 5, Seattle 3
Toronto 440 @G0 MOox @ — 9 Texas 7, N Y. Yankees 5,13 innings
DP—Anaheim 2 LOB—Anaheim 5, L. ‘s Games

Detroil 8. Oakland 3

Cleveland 3, Texas 2, 14 innings
Toronto '9, Anaheim 1

Tampa ‘Bay 4, Baltimore 1
‘Boston 5, Kansas City 2
"Minnesota 7,N Y Yankees 6

Toronto 7 2B—GAnderson (9), SGreen
(6), CDelgado (8), TFernandez (11).
HR—TFernandez (3) 'SB—Stewart
(12), SGreen (7), Canseco (10). 'CS—
Stewart (6) SF— Stanley

P H R [ER IBB'SO

Anaheim Chicago White Sox 6, Seattle 3

KHIML:6-2 28 § 6 B8 % W

Hasegawa M ® m 1 1%0 ‘Saturday’s Games

Cadaret 1% 0 D 0 M3 Anaheim (Dickson 1-4) at Detroit

Toronto (Worrell 2-4). 1:05 p m

Hentgen W 5-37 2 1 191 5

Carpenter 2 10 D # 2 Texas (Witt 4-1) at Cleveland
(Burba 3-4), 1:05 p.m.

HBP—by KHill (Stewart). WP—

‘Hasegawa, ‘Hentgen Seattle (Fassero 4-1) at Toronto

Umpires—Home. Brinkman; (First, (Guzman 1-5), 1:05 p m.

Cousins; 'Second, Welke; Third, (Ceder-
strom
T—2:82 A—26/644 ((51,000).

Royalls........comncccammen e

Kansas City (Walker 0-0) at Boston
(Avery 0-0), 10

Tampa Bay (Arrojo 5-2) at Baltimore
(Erickson 4-3), 1:35 pm,

Minnesota (Tewksbury 3-5) at IN.Y.
Yankees (Mendoza 2-1), 1:35 p m.

IKANSAS I.QI'I'V“M MTQI‘N’ st

v r L .

- Oakland (Stein 0-1) at Chicago

Damon cf 4 0 1 0 Dkewisf i4 000,/ - .
Halter ss 4 0 1 0 Buford cf 4 g0 White Sox (Castillo 1-2), 7:08 p.m
Offmw 2b 4 1 2 0 LMVighnitbi4 000 .
Mack dh 410 1 1| keyrltzidh 4 21 Anaheimfgiﬁ'&g‘pm
Colnine if 410 000y é e Texas at Cleveland, 1:05'p' m
JKing 11b 310 2 0 Vantekc 41110 Kansas City at Boston. 1:05 p.m.
Pnditon 3b4 1 1 0 [Bnjmin:ss 3 m Sores Bov st Belimoie, 185 11
Dyerf 310 0 0AMerloni8h2 23 e By T30 pm.
Sutton ph 10 10 0 kemke2b 3 000 Minnesota at N Y. Yankees, 1:35
Fasanoc 30 1 1 =
Totals 84 2 9 2 Totals 1324 p &  585P™
Ka City 1000 001 100 — 2 2:(g)sa:;lrannd at Chicago White Sox,
Boston 1040 pOOOHOx — B Seattle at Toronto, 8:05 p.m.
DP—Boston 1. LOB—Kansas City 6,

Boston 4. 2B—Mack (7). i[Fasano (1),
Buford (6), Leyritz (3). IBenjamin (5),
Merloni (1), HR—Leyritz (7), Merloni (1).

CS—Halter (1).
o ¥ W RERR0  ssora NEW YORK
Kansas City ab r hbi r hbi
Rosado L.0-3 6 85 5 11 2
p Meares ss5 1 2 0 Knbich 2b 5 000
Bevil $3 00 0 0 0
Whisenant 13 00 3.0 0 Lawtonof 51 2 1 Jeterss 5122
B Molitordh 8 1 0 1 O'Neillf 50 10
Wield W5-1 77 72 2 %1 6 MCdvailf 4 1 2 3 BWlims of 4 000
; . Coonier 1b5 1 1 2 TMrtnz b 4 12 0
Corsi 1 10 00 0 y
Eckersley S,1 11 10 0D B Ochoatf 30 10 Rainesdh 4 110
- Stnbchc 40 41 OCurtislf 3212
f . iEi . Shave 8b 4 1 2 0 Brosius 3b3 1 3 2
Umpires—Home. Ford; First. Hendry; i b .
Second. Culbreth; Third, Coble aldge &1 Vb Qiedie £ 0RQ
T—2:13. A—31,466 (33.925) Posadac 1000
fotals 36 712 7 Totals 36 610 6
White SOX.......osmmmeress®  Minngsota 204 100 @0 — 7
New York 030 002 190 — 6

Mﬁm$ -.-.-!-e--.-.-.--.--.-q-.--_-_-_-s

DP—New York 8. LOB—Minnesota 7,

SEATTLE = cmcmoab ropj  MNew York 6. 28—Lawion (10), MCordo®
ool U g 1'0 Cmeron of 3 0 '0 1 va (58), TMafﬂnez 2 (18), Brosius 2 (10).
éora 20 34 .0 Snopek 2b4 i 2.0 HR—Coonier (7), J_etgr (7), Curtis (8)
Grfy Jrof 30 1 OFThmsdh 4 110 &B—Shave (1), J_—locklng (1). CS—Bro-
SRug eed 0 0 (Ballelk 4y § BUE SF=Maler -
EMrtnz dh 3 0 = 0 Vntura 3b 4 00Q ey L
GHill ff ~ 4.0 . OSierar 4010 g i R s e N &
RDayis 3b 3 11 0MOrdz#f 0,000 s ; 1 R A 7]
iMrzanoc 3 0 O Norton b 4 2 2 0 Swind “y > 1.0 0 0 14
Ducey ph 10 ;;, QOBrienc 4 130 A-u”fass : B e g
Huson'lb 4 1 | 2.Carusoss 30 i 1 weYQrvk'
foale 883 roiatale PPN E POMCTE. v 2w 7 o4 4
?ﬂmﬁ’ Q00 100 200 — 3 Nelson 2 00 P 0
hicage 820 00 ©Ox = ®  \iyon pitched to 2 batters in the 6th,
E—RDavis (11), Swift (2). DP—Chicago Trombley pitched tto 11 batter in the 7th.

Umpires—Home, Garcia. First, Reilly;
Second. McClelland, Third. Hirschbeck
T—3:27 A—31,272 (57,545)

1. LOB—Seattle 7, Chicago 6. 2B—
Cora (8), FThomas (12), Norton (5),
OBrien 2 (4) HR—Huson (1), Belle (9)

CS—Cameron (3), Caruso (2 -
fP) 1% Br s so Indians..

PO . o n o e a1 Rangers 41 4) 2
Lira 46 4 0 @0 @0 &
Chicago TEXAS -
Navarro W.4-3 718 7 3 43 #2 2 r jhbi 1 hbi
Foulke S,1 48 & @0 @0 g0 W TGdwincf4 1 3 0 010

a McLmr2b 5 0 OO Vizquelss 5 0 1 1
HBP—by Navarro (RDavis), by Swift Greerlf 6 110 Justicedh 56 13 1
(Caruso), by MNavarro (Cora) WP— JuGnlz f 6 0 » 0 frThome 1b50 10
Navarro WClark 1b5 0 = 2 1t MRmrzirf 40 0 0
Umplres—Home Evans. First, iMcCoy; IRdrgzc 50 10 Giles If 61 11
Second. Foster, Third, Meriwether Stevens dh50 - 2 0. SAlmrc 5020
T—2:25 A—16.127 (44.321). Cedeno dh1 OOO Frymn3b 5000

caleneal
MONDAY, MAY 18

[al'CG

PREP BOYS GOLF
NCHSAA Glass 3-A championshi
Hunt, Fike at @bapel Bill...........oo........ 7:30 2.m.

PREP GIRLS SOCCER
NCHSAA Class 3-A playoffs
Western H@f‘ﬂeﬂt ET3 1L — ¥
Clayton at Fiike 7 p-m

Saturday’s programs
9:90 — Golf — Benson & Hedges International
QRen. Golf Channel.
12:00 — Horse racing — Schaefer Handicap;
Rimlico Distaff; Sir Barton Stakes, ESPN.
12:00 — Lacrosse — NCAA Division 1 men’s
.%??Fferﬁm at Hempstead, N.Y.: Duke ys. Prince-

on, HE

1399 ~Major league sgccer — D- €. United at
New YoukNey Jersey, ESPN 2. Il ¥
139 5 %&;ﬁ? racing — kndy 500 pole, time trials,

: 2:00 — Golf —Byron Nelson Classic, WFYD-Ch.
200 — Auto racing — fndy 500 pole, time trials,

SP-N-
3:00 — NBA basketball — Western Conference
Fipals: Los éﬂ.gﬂl% Lakers at Utah, WITN-Ch. 7,
WANCN-Ch. 7.

390 — Horse racing —Maxyland Breeders Cups
Fhe Dixie, ESPN.

3:00 —Bowling —1G.rea.ter Betreif Gpen, WRALr
Gp- & WNCEG- 9.

San Diego 3, N Y. Mets 1, 1st game
San Diego 6, NY Mets 2, 2nd
game
Cincinnati 11, Florida 8
Pittsburgh 7, Houston 2
Atlanta 7, 'St. lLouis 3
Philadelphia 4, Los Angeles 0
Arizona 4, Milwaukee 1
Friday's Games
Late Games Not Included
Cincinnati 11, Chicago Cubs 3
Atlanta 3, Houston 2
Florida 8. 'St. 'Louis 7
Milwaukee at Colorado, (n)
Pittsburgh at Arizona, (n)
Montreal at Los Angeles, (n)
Philadelphia at San Diego, (n)
N Y. Mets at 'San Francisco, (n)
Saturday's Games
Milwaukee (Kart 4-1) at Colorado
(Ritz 0-1), 3:06 p m.
N Y Mets (Reed 3-2) at San Fran-
cisco (Rueter 4-2). 4:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Clark 2-5) at Cincin-
nati (Remimger 3-4). 7:06 pm
Atlanta (Maddux 5-2) at Houston
(Reynolds 3-2). 8:05 p m
Florida (Hernandez 2-3) at St. Louis
(Stottlemyre 4-3), 8:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Schmidt 5-1) at Arizona
(Anderson 1-4), 10:056 p m
Montreal (Vazquez 1-4) at Los
Angeles (Dreifort 0-4), 10:05 p m.
Philadelphia (Beech 1-2) at San
Diego (Brown 3-2), 10:05 p m.
Games
Chicago Cubs at Cincinnati, 1:15
.m.
Florida at 'St. Louis, 2:10 p m.
Atlanta at Houston, 2:35 p m
Milwaukee at Colorado, 3:05 p m
Montreal at Los Angeles, 4:05 p.m.
Philadelphia at San Diego, 4:05

p.m.
NY Mets at San Francisco. 4:05

p.m.
Pittsburgh at Arizona. 9:05 p.m.

Elster ss 510100 DaBell 2b'51 10
FTatis 3b 130110
Alicea 3b = 20100
Totals 47 12102 Totals 463101p 3

100001 00
Ckvaland 110000000000 01

2
= §

No outs when winning run scored

DP—Texas 2, Cleyveland 3. LOB— Texas
8. Cleveland 9. 2B—TGoodwin (3),
WClark (6). 3B—Greer (3). HR—Justice

(9), Giles (9). SB—TGoodwin (16),
McLemore (8). CS TGoodwin (6).

R ER BB SO
Texas
Burkett 7 G 2 2 B8
Gunderson Ib " 8 © @ 1
Crabtree 8 & @ 0 1.4
Bailes 2 " 6 @ © 8
Wetteland 1 G 6 © o 2
Leyine L.O-1 1 2 f 1y 140
Cleveland
JrWright % 32 2 & 8
Assenmacher 2s 0. 0 0 ®
Mesa Hay W% @ © @ ¢
MJackson I 1 Of 0 @0 '@
Villone % G 6 © ¢ 8
Plunk 8¢ 2 & © P 8
Krivda W.2-0 1 10 g 1

Levine pitched to 1 batter in the 14th.
Umpires—Home, Joyce; First, Clark;
Second, Craft; Third, McKean.

T—4:00 A—41,128 (43,863)

National League
Marlins......

=l

Cardimals
FLORIDA §T. LOUIS
ab r hbi ab 1 hbi
Cnglosi cf 3 0 0,0 DeShds 2b4 1 1 0
Rnteria ss 4 2 3 A1 RLnkfdcf 62 2 3
Floyd If 4 1 M2Gwrib2 110
Dlee ib 561 1 0BJrdanif 4120
Kotsay rf 5 3 2 Gaettid3b 5110
Zaun ¢ 5 1 4Mabrylf 5043
Cunsegll 2b5 1 0 Clayton ss 3 ©Q0Q,
Berg 3b 4 2 { Painterp 0 000
FHrdiap 0 0 0Gantph 1000
JPwellp 0 0 0Acvedop 0000
Mdows p 3 2 1 McGee ph 0 OQO
Drnsbrp 0 0 0 Lmpkinc 3 000
Stnifer p 0 0 Pgnozzic 20 10
Wehner 3b1 | 0 0 Raggiop 0 000
CKingp 0000
BRHntr ph 1 1
Biinfid p 0 0Q0Q
DHwrd'ss 2 00O,
Totals 39 815 g8Wotals 37 7137
700 |
S

E—Clayton (7). DP—Florida 3, St Louis
1. LOB—F|orida 8. St Louis 10 2B -
Renteria (6), Mabry 2 (4) HR—RLank-
ford 2 (4), Bﬁ,Hunter Sﬁ DeShlest
9). €s— Re'n.tena (2).

IP " 'H R ER BBSO

F

M’é&'v;vs Wil & o & &4
Darensbourg {1 Y ® B =
Stanifer 8 10 1~ S 0 -
FHeredia 13 10 B a1

JPowelI g2 i 4 ¢ Ty 140

Sa‘gglo"'lf_ 0-1239 %

. 2
CKing R ¢ 0 H
Boftenfield 2 3 1

onshi

g 1

1

Painter

- S - I - .
Acevedo g -9 N,9
WP—BottenfieW, Acevedo
Umpirées—Home, Poncino; First, Ripp
ley; Second. Darting; Third, Winters
T=3 13 A—45451 (49,676)

= -
ﬂ“%" el T it 3
LAN A 'HGUSTUN
ab r hbi &b r hbi
OGllén 88 4 0 0 0 Biggio2b 30 1 0
Lekhrt2b 40 0 0 DeBellrf 400 1
ChJdnes 3b4 0 0 0 Alou If 4010
Girrga 1b 30 0 0Berry3b 4110
KleskoIf 2 1 1 0 Hidalgoef 4 0 2 0
GerWm If 10 0 0 Howell 1b 3 0 1 1
Tuckerrf 40 10 Gterrezss4 000
EddPrzc 32 2 3Asmusc 3 1
AJones cf 30 0 0 Limap 1000
Neaglep 30 0 0 Spiersph 1 000
DeMrizp 00 0 0 Ntkwskp 0 000
Esebto ph 1 000
- DHenryp 0 00O
Totals 31 3 4 3Totals 32272
Atlanta 001 020 000 — 3
Houston ©00 0O 011 = 2

DP—Atlanta 2. LOB—Atlanta 3, Hous-

ton 5 2B—Biggio (16). Berry (6). Howell

(4). HR—EddPerez 2 (2). :
H R ER BBSO

Atlanta ¥

Neagle W51 78 6 1 1 2@ 5
DeMnez S1 13 11 170 0
Houston

Lima L.6-2 6 2 3 3 1%
Nitkowski 2 2 N8 a 38
DHenry 1 o9 o & A
Umpires—Home, Reliford, First,
Schrieber; Second, Montague; Third,
DeMuth.

T—2:23. A—38,941 (54.370).

Golf
PGA

Byron Nelson Classic

IRVING. Texas (AP) — Scores Friday
after the second round of the $2.5 mil-
lion Byron Nelson Classic, played on the
6.924-yard, par-70 (35-35) TPC at Las
Colihas and 6,846-yard, par-70 (34-36)
Cottonwood Valley course:

Hal Sutton =65% —=131
Harrison Frazar 64681 — 132
Fred Couples 66-67 133
Robert Damron 68565 —~ 133
Bob Friend 68470 — 133
Bob Estes 66-68" — 1341
Jeff Sluman 67-67 — 1341
Ted Tryba 66-68" — 134
Phil Mickelson 66-68" — 1344
Tom Watson 644701 — - 1344
John Cook 66-68" — - 1341
Scott Gump 65-70. — 135
Russ Cochran 68-67 — 135
Jay Don Blake 67-68' — 135
Payne Stewart 6867 —— 135
Jim Carter 6868 — 136
Jim Furyk 66-70 — 136
Tiger Woods 65-71" — 136"
Mark O’Meara 67-69: — 136"
Donnie Hammond 66-70. — 136"
Gabriel Hjertstedt 70660 —- 136
Bob Tway 70266 —- 186
Doug Martin 69:68 — 137
LenMattiace TNEGoR — 187
Willie Wood 69-68 — 137
Frank Lickliter 65-720 — 187
Glen Hnatiuk 6869 — 137
Blaine McCallister 686728 —18%
Steve Flesch 71-66 — 187
Chris Perry 67-70 — 187
Rocco Mediate 67-701 —-187
Corey Pavin 7067 — 187
Justin Leonard 6869 — 1387
Craig.BarIow 69-681 — 187
inker 69-:68: — 187
QOmar Uresti 69-681 — 187
McDonald’s
Championship

ROCKLAND, Del. (AP) — Scores Fri-
day after the second round of the $1.3
million McDonald's LPGA Champi-
onship. played on the 6,386-yard, par-
71 DuPont Country Club course:

Se Ri Pak 65-68] —- 1883:
Usa Walters 66-69 — 135
Usa Hackney 70-66 — 136
Dale Eggeling 68-69 —. 137
Donna Andrews 71-67 —. 188
Wendy Ward 71-67 — 138
Jane Geddes 69:69; — 138
Emilee Klein 121 —- 189
Tammie Green 72-68 —- 140
Meg Mallon 71-691 — 140
Dawn Coe-Jones 71-69 — 140
Annette DelLuca 70-70. — 140
Chris Johnson 69:711 —. 140
Kelly Robbins 69-71 — 140
Cathy Johnston-Forbes 71-70 — 144
Maria Hjorth 71-700 — 144
Juli Inkster 70:71 — 144
Michele Redman 70:71) —. 144
Liselotte Neumann 73-69 — 142
Joanne Morley 73-69 — 142
Michelle Estill 1270 —- 142
Missie Berteotti 12-70: —. 142
Kris Tschetter -7 — 142
Rachel Hetherington 71-71 — 142
Helen Alfredsson 7-71, — 142
Catrin Nilsmark 69:73 — 142
Michelle McGann 68-74 — 142
Jenny Lidback 70-73 — 143
Penny Hammel 70-73, — 143
Kim Saiki 69:74, — 143
Vickie Odegard 69-74, — 143
Seniors

Saint Luke’s Classie

BELTON, Mo (AP) — Scores Friday's
qfter the first round of the $1 million
Saint Luke s Seniors Classic, played on

the 6,539-yard, Ear 35-35—70 Loch
Lloyd Country Clul

Fred Gibson 32:33; —. 66
Bruce Summerhays 32-36 — 68
Larry Ziggler 3de3p — %
Isao Aoki 35-35 — 70
Bob E Smith 35:36, —. 71y
Bob Duyal 36-35 — 71
Don Klenk 35:3 —. 74
Ed Sneed 36:35 —. 74
Charles Coody 33:38 — 71
Tom Wargo 35-36 — 71
Chuck Thorpe 39:33, — 72
Don Maddox 8_:3h — T2
Dana Quigley 38:34 — 72
Jim Colbert 36:-36, —. 72
Bob Murphy 36-36 —. 72
Mike McCullough 36-36 — 72
Bobby Stroble 35-37 — 72
Tom Jenkins 38-35 — 73
Rik Massenqale 36-37 — 73
Jerry McGee 35-38, — 73
Miller Barber 36-372 — 73
Tom Shaw 38-35 — 73
Dave Eichelberger 36-37 — 73
Gibby Gilbert 36-3 — 73

Transactions
B_ALT]MO%_’E ﬁé%gﬁtgé-s—yﬁurchqse_d

the contract of RHP Bobby Munoz from
Rochesler of the International League.
Optioned € Charlie Greene = to

TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS—Recalled
LHP Scott Aldred from Durham of the
International League Optioned LHP
Ramcn Tatis to Hudson Valley of the
New York-Penn League Transferred
RHP. Bryan Rekar from the 15-day fo the
60 -day dlsabled list, retroactive to March

CALGAW {I'CA%\?E)'\-&GS'Actwated

LHP 'Rich Pratt from the disabled fist
Released INF Rene Gonzales. .

400 — Golf — McDonald’s LFﬁ4 Champi-
'WRALCH 5 WNCFCh. 9

400 - Drag racing - MIRA Fm Stock, FNN.

4?0 Horse racing -

The Preakness, WFVD-

5t &0- Auto racing — Indy 500 pole, time trials,

ESPN2

5:30 — Golf — Saint Luke’s Classic, ESPN:
7490 — Maggheagus Baseball — Tampa Bay at

ﬁ‘ilﬂmﬂfﬁ’

7:30 — Auto racing — Winston Open: Fhe Win-

ston, FAN.

7: 39 — NHL hockey — Playoffs: Edmonton at

P‘!H% ESPN.

Mﬂsr League Baseball — Atlapta at

ﬁwsmpa TBS.
8:00

Boxing — IBA cruiserweight champi-

onship: Kenpy Keene vs. Rocky Ganpon; heavy-
weights: Lamon Brewster vs. Garing Lane; junpior

Galf =

HP}!H M ‘qq# 1.21l i

gi.rmew.efgma Todd FR-EFFF vs- Francisco Mendez,
.MCP.?.H?H LPGA Champi-

il e UsAC Siiver Cronm

o

Midwest League
WISCONSIN TIMBER RATTLERS—
Placed LHP Ryan Anderson on the dis-
abled list, retroactive to May 12.
Reécalled RHP Harold Koehler from Lan-
caster of the California League
Texas-Louiaiana Leagué
LUBBOCK CRICKETS—Signed C
Bray Woodruss
Western Léague
BEND BANDITS—Traded INF-OF
Danny Gricé to thé Madison Black
Wolvés of the Northern League for
future considerations. Released RHP
Brett Wiggins
MISSION VIEJO _VIGILANTES—
Sigried LHP Wally Ritchie and OF
Randy Curtis
PACIFIC SUNS—Signed OF Alex
Sanchez, INF Raphael Ozuna, OF Kadir
ViHalona, RHP Eric King, RHP Jose Luis
Mussétt, INF Steve uolias, C Chris
Unrat, RHP Adrian Hollinger, C Nilson
Antigua. LHP Tim Davidson, 1B Marc
DiCarlo, and INF Jess Olivares
RENO CHUKARS—Announced the
retirement of C Shane Slayton
BASKETBALL
United States Baskétball League
ATLANTA TROJANS—Placed G
Antwon Hall and C Lorézno Hall on the
inactive list Sighed F Démetnus Alexan-
der and G Russell McCutcheon
CAMDEN POWER—Placéd G Andy
Bostick, G Jameés Head and G Garfield
Yulliw on the inactive list
CONNECTICUT SKYHAWKS—
Placed G Rasaun Young on the inactive
list. Released G Sean Estwick Signed F
Dorian Graham
FOOTBALL
National Football League
CLEVELAND BROWNS—Named
Phil Neri director of college scouting
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS—Re-
signed LB Bryan Schwartz, LB Kevin
Hardy and G Rich Tylski
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES—Named
Tom Modrak director of football opera-
tions.
TENNESSEE OILERS—Agreed to
terms with OL Evan Pilgrim.
Canadian Football League
HAMILTON TIGER-CATS—Signed
CB Brad Ford
TORONTO ARGONAUTS—Named
Greg Mandziuk director of media rela-

tions.
COLLEGE
CANISIUS—Announced the resigna-
tion of Christine Cunningham, women'’s
assistant basketball coach, to accept a
position at Quinmpiac
OSWEGO—Named Danya Pilgrim
women’s field hockey coach

NBA
Playoffs

Glance
All Times EDT

CONFERENCE FINALS
(Best-of-7)

Sat . May 16

L.A. Lakers at Utah, 3:30 p.m. (NBC)
Sunday, May 17

Indiana at Chicago, 3:30 p m (NBC)
Monday, May 18

L A. Lakers at Utah, 8 30 p m (TNT)
Tuesday. May 19

Indiana at Chicago, 8:30 p.m. (TNT)
Friday. May 22

Utah at L A Lakers, 10 p m. (TNT)
Saturday, May 23

Chicago at Indiana. 3:30 p m (NBC)
Sunday. May 24

Utah at L A Lakers, 3:30 p.m. (NBC)
Monday.

Chicago at Indiana. 3:30 p m (NBC)
Tuesday, May 26

LA Lakers al Utah. 9 pm (NBC), if

necessary
Wednesday. May 27
Indiana at Chicago 9 p.m. (NBC),
necessary

=

Friday, May 29
Chicago at Indiana. TBA (NBC),
necessary
Utah at L A Lakers, TBA (NBC), i

= =

necessary
Sunday. Ih_¥
Indiana al Chicago, (NBC), if
necessary

L A Lakers at Utah, TBA (NBC), if
necessary

Auto racing
The Winston
Lineup

The Winston Lineup
CONCORD. N C. (AP) — The starting
lineup for Saturday night's 14th annual
running of The Winston all-star race at
Charlotte Motor Speedway, with car
number in parentheses, driver, home-
town, type of car and qualifying speed in
mph (final starting spot will go to winner
of Winston Open qualifying race):
1. (94) Bill Elliott, Dawsonville, Ga..
Ford, 142.084
2. (5) Terry Labonte, Corpus Christi,
Texas. Chevrolet, 141.380
3. (18) Bobby Labonte,
Christi. Texas, Pontiac, 141.201.
4. (24) Jeff Gordon, Vallgjo, Calif:,
Chevrolet, 141 068
5. (6) Mark Martin, Batesville, Ark.,
Ford, 140 968
6. (40) Sterling Marlin,
Tenn., Chevrolet. 140.932
7. (88) Dale Jarrett, Hickory, N C.,
Ford, 140 453.
8 (21) Michael Waltrip, Owensboro,
Ky Ford, 140 101
9. (1) Darrell Waltrip, Owensboro, Ky.,
Chevrolet 140.052.
10. (28) Kenny Irwin.
Ford 139 767
(7) Geoff Bodine, Chemung, N Y.,
Ford, 139 601
12. (10) Ricky Rudd, Chesapeake,
Va., Ford, 138.772
13 (4) Bobby Hamilton, Nashville,
Tenn., Chevrolet, 138.756
14 (99) Jeff Burton, South Boston,
Va., Ford, 138 556
15. (36) Ernie Irvan, Salinas. Calif.,
Ponnac 138.126
(2) Rusty Wallace. St Louis, Ford,

Corpus

Columbia.

Indianapolis,

13

17 (98) Rlck Sickle, Edgerton, Wis.,
Ford, 137.

18 (43) John Andretti.
Pontiac, 135 401

19 (3) Dale Eamhardt, Kannapolis,
N C., Chevrolet, no speed.

NHL
Playoffs

Glanee
All Times ERT

*Faesr o
Washmgwsﬂfsééi\y&a%ﬂ 1

Dallas 3. Edmonton 1, Dallas leads
series 3-1

Indianapolis,

Thursday. 1
Buffalo 3, l\ll.llontr'ehlul?)‘Bu%ffalo wins
series 4-0
Detroit 5, St Louis 2, Petroit leads
series 3-1

Washington SH%‘taw 0, Washlngton
wins series 4—

Egmonton a? d‘%‘alg 7 30 p.m.

st Louis S ERRY WY 10

Dallas atueé"éﬁ%n%# 1%;30 pm.

(ESPN), if necessary

12 .31} Tennis — Italian O
12:30 — Arena foothall —1

TEAM RESULTS

Southérn N8R 76 Greensboro
Dudley 45, Durham Hillside 35, North
Buncombe 34, Roberson 33, East
Rowan 26. Kings Mountain 26, Have-
lock 22, Ragsdale 18. North Gaston
17 Fiké 18 Webb 16 Andréws 13,
Fayetteville Smith 13, Fuquay-Varina
12, Rockingham County 11
Mooreswll‘é 10. Kinston 10. Burlington
Williams 9, Concord 9. West Hender-
son' 9, Southwest Guilford 9, Parkland
8, West Rowan 8. Central Davidson 8
Burns 8, Washington 8, Southwest
Edgécombe 8. Hickory 6, Charlotte
Harding 6, Pendér County 5, Winston-
Salem Carver 5, Wilkes Central 4.
Enka 4, Western Guilford 2, White Oak
2, Sun Valley 2, Asheville 1, South
Point 1, North Iredell 1, Harnett Cen-
tral 1, ingfield I .

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS

100 METER DASH
1 Kelly Hardy, Kinston High 10 7h;
Jeremy Holman, Hillsidé Hig 10.8h;
. Léron Phelps, Havélock Hig 10 9h;
Martin Hicks Webb High SC 11 Oh.
Ryan MecCain, Burns High S 11 |h;
Tyree Kirby, Carver High 11.1h, 7.
Bryant Macklin, Fike High SC 11.3h:
8 Jessen Houston, Sun Valley H

1 4n
200 METER DASH
1 Marcus Oneal, Dudley High
21.53, 2. Derrick High, Southérn
Nash 22.17; 3. Leron Phelps, Have-
lock Hig 22.24; 4 Nick Holman, Hill-
side Hig 22.29; 5 Anthony Gentry,
White Oak HI 22.33; 6. James Cole-
man, Dudley High 22 49; 7 Jonathan
Norman, Roberson Hig 22.56
400 METER DASH
1. Tim Wells, Fike High SC 50.05;
2. John Richmond! Williams Hig 50.15;
3 Clair Turner, Hillside Hig 50 21; 4.
Braxton Williams. Dudley High 50 32;
5 Shon Perry Lilkes Centr 51.30; 6
Matt Boney, Pender Count 51 36; 7.
Tyrick Holmes, Hickory High 52.51; -
Keddrain Bowen, Washington DQ
800 METER RUN
1 Ricardo Bell, Havelock Hig
1:55.73; 2 Dustin Tysinger, Central
Davil 55.89; 3. Drew Meyers,
Andrews High 1:59.61; 4 Drew Caf-
fery, North Buncom 1:59.71; 5. TY
Gilliard, Parkland Hig 2:00.20; 6. Jay
Jahnes. Southwest GU' 2 0035; 7
Gabriel Peoples, Burns High S
2:00.70; 8 Ryan Hobday, Concord
High 2:01 55; 9 Justin Ollis, Lest Hen-
ders 2:01.59; 10. Clayton Toney, East
Rutherf 2:01.61; 11 Bobby Moffat,
Fuquay-Varin 2:03.84; 12. Nelson
Roberts, East Rowan H 2:04 15; 13.
Samuel McNeil, Oertford Hig 2:04.59;
14. Michael Williams, Beddingfield
2:04 84; 15 Andy Painter, Fuquay-
Varin 2:05.61; 16. Jimmy Evernham,
Southern Nash 2:07.35
1,600 METER RUN
1 Darrell Metcalf, Northh Buncom
4:23.9h, 2. Ryan Hobday, Concord
High 4:31 8h; 3. Tom Wilson, Hickory
High 4:32.6h; 4. Chad Pearson, Kings
Mounta 4:34.3h: 5. Jeremiah Johnson,
Lest Henders 4:35.8h; 6 Jerrod Hes-
son, North Iredal 4:38 40; 7 Cyrus
Burroughs, Ragsdale Hig 4 41 7h; 8.
Sean Mollahan, White Oak HI 4:44 7h;
9. Jeff Hubbard, C.B. Aycock High
4:45 4h; 10 Creighton lrons, East
Chapiel 4:45.6h; 11 Kwame Williams,
Dudley High 4:50.0h; 12 Luke Clark,
North Gaston 4:55.9h; 13 Derek
Mapes, Southwest GU 5:03 Oh, 14.
Jason McGarvey. Southern: Nash
5:03.Sh. 15. John Long, Hunt High
SC 5.08 8h
3,200 METER RUN
1 Jessie Norman, Fuquay-Varin
9:44 Oh; 2. Chad Pearson, Kings
Mounta 9:50 Oh; 3. Ryan Recchion,
Mooresville 9:58.3h; 4. Darrell Metcalf,
North. Buncom; 10:07 2h; 5 Kevin
Crosby, Sun Valley H 10:11 Oh: 6.
Jeremiah, Johnson, West Henders
10:20 00; - Derek Wilson, Western
Guil NT; - Brandon Hillis. Western Guil
NT; - Jeff Hubbard, C.B. Aycock
High NT; - John Mucci, Havelock Hig
- Jasom McGarvey, Southern
Nash NT; - Jeff Seibert. Central Caba
NT; - Josh Houghton, West Rowan H
NT; - Sean Giese, North Buncom NT; -
Sean Mollahan, White Oak HI NT; -
Ryan Strader, Rockingham C NT.
110 METER HIGH HURDLES
1 Arthur Deans, Southern Nash
14.4h; 2. Deshaun Richardson,
Southwest Edgecombe 14 4h; 3.
Chad Milsaps, North Gaston 14.9h; 4
Clement Gibbs, Washington 15.0h: 5.
Lamartive Etheridge, Smithfield-S
15.3h; 6 Ben Freeman, Fuquay-Varin
15.3h; 7. Tron Morehead, Smith High
8 15.5h; - Javon Quartes, West
Rowan H FS.
300 METER INT HURDLES
1 Chad Milsaps, North Gaston
38.78; 2. Javon Quartes. West Rowan
H 39.16; 3. Arthur Deans. Southern
Nash, 39 59; 4. COmeI.w,s ﬁgrx\,
Southern Nash 39.62; 5. Clement
Gibbs, Washington 40 20; 6. Freddie
Tumer Hillside Hig 40.35; 7 Brandon
Summrers, Smith High S 41.08; 8.
Sean Anding. Harnett Cent 42.05.
4X100 METER RELAY
1. Hillside Hig 42.66; 2. Ragsdale
Hig 42.86; 3. Southern Nash 42.98; 4.
Carver High 43.28; 5. Smith High S
43 29; 6 South Point 43.32: 7. Fike
% SC 43.79: 8 Havelock Hig
2; 9 Burns High S 43.95; 10 Sun
Valle.y H 44.01; 11. Asheville HI 44 17;
12. Goldsboro Hi 44.20; 13. Dudley
High 44.27; 14. Mooresville 44.69; 15.
North Gaston 45.15; 16. Harding High
45.15.
4%200 METER RELAY
1 Dudley High 1:27.3h; 2. South-
ern Nash 1:27.8h; 3. Fike ngh SC
1:28.4h; 4 Hillside Hig 1:28
Ra%sdale Hig 1:30.4h; 6. Asheville HI
:30 Sh; 7 Pender Count 1:31 9h; 8
West Rowan H 1:32.2h; 9. Foard High
S 1:32.7h; 10. Andrews High 1:33.0h;
11 Webb High SC 133 Ih; 12. North
Gaston 1:33.5h: 13. Kings Mounta
| 34.2h; 14 North Lenoir 134 8h: -
Carver High DQ.
4%400 METER RELAY
1. Southern Nash 3:23.10; 2. Dud
ley High 3:24.29; 3. Smith, High S
3:27.81: 4 Pender Count 3:30.60; &
Roberson Hig 3:31.33; 6 Williams Hig
3:32.26, 7. North Buncom 3:32.71; 8.
Hickory High 3:32 78; 9 East Rowan
H 3:34 12; 10. Andrews High 3 34.43;
k. Asheville Hi 3:34.96; 12. Concord
High 3:35 84, 13. Hillside Hig. 3:36 25,
14 North Gaston 3:36.72, 15 Wash-
ington 3:57.25, - Fike High SC DNR
QXW METER RELA
North Buncom 8:11.6h; 2 Rags-
dale Hig 8:17 8h; 3. West Henders
8 19.2h;'4 Dudley High 8 22.5h; 5
Hillside Hig 8:23.10; 6. Andrews High
:23.40; 7" Southwest GU 8:24.30; 8.
Smith High 8:29.3h; 9. Roberson Hig
8:30.8h; 10. Southern h 8:34,6h;
vy Ash(gl\-/lee ‘l—ﬁ' BNS'E 6h; 12
Mooresville 8:41.lh; 13. White Oak Hi
8:42 Oh, 14 Havelock Hig 8:44.6h; -
East Rowan H DQ.
HIGH Jump

1 Wllllam Montgomery, Raoberson

Hig 6-10; 2. |
nghgrn bL E?@ﬁ" ?“%rtam% hd
nd, Hig 6-08; 4 Rocco
Papacachanou Enka High SC 6-06; 5.

Jamie Chlldress Lllkes Centr 6- 0

; in Id 6- 04
éﬁﬂ g ﬁ d 604 &
ssay on 6-04; 9

Michael Jones, Tnnlt,y High 6-04

Wark Sisesne, it sl ¢ 503

11. Chaws Barnlnger Wes’t Rowan H

D Or AN

n, ESPN. I
ilwaukee at Arizona,

1:00 — College basehall — ACC tournament,

taped, HTS.

Sunﬁw § programs
9:00 — Golf — Benson & Hedges International,

Golf Channel.

N%m — Drag racing — Mopar Pagfs Nationals,
m; #E Amrsz racing — GN CoreStates Advantage

1:00 — Aam rFacing — SCEA Trans-Am, TAN.
108 — Maior Leagne Basehall — Chicago Euhs

Ff;nﬂﬂﬂﬂ%ﬂ’ WEN.
Baltimore,

ﬂ{’ﬁf League Baseball — Tampa Ray af

1:30 — .f%lum Facing — Indy 300 fime frialy,

WRBER 1L

2:00 — NHL hm‘-ks-x — Playoffs: St. Louis at

Detroit, WLFL-Ch. 22

oA
ES?

n
m

/\ ey

13. Lamartive Etheridge. Smith-

-

6-02,
field-S 6-0: 13. Leon Moore, Carver
High 6-0: 13 S McFarland,
Mooresville 6-0; - Chris Erwin, Rober-
son Hig NH.

POLE VAULT

1_Matt Price, East Rowan H 14-06.
2. Kenny Murray, Southwest GU 12-
06; 3. Aaron Aldridge North Buncom
12-06; 4. Chris Lider, Mooresville 12-0:
5. Kevin Loiselle, Western Guil 12-0:
6 Bryan Lynch, Northeast GU 12-0, 6
James Thomas, Roberson Hig 12-0: 8
Arron Rhymer, Erwin High S 11-06; 9
Clifton Smith, Foard High S 11-06; 10.
Brian Wurzinger, Williams Hig 11-0;
10. Josh Moss, Mooresvills 11-0; 12,
Kélvin Howard. Southern Nash 11-0:
- Brandon Winstéad. Southérn Nash
NH; Paul Corbitf, C.B. Aycock High
NH; - Joey Dykes, Franklin Cou NIT -
Adam Butler, C B. Aycock High NH

LONG JUMP

1. William Montgomery, Roberson
Hig 24-11; 2. Marcus Onéal, Dudley-
High 23-09' 75; 3 Justin McConKls,
Harding High 23-09.25: 4. Démary-
land Cooper. Southérn' Nash' 22-07;
5 Brinson Perry, Southern Nash 22-
04; 6 Sam Mills, North Gaston 22-
02.50; 7. Travis Coleman, Goldsboro
HI 21-09 50; 8 Delvin Barker. Webb
High SC 21-08.50; 9 Michael Jones,
Trinity High 21-05.75; [0. Kelsie
Langston. Beddingfield 21-05.75;
11. Dominic Weaver, Mooresville 20-
06; 12. Sebastian McClain, Fuquay-
Varin 19-11.75; 13. Tron Morehead,
Smith High S 19-07 50; 14 Josh But-
ler, North Gaston 19-05.50; 15. Joel
Bowman, North Surry 17-10 75; - Nick
Hoard, East Rowan H ND

TRIPLE JUMP

1. William Montgomery, Roberson
Hig 47-03; 2. Julius Peppers, South-
ern Nasly 46-10; 3. John Logan, Burns
High S 45-10; 4 Tron Morehead,
Smith High S 45-02.50; 5 Demary-
land Cooper, Southern Nash 45-01;
6 Jamie Scott, Concord High 43-
09.75; 7. Delvin Barker, Webb High
SC 43-08 75; 8 Dominic Weaver,
Mooresville 43-01.75; 9. Tony Price;
Smith High S 42-09 75; 10 Ronald’
Hannon. South Point 42-07 25; 11.
Hasaan Reddick, Andrews High 42-
02.50, 12. Brian Atkinson, Fike High'
SC 42-01.50; 13 Reny Smith; East
Rowan H 41-09 75; 14. Ernest Fos-
ter, Fike High SC 41-06; 15 Casey
Johnson, Smith High S 40-11.50; 16.
Jonathan Morgan, Franklin Cou 40-02.

SHOT PUT

1 Chris Glenn, Rockingham' C 52-
11.25; 2. Isaac Herndon, Webb High
SC 52-08.25; 3 Kareem Marshall,
Kings Mounta 52-07.25; 4 Danny Mis-
eheimer, East Rowan H 51-08.25; 5.
Ike Oglesby. East Rowan H 51-07.25;
6 Jerome Rucker, Harnett Cent 51-03:
7 James Roswell Pender Count 49-
01.50; 8. Cole Bean, North Gaston 48-
09.75; 9. Caleb Queen, Enka High SC
48-06; 10. Thurston Johnson, South
Point 48-04.50; 11 Marcus Hood,
Dudley High 47-09.50; 12. Steve Gray;
Andrews High 47-08.75; 13. Jess
Houston, Sun Valley H 45-10.75; 14.
Jason Earp, Southerm Nash 45-10;
15. Shaun Rose. Hunt High SC 44-
10.50; - Champ Burgess. Washington
DQ.

DIsCus

1. lke Oglesby, East Rowan H 171-
08; 2. Kareem Marshall. Kings Mounta
148-02 75; 3, Steve Gray, Andrews
High 145-01.50; 4 Isaac Herndon,
Webb High SC 144-05.25; 5. Champ
Burgess, Washington 139-01.75: 6
Chris Glenn, Rockingham C 139-01; 7
Brandon Cheek, Andrews High 136-
04.50; 7. Daniel Collier; Western Guil
136-04.50; 9. Chuck Sexton, Enka
High, SC 132-04, 10. Randy Cass;
North Iredal 124-08.50; 11. Sean
Karcher, Smokey Mount 118-05; 12.
Chris, Rogers, Southern; Nash, 117-
01; 13. Kenneth White. Southern: Ala
105-09.50; - James Rowell, Pender
Count FOUL: - Rodney Reddick,
Washington FOUL; Brad Boone, North
Buncom ND

Girls
TEAM: RESULTS

Roberson 66. Southern; Nash: 58
Eden Morehead 44, Southern Durham
30, Hickory 27, South Caldwell 26,
Hertford| County 24, Greensboro Dud-
ley 22, Western, Guilford: 19, South-
west Guilford 18.5, Enka 16, Wilson;
Fike 15, Trinity 14, Andrews 14,
Durham Hillside 12, Charlotte, Harding
12, Mooresvillee 10, Havelock 8.5,
Northwest Cabarrué 7, North Bun-
combe 7, Sun Valley 7, Clayton 6,
Fayetteville Smith 6, Rockingham
County 6, Fuquay-Varina 5, North
Surry 4. Harnett Central 4. Franklin 4,
Concord 4, Kinston 4, East Rowan 3,
Asheboro 2, Saint Stephens 2,
Burlington: Williams 2, Central David-
son, 1, Washington 1

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS;

100, METER DASH.

1. Anissa Gainey, Clayton, High
12.2h; 2. Shirena James. Hickory High
12.2h; 3. Demiko Picott: Hertford High
12.2h; 4 Shamika Scales, Morehead
Hig 12.4h, 5. Calina Williams, Kinston
High. 126h; 6 Courtney Carter,
Williams Hig, 12.6h; 7. Ronetta
Burgess, Washington 12.6h; 8. Laqui-
ta Bowling, Hillside Hig 12.8h,

200, METER DASH

1. Shirena James, Hickory High
25.13; 2. Shamika Scales, Morehead
Hig 25.17; 3. Anissa Gainey, Clayton
High 25.34; 4. Demiko, Picott, Hertford
Hig 25.87; 5. Cory Burkett, Ashboro
Nnn 26.20; 6. Alpha Johnson, Dudley
High 26 40; 7. Erica, Roberts, Burns
High S 26.41, 8 Carla Martin,
Andrews High 26.61

400 METER DASH,

1 Toshima Dabbs. Moreghead, Hig
58.14, 2. Tomaseina Rarker, South-
ern. Nash, 59.97; 3 Roslyn Bingly,
northwest CA 1:00.20; 4. Tawanna,
Rowland, Smith High 1:00 66; 5.
Amber Dardin. And.re.v_vs H@h 1:01.31;
6 Roxanne Allen, Saint Stephe
1:01.61; 7. Monigue Lewette, Dudley
High 1:01.69, 8 Jennifer Russell, East
Rowan H 1:02.09.

800 METER RUN,

1 Melinda Dubose, Enka High SC
2:20.14: 2 Bayly Bulkeley, Southwest
GU 2:21.43; 3 Erin Howard, Sun Val-
ley H 2:22.84; 4. Emma anfls
Franklin Cou 2:23.44; 5. Stephanie
Moore, Southwest GU 2:24.78; 6
Martha Fuller, Central Davi 2:27.32; 7.
Ann Jackson, Piedmont Hig, 2:27.92;
8. Labreshia Womack, Dudley High
2:28.67; 9. Deanna Sanniota, Foard,
High S 2:28 74; 10 Emily, Furr, Wilkes
Centr 2:29.53; 11 Stephanie Miller,
Roberson Hig 2:33.10; 12 Michelle
Cooper Fuquay -Varin 2:33.66; 13.

27‘3 %M gh,hulrr,l, Sout,hgrr,:l Nash,

field 2:4 afl?n

ston’ High 7 5

169 .u@tﬁrﬁ. RUM

1 Sarah-Vance Goodman, Rober-
son Hig 5:03.8h; 2 Erin Kelly, Rober-
son Hig 5:12.2h; 3 Beth Fonner, Trini-
ty High 5:17.2h; 4 Natalie Lewis, Har-
nett Cent

5:24.4h; 5. ri url Fike
High SC 5:29. gﬁq'embu%heﬁ%o&p'gr
Fuquay-Varin 5:32.7h; 7 Alisha Bretz,
North Buncom 5:39.9h; 8 Martha Mar-
lowe, Wilkes Centr 5 40.9h; 9. Tamika
Newsome. Hertford H|g 5:43.00; 10.
JeSS|e Shuman, East Chapel 5:43.50;

Julie " Elmore, South Caldwe

14 00,12. Erin Coulter Foard High'S
5:44 50; 13 Jennifer Bronars Have-
lock Hig 6:02.10; 14 Shahrzad Rez-
va_n_l \Ea_st Chapel 6:02.70,

a_ck

3,200 METER RUN

1. Sarah-Vance Goodman, Rober-
son Hig 10:54 64; 2 Beth Fonner, Trin-
ity High 11:32 66; 3 Erin Kelly, Rober-
son Hig 1141 03; 4 Michelle Coopér,
Fuquay-Vann 12 08 56, 5. Carin Bur-
kett. Fike' High SC 12 12.54; 6 Jen
niter Williams, East Rowah H
12:16 04; 7. Autumn Read, northwest
CA 1223 14; 8 Hannah Grimes.
Asheville HI 12:27 44; 9 Julié Elmore,
South Caldwe 12:30.17; 10 Emily
Galvin, East Henders 12:34'41; 11
Emma Batchelor, East Chapel
13:02 71; 12. Jennifer Bronars, Have-
lock Hig 13:11 38: 13. Shahrzad Rez-
vani. East Chapel 13:13.38; 14. Shau-
na Mclver, Manteo High 13:15 88; 15.
Kelly Gates, Western Guil 13:25 4?5‘
16. Crystal Joyner, Southérn
13:32 01

100 METER' HIGH' HURDLES

1. Lavemia Chambers, Hillside Hig'
15.0h; 2. Heather Carpenter, Southern
Dur 15.9h; 3. Kwanna Skinner, South-
ern Dur 16.2h: 4 Virginia Lacombe.
South Caldwe 16.2h; 5. Angie Ward,
Tuscola High 16 4h; 6 Brandy Belk-
dahimoor, Mooresville 16.5h; 7.
Tiffany Swith, Fike High SC 16 5h: 8
Leslie Bigelow; Hickory High' 17.4h.

300 METER INT HURDLES'

1. Tiffany Smith, Fike High' SC
44 87; 2. Virginiaw Lacombe. South
Caldwe 46.28. 3. Shena Clark, Rock-
ingham C 46.78; 4. Heather Carpen-
ter, Southern Dur 48 20; 5. Leslie
Bigelow: Hickory High 48'44; 6 Tiffany
Deans, Dudley High' 48 95; 7. Mandy
Mulford, Roberson Hig 50.07; 8. Ria
Diggs. Harding High 50.42.

4X100' METER' RELAY

1. Dudley High 48.71; 2. Seuthern'
Nash 49.71; 3. Western Guil 50.07; 4.
Harding High' 50.43; 5. Hillside Mig!
5046; 6 Hickory. High 5066, 7
Andrews High' 50 95; 8 Western Ham
51.20; 9 Roberson Hig 51.27: 10
Mooresville 51.51; 11. Asheviller HI
51.58; 12. Southwest ED 51.84; 13.
Hertford' Hig 52.19; 14 Kings Mounta
52.56: 15. Beddingfield 52.62: 16.
Erwin High S 53 61'

4X200' METER' RELAY

1. Southern: Nash' 1:42.2h; 2. West-
ern' Guil' 1:44:9h; 3. Roberson Hig!
1:45.4h: 4. Hickory High' 1:45 7h; 5
Andrews High 1:45.9h; 6. Southern
Dur 147.0h; 7 Hillside Hig 1:47 2h; 8
Mooresville 1:48 7h; 9. William's Higi
|' 48 8h; 10. Southwest ED 1:49.2h;
1" Hertford' Hig: 1:50.5h; 12. East
Henders 1:51.70; 13 Wilkes Centr
1:54.3h; 14, Kings Mounta 1:54.4h; -
Harding High DQ

4X400 METER' RELAY

1. Dudley High 4:00:62; 2. Roberson
Hig 4:02.19 3! Southerm: Nash'
4:06.88; 4 Andrews High' 4:07.70; 5.
Smith High' S 4:10.15; 6 Southern Dur
4:11.26; 7. Harding: High' 4:15.245 8.
East Rowan H! 4:15.86; 9 Hillside' Hig
4:18.14 10 Franklin Cou 4:18.51: 11.
Erwin High S 4:19.05; 12! Enka High
SC 4:19/99; 13 Sun Valley H' 4:20.75;
14 Beddenfield 4:22.12; 15, Fike
High: SC 4-26.91; 16 Southwest ED
4:31.59

4X800 METER! RELAY

1 Roberson Hig 9:44 Oh; 2. South-
west GU 10:03 8h; 3. Enka High SC
10:07-4h; 4 North: Buncom: 10:08 4h;
5 East Rowan Hi 10:10.0h; 6. Sun Val-
ley H 10:14.7h; 7. Dudley High
10:20.Ih; 8 Lest Henders 10:20.8h; 9
East Chapel 10:39.lh: 10. Piedmont

Hig, 10:43.8h; 11. Fike: High: SC
10:44,7h; 12. Beddenfield: 10:50.5h;
13, South: Caldwe 10:53.30; 14

Southern: Nash: 10:59 Oh: 15. West-
ern; Guil 11:21.2h; 16 Havelock Hig
12:12.7h.

HIGH: JUMP!

1. Virginia Lacombe; South Caldwe
5-08: 2 Greta Ray; Mooresville 5-04;
3. Carol Kiser: Concord: High 5-04; 3.
Kelly Gwynn; Western; Guil 5-04; 3.
Crystal Goure, Roberson Hig, 5-04; 6
Ashley: Pinnix, Southwest GU 5-02; 6
Christia Wallace, Havelock Hig 5-02;
8 Suzanne Makinson, Franklin Cou 5-
02; 9 Shena Clark, Rockingham C 5-
0; 9 Martha Marlowe, Wilkes Centr 5-
0; 11 Maya Jackson; Hillsides Hig:4-10:
- Tiffany, Foster, Southern Nash: NH;
- Dianna Lewis. Southern: Nas NH; -
Molly Pangs, Mooresville NH; - Jessi-
ca, Pierce. Southern, Nash, NH

LONG JUMP:

1. Toshima Dabbs, Morehead: Hig:
17-11; 2. Kamata, Potts. Harding, High
17-04.50; 3. Meka: Battle, Southern;
Nash, 16-11 4. Felecia Harris, South-
ern; Nash; 16-11; 5. Taressa Davis,
Southern: Dur 16-08 50; 6 Roslyn
Bingly, northwest CA 16-07.75; 7.
Alpha Johnson, Dudley High: 16-07.25;
8 Keesha, Butler;, Mooresville. 16-
05.50; 9: Anissa Gainey, Clayton High
16-03.50; 10 Christie Strickland; East.
Henders 16-00.75: 11 Nejla French,
North, Davids 15-08.25; 12 Jennifer
Bain, South. Point: 15-07:50; 13 Anna
McLean, South Point 15-07.50; 14.
Christia Wallace, Havelock Hig 14~
08:25; 15. Darra Bess, Bums High S
14-07:25; 16. Travonna Graham,
North, Lenoir 14-05.50.

TRIPLE JUMB:

1 Toshima, Dabbs, Morehead: Hig
38-04: 50; 2 Taressa Davis, Southern
Dur 38-03.75; 3. Meka, Battle, South-
ern, Nash 38-02:25; 4 Virginia
Lacombe, South Caldwe 37-01.75; 5.
Felecia, Harris, Southern, Nash, 36-
06.25, 6 Desiree Mittman, \Western
Guil 35-09; 7. Syrelha. Roblnson Ash
boro Nnn 34-05 25: 8 Jennifer Bain,
South. Point, 34-02 50; 9 Tiana
Graves, Asheville. HI 33-04 50; 10.
Nejla, French, North. Davids 33-00 75;
11. Jessica, Burgeson, Southern. Ala
32-09.50; 12 Jesse Brown,
Mooresville 31-09.50; 13, Jontue, Hin-
nant, Fike High, SC 31-08,75; 14
Crystal Goure, Roberson ng 3
03.75; 15. Christie. Strickland, East
Henders 31-011.50.

SHOT; PUT,

1. Kia Sessoms, Hertford: Hig 38-
01.75; 2. Kineta, Williams, Southern
Nash, 36-11.25; 3, Miriam Mcleod,
North Gaston, 36-06 50; 4 Anea, Cop-
ney. Roberson, Hig 35-04; 5. Johanna
Metsapelto, North Buncom 34-07.75;
6. Tiffany Manis. Saint, Stephe 33:
04,75; 7 Shamika Scales, Morehead
Hig, 33-02; 8 Janiece McNeil, Have-
lock Hig 33-00.75; 9, Yyonne Whitley,
Southegrn, Nash, 32-09,75; 10 Michell
Proctor, Foard: High. S 32-00.75; 11.
Lauren, Christinson, Erwin High S 31-

07.50; 12. Shannon Jones. East,
Rowan H 31-00.25; 13. Jasmine
Black. Andrews High 30-02 50; 14

Kameka Patterson Dudley High 30-
02.25; 15 Lafragia, Peterkin, Glenn
High, $ 29-03.50; 16 Devon Whitmore,
East, Chapel 29:03.50,

IPLSCHJS

1 Miriam, MclLeod, North Gaston
118-02 75; 2. Janiece McNeil, Have-
lock Hig, 114-10.25; 3. Thompika
Goard, Andrews High 108-01.75; 4
Traci Gwyn, North Surry 107-1, 50; 5.
Kia Sessoms, Hen‘.ford Hig 105-01.25;
6. Johanna Met.sapgltp, North Buncom
104-04; 7. Shannon Watklns Western

Ham. 99-06.50; \%PH
Southern, N; %leﬁoﬁ“gﬁ' ‘EIVF
Chomicz, Eas Lincoln 95-04, 50; 10,
Jasmine, Black, Andrews ngh 94-
09.50; 11 Bettina M.organ Roberson
Hig. 90-02.50; 12 Amanda Morris,
East Rowan, H 90-01; 13. Kim 'Scott,
Western Gujl 88-09.75; 14 Zolee
B:own Glenn ngh S 80-08. 50; 15,
Samantha Torres, Smlth High S 76-
03.50.

2:30 — Major League Baschall — Atlanta at

Houston, TBS.

3:00 — Golf — Byxrom Nelson, Classic, WFYD:-Ch,

3:00 — Golf — Saing Luke’s. Classic, ESPN:
m_ — Auto racing — Indy 500 time frials,

113

— NBA basketball —
Indiana at Chicago, WKIN-Ch. 7, WNEN-

7.
‘-!l’-ﬂ Gelf = MPB&MIH’
WRAL-6h: 3 WNET-E %

Eastern, Conference.

H’% Ehampi-

— Apto, racing — Indy 5.09. time trials,
ﬂlﬂ — Horse racing — 2Day at the Races,

ESPN2.
mg 00 — College baseball — ACE tournament

8:00 — M?{ﬂ’f League Baschall — Seattle ag

Foronto, ESP
Onii{m — Golf — McPonald’s

 Golf Channel.
12:

EPEA Ehampi:

— Tenpis — lalian Oper, FREN:
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2017 NBNO Mike Byrnes Coach of the Year:
Alton Tyre

Jun 30, 2017by Steve Underwood

Quietly Building a Legacy

Some folks might think a national track and field coach of the year award is reserved only for
those whose athletes win national titles, rack up All-American honors, or at least accumulate
a couple handfuls of state championships.

But sometimes it’s the individual who has the ability
to be among those who quietly advance the sport, positively affect lives in different ways,
and become forces for good in their communities who merits such an honor. Sometimes it’s



that person whose influence gradually begins to outgrow the coach’s community and region,
to the point where folks start to feel this person deserves recognition at a higher level.

Alton Tyre has become that person. And if ever there was a coach who did not seek out such
recognition and thereby was stunned to learn he’d receive such an award, it’s this Southeast
Guilford, N.C. boys and girls T&F mentor - who will be honored as the 2017 Mike Byrnes
Coach of the Year at this year’s NBNO.

“I'm shocked,” he said, “and I'm grateful and deeply honored.” It’s not just Coach Tyre’s
humility, but the fact that his primary focus was basketball and football for the first third of
his 39-year coaching career. He'll tell you when he tried track and field a few years in high
school, he was awful, and while he was better at football and basketball, he began to quickly
gravitate toward coaching during his college days.

Tyre’s first gig out of college was as a social studies teacher and coach at Bunn High
School in N.C. in 1978. His dream was to become a “big-time head basketball coach.” By 1989
he was at Southern Nash HS in Bailey, N.C., coaching four sports with some success, but
ultimately not completely satisfying.

[t took then-Southern Nash AD Ray Davis to change and reset Coach Tyre’s focus. “He said,
‘Your strength is coaching track.’  needed to embrace that.” Tyre knew how to identify talent,
and he was getting better and better at developing it. That first became clear in ’79 at Bunn
when he helped a barely known rising star named William Baker get a scholarship at St.
Augustine College with legendary Coach George Williams - where he would unexpectedly
become an NAIA All-American. “That kind of put me on the map,” he said. “I do know talent
when I see it.”

Coach Tyre didn’t know everything there was to know about the sport, but he knew if you
wanted to get better, you learned from the best. He connected with track and field coaching
legends like George Williams at St. Augustine College, and Dr. Russell Blunt. Like Tyre,
Blunt juggled basketball and track.

It's not surprising that Tyre’s greatest success during his Southern Nash years came
while Julius Peppers was on his team in in the late 1990s. Peppers’ story is legend from
those parts - not just that he would later become a UNC All-American and 3-time first team
All-Pro NFL star, but that he didn’t even try football until his sophomore year in high school.
But Peppers had long loved hoops, and T&F was up there, too. Even better, Coach Tyre loved
the type of kid Peppers was. “He would make plays or have performances where you say, ‘I
didn’t believe what I just saw.” You didn’t trust your own eyes ... But Julius was never full of
himself. He was just one of the guys.” And, despite being 6-7 and 255 pounds, according to
Tyre, he was 2nd in the state meet triple jump and ran on the winning 4x400. Then Southern
Nash defended its title in 1999, after Peppers had graduated.

Coach Tyre was at Southern Nash for 17 years, through the 2006 season, but the 164-mile
round trip daily commute had been wearing on him and it was time to work a little closer to
home. He loved the school, but that summer he took teaching and coaching positions at
Southeast Guilford - and went about building a great program again.



During the 2012 indoor season, Tyre’s boys’ squad tied for the state title with Knightdale.
Thenin 2016, the coach was surprised and delighted when his school’s big early-season meet
was renamed the Alton Tyre Invitational Relays.

“A lot of my former athletes were there,” he said. “It was an incredible day.”

Hopefully, June 18, 2017 will be just as incredible a day for Alton Tyre.
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Julius Peppers calls it a career

JULIUS

PEPPERS
Mark Cone ®
Southern Nash graduate and Carolina Panthers defensive end Julius Peppers is hanging up his helmet. Peppers, who currently is fourth on the NFL's all-time sack list,
announced his retirement after 17 NFL seasons on Friday.

Hailing from Bailey, NC Peppers, 39, is heavily favored as a first-ballot NFL Hall of Fame selection in five years when he becomes eligible to receive the honor.

In his NFL career which included stints with The Chicago Bears and Green Bay Packers before returning home to where he started his career in Charlotte Peppers' total
159.5 career sacks putting him firmly in the fourth place position over Terrell Suggs of the Baltimore Raven who has 132.5. Peppers trails Kevin Greene by only .5 at 160.
Bruce Smith (198) and Reggie White (200) round out the elite top five.

Across 17 seasons Peppers missed only six games, amassing a game playing total of 266 making him the sixth highest in games played by defensive player during their
career in NFL history. Peppers is ending his career by playing 176 consecutive games, the second-longest active streak among active players behind NC State alum and
Chargers quarterback Phillip Rivers.

Peppers said his goodbye to fans worldwide in a video release that said:

"Thank you. For the victories and the good times,” Peppers said in a video announcing his retirement. “For the lessons and the times we desired more. For the sacrifices,
the belief, the confidence and the unwavering support - I'm thankful. Because without you, this wasn't possible. Thank you for the spirit, the resolve and the attitude to
Keep Pounding. It's not something we just say around here, it's how we live. I'm thankful for the things you showed me about life that were bigger than football and for a
second chance - a new beginning. See the players, we come and we go, but the constant is you. And as the saying goes, 'Once a Panther, always a Panther.' Thank you for
the memories, the friendships, the laughs and the culture we created. For the understanding and for being family. Thanks for all the years, and cheers. And for being home
now and forever. I wouldn't change a thing about this journey. It was the best teacher I've ever had and was everything I could've hoped for. The tough times never lasted
and the tough people inspired me to be better and give more. I hope I did the same. Only time can reveal what's next, but my time here is up. No regrets, no looking back
and nothing left to give. It's not goodbye, it's kinda like, T'll see you later' But until then I'm grateful, I'm satisfied and at peace with all that comes next."

"Julius is one of the greatest to ever play the game of football," head coach Ron Rivera said in a statement. "To put up the numbers he did for as long as he did speaks to
his incredible talent and commitment. He is a leader in the locker room and in the community. Getting to know him over the last two seasons has been tremendous because
of the type of person he is. What he did for the people affected by Hurricane Florence, getting involved and bringing them hope, says a lot about who he is. I'm proud that I
get to say that I was one of his coaches, and I think it's fitting that he gets to end his career as a Carolina Panther."

Peppers started his football journey in a small metal building that served as the field house for Southern Nash High School in the fall of 1994. In 1995 as a sophomore he
emerged as one of the premier high school running backs in the state gaining 1044 yards and scoring 15 touchdowns in his first year of varsity play. He finished his career
with 3501 total rushing yards, which put him in the number two position behind Lamont Avent, he now sits in the number six position on that list.

By the time he graduated in 1998, Peppers had been named the NCHSAA male athlete of the year for his performance in football, basketball, and track. He is one of only
two Firebirds to receive statewide Athlete of the Year honors in school history. He was also the first Firebird to be named as an All-American.

r
An article published by the [ o7 rs-as S Co i DI, basketball and track, headed to the University of North Carolina
on a football scholarship. ThilalaRattall A S Was gl PR EAmerican in '97 and was his team's Most Valuable Player for three

consecutive years. He rushed b passes for six more scores.
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11/18/22,2:26 PM Julius Peppers calls it a career

In basketball, he was the Big Eight Conference Player of the Year in 1996 and finished his career with the Firebirds with over 1,600 career points, 1,000 career rebounds
and over 500 assists. He earned all-conference honors and all-area honors all four years he played. In track, he competes in four events, including the triple jump, shot put,
400 meters and the four by 100 relay, and was third in the state meet in the triple jump in 1996.

Former Southern Nash Football Coach and athletic director Ray Davis of Southern Nash says that Julius "is the most unselfish individual I have ever coached. He is truly a
phenom."

Longtime Southern Nash Head Coach Brian Foster was an assistant coach at the school until the year Peppers graduated. "Julius...to me he is not Julius Peppers the NFL
star, he is just Julius...is one of the most genuine people you will ever know," said Foster. "The things with the Hurricane victims recently, that is genuine Julius...that's not
a photo op, he truly cares and he has always been very caring and giving. He has done things for people and schools and communities that nobody will ever know about,
he doesn't want credit - that's just the person he is. When Kim and Zack were in the wreck Julius showed up at the hospital - he didn't have to do that, but he did and
nobody ever knew it."

As a senior at Southern Nash, Peppers selected “The greatness of work is inside man” as his senior quote. He played his college career at UNC where he was awarded the
Chuck Bednarik Award, the Bill Willis Trophy, and the Lombardi Award. He is ranked second in All-Time UNC history for 30.5 sacks.

Peppers also is in a rare class of athlete that has played in both an NCAA Final Four and the Super Bowl. A search of sports history could find only one other athlete,
Donovan McNabb that was part of a team that was in both, but McNabb did not see Final Four playing time as a walk-on reserve at Syracuse, making Peppers the only
athlete to have actually played in both.

Peppers was nominated by the Carolina Panthers for this year’s Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year Award for his humanitarian efforts in eastern North Carolina after two
devastating hurricanes left the area in ruins in the fall of 2018. The winner of that award will be announced this Saturday at NFL Honors in Atlanta.

"He did things the right way, which is what we try to get all of our athletes at Southern Nash to do," said Foster. "He associated with the right people, he worked hard, and
he had a great career. I am really proud of Julius for all his accomplishments as an athlete and a family man, I am thankful that he stayed healthy so that now he can enjoy
what he has earned."

Reader Comments

Jill

FEB 01,2019 ¢ Can I come and work for y'all? Your writing is grammatically incorrect three times in the first paragraph! **Publisher's note: The first 'paragraph’ is two
sentences long. I did review those two sentences and did not find any grammatical errors in them. In response to your request; at this time I would have to respectfully
decline as the use of the word "ya'll" is never considered grammatically correct in the English language .**
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WRAL Storytellers: Julius Peppers in his unbelievably dominant days in high school

WRAL STORYTELLERS

A YOUNG JULIvUS PEPPERS ¢ WRALTV ¥ @WRAL
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Julius Peppers as a high school running back!?!? Former WRAL sports director Bob Holliday shares
tales on how much bigger, stronger and faster Peppers was in the mid-1990s at Southern Nash
compared to his opponents.

Reporter: Jared Fialko

8:06 p.m., Jun 21, 2020

Transcript:

RUSSELL WILSON MAKES $35 MILLION, AND BIG BEN $34 MILLION. >>> THE FORMER PANTHERS
SACHAR, JULIUS PEPPERS, ONE OF THOSE IN THE RUNNING FOR THE HALL OF FAME, BUT HIS
CAREER HAD QUITE A DIFFERENT START, AS WE EXPLAIN IN THIS EDITION OF WRAL STORYTELLERS.
>> ONE OF THE BIGGEST ASSETS, THE MOUNT KILIMANJARO LEVEL OF PLASTIC WE HAVE THAT IS
THE ARCHIVES, BUT I DON'T KNOW IF ANYBODY HAS SHOWN ME A CLIP THAT HAS MADE MY JAW
DROP TO THE FLOOR AS MUCH AS THE TIME SOMEONE SHOWED ME A PIECE OF VIDEO FROM
SOUTHERN NASH HIGH SCHOOL WHERE JULIUS PEPPERS WAS PLAYING RUNNING BACK.>> QUITE
SIMPLY, JULIUS PEPPERS IS ONE OF THE GREATEST ATHLETES THE STATE HAS EVER TURNED OUT, WE
SAW THAT HIS FRESHMAN YEAR, THE COACH WAS DETERMINED TO PERSUADE HIM TO GIVE
FOOTBALL A TRY, AND I DON'T KNOW THIS FOR SURE, I HAVE AN IDEA THAT HE OFFERED JULIUS
THE CHANCE TO PLAY WHEREVER HE WANTED AS AN ENTICEMENT. JULIUS CHOSE RUNNING BACK,
HE TOLD ME I WANT TO TOUCH THE BALL AND HAVE SOME FUN.>> Reporter: SUCH A LARGE
RUNNING BACK AT SOUTHERN NASH, NORTH CAROLINA RECRUITED HIM FOR DEFENSIVE END. >>
WHEN YOU ARE ON THE SIDELINES FOR FOOTBALL FRIDAY, HOW DO NOT GET CAUGHT UP IN THE
SPECTACLE. >> SPELLBINDING, HE COULD GET 7 YARDS, 12 YARDS.>> Reporter: A 21 YARD
TOUCHDOWN PASS TO JULIUS PEPPERS. JULIUS PEPPERS WILL GO 47 YARDS. >> THEY HAD A
TRADITION OF BIG RUNNING BACKS, THEY HAD A GUY NAMED ABE JONES, AND JULIUS WAS 6 FOOT
SEVEN, 250 AS A SOPHOMORE, THE COACH TOLD ME. >> HE RAN A FOUR POINTS SIX 40, HE COULD
GET TO THE CORNER BEFORE OTHER BIG GUYS. 4.6, AND I SAID IS IT OKAY TO DRAG THEM, AND HE
SAID YES, THEY GET AROUND MY ANKLES, I LIKE TO DRAG THEM AS FAR AS THEY CAN, HE WOULD
DRAG DEFENDERS FOR 3500 YARDS AND 38 TOUCHDOWNS. >> IT'S WILD, HE'S LIKE TWICE THE SIZE
OF MOST OF THE PLAYERS. >> THAT WAS OUTRAGEQUS.

MORE ON THIS

@) Mack Brown, Julius Peppers among NC Sports Hall of Fame 2020 class
@ Julius Peppers among NFF College Football Hall of Fame nominees
@ Julius Peppers: 'It's see ya later' in retirement from Carolina Panthers
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2018 NFL Man of the Year — Fact Sheet

Link to the Application
Link to application here: http://www.nflfoundation.org/applications/programs/campaign/MOY

How has your nominee shown dedication and commitment to community efforts this year?

Always someone who has aimed to avoid the spotlight, Panthers defensive end Julius Peppers has never enjoyed the
talking-to-the-media part of being an NFL player.

He prefers to talk when he has something to say.

After seeing the photos and videos of the hurricane damage along the coast, Peppers, who grew up in eastern North
Carolina and played football (and basketball) at UNC, had something to say and wanted to help.

He partnered with the Foundation for the Carolinas and started the Julius Peppers Hurricane Florence relief fund by
donating $100,000 and encouraging his teammates and other NFL players to do their part, as well.

"I think it would be a great statement if we had 100 percent participation," Peppers said of fellow Panthers supporting
the cause. "To be honest, | think that would say a lot to these fans and the community. We rely on their support every
week to come to the games and buy our jerseys. It's only right for us to give the same support back to the them and help
them in their time of need."

Funds will be directed to nonprofit recipients of grants from Foundation For The Carolinas’ Hurricane Florence Response
Fund, which is providing relief to victims of the storm.

"When these disasters happen you don't have the basic necessities. Sometimes we take those things for granted,"
Peppers said. "That's what's on my mind. I'm just trying to do something to help."

However, his donation was only the beginning of his commitment. Since his donation, he’s spent two of his off-days
visiting hurricane-ravaged areas - Robeson County in North Carolina and Marlboro County in South Carolina, both
impoverished areas that reminded him of his hometown where people were too busy picking up the pieces of their lives
to gawk at an NFL star.

Peppers understood. And he wasn’t too busy to listen, to help, to take the time in the midst of the football season to
travel five hours roundtrip to see how he could assist in some small way those struggling in the wake of a natural
disaster.

“Home is a couple of hours away, and it reminds me of Bailey a lot,” Peppers said, referencing his North Carolina
hometown that was spared when Hurricane Florence tore through his home state three-plus weeks ago. “It hits home.
It’s tough to see people in these situations. They’re just reqular people who don’t have very much to fall back on, don’t
have many resources.

“It’s one thing to write a check. That’s great, but it’s another thing to come out, be on the ground and actually see the
devastation, see the effects with your own eyes.”

How has your nominee shown dedication and commitment to community efforts in years past?

Historically someone who prefers to contribute “behind the scenes,” Peppers has donated more than $300,000 to the
University of North Carolina’s Light on the Hill Society Scholarship fund that supports African-American students. Peppers
gave 5$100,000 to the fund in 2009 and $250,000 to the fund in 2012. The scholarship program is a tribute to Carolina’s
earliest African-American graduates and a vehicle for alumni and friends of the university to support African-American
freshman who exhibit academic excellence and the potential to contribute while at UNC and after graduation. The Light
on the Hill Society Julius Peppers Scholar receives an annual 1,000 award, renewable for up to three years.

Peppers has made donations to various churches in Charlotte, Nash County (NC), Houston and Dallas for projects,
including youth development, transportation, radio devotionals and building repair. From 2005-08, he funded the Julius
Pepper Project, youth development programs in Charlotte, Nash County and Chapel Hill that secured motivational
speakers to discuss social and educational issues with area youth.

In Chicago from 2010-12, he made financial contributions and organized youth development through Big Brothers/Big
Sisters of Chicago.



How does your nominee demonstrate consistency in positive character and how does he model a lifestyle of giving
back?

Selected to the All-Decade team for the 2000’s, Peppers is universally regarded by teammates and players throughout
the League as one of the game’s great ambassadors and someone who plays the game “the right way.” Reflective of his
positive leadership and the respect he garners from his teammates, Peppers has been selected a team captain six times,
including four seasons in Carolina and twice in Chicago. During his three-year stint in Green Bay, the Packers did not
select captains for the season but was selected as one of the team’s postseason captains in each of his three seasons
with the team.

While he is a star player in the NFL, Peppers has always been reserved in his demeanor. However, he recognized the need
to help others in the aftermath of Hurricane Florence and has devoted his resources and, more importantly, his time to
helping the low-income rural areas that are often left behind in relief efforts.

How has your nominee demonstrated excellence on the field during his career?

Selected by the Panthers second overall in the 2002 draft, Julius Peppers is the only player in NFL history with 150 sacks
and 10 or more interceptions. He (156.5) leads all active players in sacks, including an all-time franchise record of 94 with
the Panthers. The 17-year veteran needs four to surpass Kevin Greene (160.0) for third in NFL history since sacks became
an official statistic in 1982. He needs two forced fumbles to surpass Robert Mathis (52) for the most forced fumbles since
2000 and his 33 career forced fumbles for Carolina rank first in team history. With one more game played, he will
increase his total to 256, an amount that ranks sixth in NFL history among defensive players. Peppers has also played in
166 consecutive games, the second-longest streak among active players.

Is there anything else we should know about your nominee?



JULIUS PEPPERS - DEFENSIVE END (2002-2009, 2017-2018)

Honors

NFL All-Decade Team — 2000s, 2010s

Pro Bowl — 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2015
AP All-Pro First Team — 2004, 2006, 2010

AP All-Pro Second Team — 2008, 2009, 2012

College & Pro Football Weekly All-Pro — 2004

Football Digest All-Pro — 2004

Pro Football Weekly All-NFL — 2004, 2006, 2010

Pro Football Weekly All-NFC — 2004, 2006, 2010, 2012
Sporting News All-Pro — 2004, 2006, 2008, 2010

NFL Defensive Rookie of the Year — 2002

USA Today Sports Weekly All-Pro — 2006

(Bold =With Panthers)

NFL Superlatives

266 games played are the sixth most by a defensive player in NFL history.

Ranks fourth in NFL history with 159.5 sacks.

Finished in top 10 in NFL in sacks six times — 2002, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012.
Produced 10 seasons with double-digit sacks, the fourth most in NFL history.

Only player in NFL history with 150 or more sacks and 10 or more interceptions.

11 career interceptions are the second most by a defensive end in NFL history.

Ranks second in NFL history with 51 forced fumbles (since 2000 when the statistic became
available).

Credited with 82 career pass deflections, the second most in NFL history by a defensive
end (since 2000 when the statistic became available).

Panthers Accomplishments

Led/tied for team lead in sacks seven times — 2002, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2017.
Recorded a career-high 14.5 sacks in 2008, equaling the third most in team history.
Totaled 143 interception return yards in 2004, the second most in team history and an NFL
record for a defensive lineman at the time.

Key member of Panthers defense that finished in top 10 six times — 2002, 2003, 2005,
2006, 2009, 2017.

Helped Panthers defense rank among the NFL'’s top 10 in sacks per pass attempt five
times — 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2017.

Named Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year nominee in 2018.

Panthers Team History Ranks

5 Pro Bowls — 2nd (Tied)

97 Sacks — 1st

23 Multi-Sack Games — 1st

583 Tackles — Most by a defensive lineman
34 Forced Fumbles — 1st

10 Opponent Fumble Recoveries — 3rd

9 Blocked Field Goals — 1st



Career Statistics — Season-By-Season

Year | Team GP GS Tot T A Sack| Yds Int PD| FF| FR TD
2002 | Carolina 12 12 54| 37| 17 12.0] 78.0 1 4 5 0 0
2003 | Carolina 16 16 65| 48| 17 7.0 39.0 0 6 3 0 0
2004 | Carolina 16 16 85| 63| 22 11.0] 71.0 2 6 4 1 1
2005 | Carolina 16 16 70| 46| 24 105] 615 0 4 2 1 0
2006 | Carolina 16 16 75| 61 14 13.0] 89.0 0 6 3 2 0
2007 | Carolina 14 14 55| 37| 18 25| 225 1 3 3 2 0
2008 | Carolina 16 16 63| 41| 22 145] 825 0 7 5 0 0
2009 | Carolina 16 14 56| 35| 21 10.5] 525 2 4 5 1 1
2010 | Chicago 16 16 64| 47| 17 8.0 54.0 2 7 3 0 0
2011 | Chicago 16 16 43| 31 12 11.0] 60.0 0 1 3 2 0
2012 | Chicago 16 16 43| 33| 10 11.5] 735 0 0 1 4 0
2013 | Chicago 16 16 47| 35| 12 70| 44.0 1 4 2 1 0
2014 | Green Bay 16 16 45| 33| 12 70| 415 2 11 4 3 2
2015 GreenBay | 16 16 42| 31| 11 105] 57.0 0 0 2 0O O
2016 | Green Bay 16 11 30| 22 8 75| 47.5 0 3 2 1 0
2017 | Carolina 16 5 331 27 6 11.0] 61.0 0 0 2 2 0
2018 | Carolina 16 8 27| 19 8 50| 47.5 0 7 2 1 0
Career Totals 266 240 897 |646| 251 159.5]982.0 11 73| 51| 21 4
Carolina Totals 154 133 583|1414]|169 97.0]| 604.5 6 47| 34| 10 2
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Julius Peppers caps year of community service with celebration at charity sneaker ball

Feb 15,2019 at 09:27 AM

.I.'" Max Henson
-
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CHARLOTTE - For Julius Peppers, Thursday night at the Harvey B. Gantt Center was the culmination of nearly a year's worth of community

service.

Peppers, who was Carolina's 2018 NFL Man of the Year nominee, hosted a formal sneaker ball in support of three charities that he handpicked.

RELATED LINKS

Julius Peppers pens "thank-you" note to coaches, teammates, fans
Julius Peppers' coach and teammates marvel at Man of the Year nominee
Must-See: Julius Peppers' childhood photos
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"I'm excited. All this stuff started out with the hurricane relief fund," Peppers said just before the party began. "We decided to do a charity ball
for All-Star Weekend with the spotlight on the city of Charlotte and we wanted to celebrate as well.
"It's great to go out and have a good time and also have it benefit a good cause. That means a lot."

Peppers, usually known for backing away from the spotlight, was basking in the glow throughout the night. Since announcing his retirement,
he's been overwhelmed by the collective love and support, and he was happy to mingle with guests and pose for a photo with anyone who
asked.

This was a charity event, but it was also a chance to celebrate the close of a legendary career.

Several coveted pieces of sports memorabilia were up for grabs at the event. Among the items on display? A Steph Curry signed jersey, a
signed Saquon Barkley helmet, a Drew Brees autographed ball and a signed Patrick Mahomes jersey.

And of course, several current and former Panthers were on hand to share in the celebration.

Julius Peppers Charity Sneaker Ball

View photos from Julius Peppers' charity sneaker ball in Charlotte at the Harvey B. Gantt Center.
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Brandon Todd

"A lot of support from my teammates, well, former teammates," Peppers said with a chuckle. "Everyone has been congratulating me on a great
career and it feels good to be appreciated."

The community is certainly appreciative of Peppers for all the work he's done during and after his final NFL season.
Here's what he had to say about the three charitable organizations his gala supported:

"The Young Black Leadership Alliance - they give exposure to youth locally and around the world. | thought they were great when | went out and
visited them. | fell in love with it."

"The Girl Talk Foundation is run by someone that | know from my first stint with the Panthers. They are empowering young girls to be strong
women. It's great."

"The Center for Community Transitions - they offer stability and assistance to families dealing with someone who has been incarcerated. A lot
of people deal with that at one point or.another, gnd that hit home for me.
L.
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Best NC Athlete ever? How
about Julius Peppers

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/best-nc-athlete-ever-how-about-julius-
peppers/19204859/
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Updated July 27, 2020 6:44 a.m. EDT
By Bob Holliday, WRALSportsFan columnist

RALEIGH, N.C. — Recently | stumbled onto a social media thread asking opinions
about the best high school athletes who competed in North Carolina. | immediately
thought of Julius Peppers.

It's not just the fact that Peppers ran for more than 3500 yards and 38 touchdowns in
three years as a running back at Southern Nash High School, though | must say the
images of the big teenager running over and even running past would be defenders are
indelible. But Peppers was about more than just running the ball, and he was about
more than just football. In fact, until his sophomore year, there was no football.

Peppers, as a freshman, made his mark at the school in Stanhope on the basketball
court and on the track. He would ultimately score 1661 points and haul in almost 960
rebounds playing hoops. The sport of track and field afforded Peppers even more ways
to showcase his extraordinary gifts. He helped the Firebirds win the NCHSAA 3A
Championship in two entirely different ways: He ran one leg of Southern Nash’s first
place 4x400 meter relay team; then as an individual he competed in the triple jump and
finished second in the state. Ironically, it was the triple jump that brought Peppers and
Southern Nash football coach Ray Davis together.

Davis one day watched Peppers practicing the triple jump-he fashioned a distance of 37
feet even as a freshman. Davis told Peppers he needed to come out for football the next
fall. Legend has it Davis promised Peppers he could be a Hall of Famer if he worked
hard.

Julius joined the Firebird football squad in the fall of 1995. Perhaps as part of the
enticement to get him on the gridiron, Davis allowed Peppers to play any position he
wanted. The sophomore chose running back.
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Now Southern Nash has some tradition playing big running backs. In the early Nineties
the Firebirds unleashed the 6’4 240 pound Abe Jones on opposing defenses. But as
Davis later told me, “Julius makes Abe look like a little baby.” Indeed. Peppers stood 6’7
and weighed 250 pounds. But his prowess was about more than size. He ran a 4.6 40
yard dash, which gave him the speed to get around those players big enough to tackle
him-and there weren’t many. He also had the strength to drag smaller tacklers for extra
yards, often many extra yards. Think of Gulliver in the land of the Lilliputians in
Jonathan Swift’'s “Gulliver's Travels.”

Ray Davis understood that ultimately Peppers would be playing against men more his
own size in college and beyond, and that that might warrant a position change. Yet he
believed that for Southern Nash, using Peppers primarily as a ball carrier, helped the
team more than putting him somewhere else.

As for Julius, | asked him why he chose running back. “I want to touch the ball, have
fun,” he told me.

Southern Nash, like many high schools, makes use of two way players. Davis
experimented with playing Peppers at defensive end. As his stamina improved, the big
guy played more and more defense. By his senior year, Peppers played every down on
defense. Although he was still the team’s running back it just made sense to give the
burgeoning number of recruiters a thorough look at a potential college superstar
defensive end.

On to Chapel Hill

Peppers understood his future lay in the trenches but the amount of time he spent
playing running back meant that he arrived at UNC having taken fewer reps at
defensive end than if he had specialized. As things turned out, Peppers red-shirted
during the 1998 season in Chapel Hill, which gave him time to focus full-time on
defensive end-for the first time.

Peppers started for Coach Carl Torbush from the very first game in 1999, even though
his techniques for defeating college level blocks needed some refinement. His size and
quickness more than compensated for what he might have lacked in knowhow. He
caught on quickly-also got busy in the weight room. The 250 pound high school running
back became a 290 pound college defensive end.

#49 led the Tar Heels in sacks and tackles for loss that first campaign (he didn’t become
#90 until the NFL), then put together a monster season in 2000. Peppers led the entire



country in sacks with 15 and ranked third in tackles for loss with 24. Though just a
sophomore, he made All-ACC and All-America.

John Bunting, a top NFL defensive coach, took over as head coach at UNC in 2001,
leading the Tar Heels to an eight win season that included a bowl victory over Auburn.
Peppers again flourished despite facing frequent double teams. He won the Bednarik
and Lombardi Awards as the nation’s top defensive player, and made unanimous All-
America. He finished tenth in balloting for the Heisman Trophy. Having scaled college
football’'s highest heights, Peppers entered the NFL draft for 2002.

Bunting wanted NFL scouts to get a good look at this big athletic defensive end. He
organized a pro timing day for Peppers, Ryan Sims, and UNC’s other NFL prospects.
Scouts spent time evaluating Peppers’ skill at trench warfare; there was a lot of hand
fighting that day | remember. Peppers impressed the Carolina Panthers enough that
they used the #2 pick in the entire draft on him.

Julius Peppers’ three year legacy at UNC compares favorably with any in school history,
even those who played four varsity seasons. He ranks second in career sacks with 30
and second in career tackles for loss with 53. But that’s just the beginning. He was
credited with 42 quarterback hurries. He defended 13 passes, an extraordinary number
for a defensive end, deflecting the ball while rushing the passer on most of the 13, but
he was also known to drop back into coverage. Peppers forced five fumbles and
recovered two more. He intercepted five passes. And when he got his hands on the
football, Julius knew what to do with it-he was first a running back after all. Peppers
scored three defensive touchdowns at UNC. Small wonder he was recently nominated
for the College Football Hall of Fame.

Basketball, too

On top of his football accolades, Peppers in 2001 was voted the top two sport athlete in
America by the Sporting News. A former all state basketball player at Southern Nash,
Peppers joined Bill Guthridge’s team as a walk on following the 1999 football season. It
took some time for Peppers to adapt his now 290 pound body to the hardwood, as well
as to learn the nuances of UNC'’s offensive and defensive principles. But as January
lapsed into February and March, Peppers saw more and more playing time.

The football star certainly won over his basketball teammates. That was evident in a
television story we did in 2000. Point guard and team leader Ed Cota was Peppers’
biggest booster. “| played a lot of pickup with Julius this summer,” Cota said, “and |
knew what he was capable of doing out there.” Peppers confided that “Ed was telling
me all the time you can play on our team.” Did he ever!



Peppers came off the bench and got rebounds at both ends of the court. As you might
imagine, he excelled at defense, making steals and blocking shots. He could also put
the ball in the basket, hitting all four shots in a game at Duke and knocking down 6-7 in
a 14 point outing against Georgia Tech. As teammate Joe Forte put it, “Julius is the best
athlete I've seen in my life. The sad part is he’s just playing the game for fun.”

Peppers probably had the most fun in his brief college basketball career one March
Saturday against #1 seed Stanford. The Cardinal boasted a huge front line, three
players 6’10 or bigger, all of whom were quite muscular. Carolina countered with 7°0
Brendan Haywood and Kris Lang, who although 6’10 was more of a finesse player.
Peppers, who played with both Haywood and Lang in their AAU days, became the great
equalizer against Stanford. Peppers, by now known as the “super sub,” came off the
bench late in the first half against the Cardinal and converted a critical three point play
to give UNC a 28-27 lead at intermission-and belief in the possibility of an upset.
Peppers played most of the second half, 24 minutes in all, recording six points, three
rebounds, two steals, and three blocked shots.

North Carolina, a 20-13 team some said didn’t even belong in the NCAA Tournament,
took down 27-4 Stanford 60-53.UNC’s interior defense, led by Peppers, held the
Cardinal’s formidable front court to 7-29 from the floor. As Bill Guthridge was later to
say, “Julius Peppers has been a godsend to our team. We wouldn’t be here without
Julius.”

That UNC team went all the way to the Final Four in Guthridge’s final season. Peppers
played an even greater role as a sophomore, averaging 7 points and 4 rebounds.
Impressively, he led the team in field goal percentage, hitting 64% of his shots from the
floor. Peppers so impressed new coach Matt Doherty that he suggested if Julius gave
up football and concentrated solely on basketball he could be an NBA player. Peppers,
of course, went in precisely the opposite direction.

No one who watched his Hall of Fame worthy NFL career could ever second guess his
decision to concentrate on football, yet the notion that he could possibly have had a pro
career in a different sport adds another layer to the legacy of one of America’s great all
around athletes.

Favorite memory

My favorite memory covering Mr. Peppers comes from Super Bowl Media Day in 2004.
Members of the media know Julius never sought the spotlight. He wanted to let his play
speak for itself and let his teammates do the talking. When Julius gave interviews he
answered questions thoughtfully, but quietly. As he became an NFL veteran, Peppers
did fewer and fewer interviews. But on Tuesday in Houston, five days before the



Panthers’ showdown with the New England Patriots, Peppers made himself available.
There were just a few of us at Peppers’ booth. Most crowded around Jake Delhomme
and Steve Smith. | practically had a one on one with the Panthers’ young star.

“Julius,” | said, “as you look all the way back to your days as a running back for Coach

Ray Davis at Southern Nash, can you put into words what getting the chance to play in
the Super Bowl means to you?”The smile on his face said it all. | never shall forget that
smile.



CHICAGO'S LEAP OF FAITH
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« DAMON HACK

GETTING TO THE QUARTERBACK IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER, WHICH IS
WHY THE BEARS TOOK A $91.5 MILLION CHANCE ON DEFENSIVE END JULIUS
PEPPERS—HIS CRITICS BE DAMNED

When the wind blew, the tobacco stalks would shake and the trailer in which Julius Peppers lived
would rock. In his bed, which was too short for his long legs, he would sometimes lie still and
listen to that double-wide groan. But other times the growing boy would rise, duck his head
beneath the low roof and take off with the gusts blowing through Bailey, N.C. "Running to get in
shape," he says, "or just running for no reason."

He was impossible to miss: 6'3" by the time he was in middle school, already broad and thick
and muscular. Just about everyone in Bailey (pop. 670), famous for its Country Doctor Museum,
knew of Julius's sporting prowess and quiet nature. One youth coach would pick him up at home
for a game, and a different coach might drop him off afterward. On certain days the townsfolk
would talk about what Julius could do on the basketball court. Other times it was Julius and that
football. And sometimes it was Julius running around that oval. All the while Julius's mother,
Bessie Brinkley, worked long hours in a ceramics shop.

"I've known Julius since the fifth grade," says Alton Tyre, who coached him in track and field at
Southern Nash High. "I was in Wilmington when Michael Jordan was there. I coached against
Clyde Simmons. Julius is the greatest athlete I have ever seen. A guy that big and that strong is
not supposed to be that fast."

Julius was one of the few not trumpeting his gifts. Although he was already bigger than almost
everyone he met, he was happy to share the spotlight, even when many of the people in the
bleachers just wanted to see him dunk. "He was very introspective and reserved," Tyre says. "I
taught him African-American history and U.S. history, and he used to answer essay questions
with a level of depth you don't see from a lot of kids. At the eastern regional track meet when he
was a sophomore, this kid took the lead on him in the triple jump and starts pointing at Julius's
chest, as if to say, You're not man enough to do what I did. Julius gets on the track with these
beautiful phases and jumps 46' 114" to beat the kid. Julius got out of that sand and didn't say a
word. He didn't even look at the kid. He just walked around the track with his teammates, high-
fiving."
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Asked about his muted response to his own athletic feats, Peppers says, "I think I was just born
like that, a personality trait. I'm an observer."

Peppers's power and perspective helped make him an All-America defensive end at North
Carolina (where he also walked on to the basketball team), an All-Pro with the Panthers and, last
March, the key free-agent pickup of the off-season. When he signed a six-year, $91.5 million
deal with the Bears it underscored the importance of the pass rusher in the era of the quarterback.
Chicago already had the face of its franchise in middle linebacker Brian Urlacher, but Peppers
gave the team a big-play threat—a player with strength, speed and quickness honed on the track
and the basketball court as well as the football field. "I'm sure every sport he [competed in]
played a part in what he's able to do," says Brian Foster, who was Peppers's defensive
coordinator at Southern Nash, "but he always had that first step and that freakish ability. I think
his burst is from God."

Just as significant, signing with the Bears ended Peppers's 30 years in North Carolina, during
which he had been called everything from a boyhood legend to the greatest pass rusher since
Lawrence Taylor to an underachiever who didn't bring it on every play. The charge that
Peppers's fire didn't always match his physical gifts first surfaced shortly before the Panthers
drafted him second overall out of UNC—despite the fact that he used to run sprints with the
defensive backs because his fellow linemen were too slow. The talk was heard as recently as last
season, when with the Panthers off to an 0--3 start, linebacker Jon Beason told a radio station
that he wanted to see more "intensity" from Peppers. The following week Beason said he had
been wrong to go public with a team matter, and both players and coaches came to Peppers's
defense. "I never saw the kid take a practice off," says Browns quarterback Jake Delhomme, a
teammate of Peppers's in Carolina for seven seasons. "I never saw him miss a practice in training
camp. I never saw him miss practice during the season. I never saw him gloat. He came to play,
he came to work. Julius is a quiet guy, and people might misunderstand him because he keeps to
himself."

Delhomme remembers that the negative chatter about Peppers was loudest in 2007, when
Peppers had just 22 sacks. "We were 7--9, and he was just crucified," Delhomme says. "People
seem to forget, we weren't winning games, so teams were running the ball late in the game and
you're not going to get sacks. And then the next year he has a good year [a career-high 14%
sacks], but we were 12--4 and teams had to throw it. You have to look at the big picture."

Peppers says the criticism used to bother him, but he understands that it's inevitable, given his
nature. "You can be an emotional, high-strung guy, and that might work for you," he says. "I
think I can be reserved and quiet and play as well as the next guy."

Sal Sunseri, the linebackers coach at Alabama, was a Panthers' defensive coach from 2002 to '08.
"There was never a guy I coached who was better prepared," Sunseri says. "Sometimes a young
man gets frustrated when they're sliding protection over and doing everything they can to block
his ass. When you're the top dog, they're doing everything they can to keep you from the



quarterback. If you're an offensive coordinator, you better know how you're going to block Julius
Peppers."

Even though he had allies among the Panthers, Peppers admits he had been thinking about
leaving Carolina for two years. After he turned down a four-year, $54 million offer from the
team before the 2009 season, the Panthers placed a franchise tag on him, which meant he made
more than $18 million last year. This season, citing financial reasons, the organization decided
against using its franchise tag on him (it would have cost more than $20 million), leaving
Peppers free to test the market.

Departing meant leaving behind a remarkable legacy of triumph—and controversy. Peppers was
named Defensive Rookie of the Year for 2002 after a season in which he had 12 sacks in 12
games, but he missed Carolina's last four games for violating league policy on banned
substances. (Peppers, who has said the positive test was the result of a diet supplement
containing ephedra that he obtained from a friend, called it "crazy" for people to think he needed
steroids to boost his performance.) The following season he helped lead Carolina to the Super
Bowl, which the Panthers lost to New England on a late Adam Vinatieri field goal. Carolina
hasn't made it that far since.

"It was time for a change, not only from that franchise but from the state," says the 30-year-old
Peppers. "I'm from a small town, and I've lived in Charlotte, which is really a small city and a
small town too, but I've never lived in a big city or had to perform under the spotlight in one.
That's a challenge in itself. I like those things. I wasn't going to shy away."

Peppers has quickly warmed to Chicago, where he plans to start a foundation to help at-risk
young men. He also embraced the city's fast pace: Following his introductory press conference in
March, Peppers ventured out to the club Crescendo and bought 25 bottles of Perrier Jouet Fleur
de Champagne (about $350 per bottle) for the patrons. Captured on YouTube, it's a big-city
moment light years from Bailey: As bottles lit by sparklers are passed around the room, the DJ
can be heard shouting his appreciation over the thumping sound system. "Make some noise for
the new Chicago Bear, J. Peppers in the building!" the DJ says. "Super Bowl, next year, 2010,
Chicago Bears. Thank you, Julius."

The Bears see Peppers as a complete defensive end who can help stop the run and cause general
discomfort to opposing offenses, but it's his ability to pressure the quarterback that makes him
most valuable. "Our scheme is predicated on the pass rush," says Chicago general manager Jerry
Angelo. "We think third down on first down, so a player of Julius's skill set really accentuates
what we want to do on defense."

His teammates are already getting a taste of the discomfort Peppers can cause. At a recent
practice he lined up at right end. At the snap he engaged the left tackle, freed himself, rushed the



quarterback, leaped into the air as the quarterback threw a screen pass into the flat, spun around
and chased down the running back, who saw the ball sail over his head. Peppers did it all so
quickly that he made it look easy.

"You go up to block him, and you don't expect to get pushed back, because it doesn't look like
he's coming off real hard," says Bears tight end Desmond Clark. "Then you lock onto him, and
you find yourself backpedaling. As soon as you meet that force and he's pushing you back, it
doesn't matter what it looks like. It didn't look hard for Michael Jordan, but he always got it
done."

Urlacher shakes his head. "Three hundred damn pounds," he says. "I don't know how a man his
size moves as good as he does. This dude busts his ass every day. I don't understand [the
criticism]. The expectations for him are so high, people wanting him to get a sack every single
play—you can't do it."

Coach Lovie Smith and defensive coordinator Rod Marinelli plan to take advantage of what
Smith says are "a couple of outstanding [pass-rushing] moves and a great countermove off
them." The more attention an opposing offensive line pays to Peppers, the more it opens up
chances for other pass rushers. "Everybody you talked to about Julius said the same thing," says
Smith. "A guy like Ron Meeks, his defensive coordinator [with Carolina last season], said, "This
is one of the best guys you will ever be around.' And Julius did his homework on us too. I talked
to him about the teachers we had on our staff. Stern teachers. We're not going 'm-f' and cursing
guys out on the football field, but each day we're going to coach them hard and try to teach them
exactly what we want them to do."

Marinelli, a former defensive line coach to Warren Sapp and Simeon Rice, says of Peppers, "It's
his work habits, attention to detail, his presence at meetings, how he takes notes. He's a pro, and
he's setting a standard on how to be a pro, and he doesn't even have to say anything."

And so Peppers doesn't. The giant man maintains a low profile as usual. But one thing about him
has changed. Never a stat hound in his career, Peppers has made it known that he has his eye on
Michael Strahan's single-season sack record of 22%. "Realistically, who knows if I ever get
there, but if you don't shoot for it, you never will," he says.

He'll have to run like the wind to do it.

. CLOCKWORK FOOTBALL

PEPPERS BENEFITED FROM HIS THREE-SPORT BACKGROUND, BUT, SAYS HIS
HIGH SCHOOL COACH, "I THINK HIS BURST IS FROM GOD."



Recruiting History: Julius
Peppers, The Freak

Julius Peppers was a once-in-a-generation talent at
Southern Nash High School — and North Carolina.
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The stories appear to be more myth than truth.

Hear them and it's hard to tell if years distorted memories or minor exploits
created unbelievable legends.

‘I saw him block a punt and return it for a touchdown while outrunning a
cornerback... at 240 pounds."
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“We decided to put him at running back because he was as quick as other
players on the team. It was just that he did it at 6-5, 230 pounds."

‘I remember him hitting a quarterback as he threw, tipping the ball in the air
and diving for an interception in a flash."

“In our final game of the season, he intercepted a pass and ran it back all the
way for a touchdown. You’re not supposed to do that at his size.”

“I really believe this, but he could’ve played any position on the football field
and been an All-American. He was that talented.”

“‘He’s probably the best player to ever come through North Carolina.”
Sound unbelievable? Sound made up?
They aren't.

All those things were said by people who coached, covered or followed Julius
Peppers.

*k%k

Basketball, not football, was Julius Peppers’s first love. As a kid, it's what he
most enjoyed. He dreamed of hitting game-winning shots and playing in
college, before making it to the NBA.

His first year at Southern Nash High School, Peppers didn’t even go out for
football. He was intent to play basketball as his primary sport and, hopefully,
earn a scholarship offer to his favorite school—North Carolina.

Ray Davis, the football coach at Southern Nash, couldn’t let that stand.



“The first time | ever noticed him was when he was in middle school,” Davis
says. “He was really a big kid for a seventh grader. He was gangly and a little
awkward | remember. I'd say he was like 6-foot-1 then.”

What surprised Davis the most about watching Peppers was the position he
was playing.

“It was strange because he was the tallest guy on the team and he’s out there
playing running back,” explains Davis. “He was just super dominant because
he was so much bigger than everybody else. He had his eye on basketball,
but this was a kid who we knew could be great.”

Davis set up a meeting with Peppers one winter afternoon after basketball
practice to discuss his sophomore season and the football team.

‘| tried to tell him that he was going to be a dime a dozen size-wise on the
basketball court,” says Davis. “But on the football field, his size, his speed and
his athleticism could be special.”

In the end Peppers, who loved competing and loved sports, said he’'d play
football. His one major concern, though, was possibly being forced to play on
the offensive line.

mm

“l said, ‘Son if you play football for me I'll make you a running back,” Davis
recalls. “Maybe that sold him, | don’t know. But he showed up that summer
ready for conditioning.”

During the 1995 season, Peppers’s sophomore year, he rushed for 1,000-plus
yards and intimidated opponents, media members, fans and even players on
his own team.

Running backs weren’t supposed to be 6-foot-5.



They weren’t supposed to weigh 230 pounds and have basically no body fat.
And if they did do all those things, they were supposed to be slow and
plodding, not fast and effortless.

Davis even caught flak for not taking better advantage of Peppers’s size.

“As a coach, | always favored big running backs and we always had them at
Southern Nash,” he says. “l didn’t think | was playing him out of position.”

If there’s one thing 6-foot-5 running backs get, it’s attention.

Just a few weeks before playing his first high school football game, Peppers
received his first attention from colleges.

“‘Donnie Thompson, who was an assistant coach at North Carolina, was the
first person | talked to about Julius,” Davis says. “He had seen him at track

meets the prior spring just like | did and couldn’t believe his combination of

strength, athleticism, speed and everything else.”

Thompson was a Carolina assistant coach under Mack Brown and Carl
Torbush. He coached some of UNC’s best defensive players, NFL first-round
picks like Greg Ellis, Ebenezer Ekuban and Marcus Jones.

Thompson recruited southeast Florida and eastern North Carolina for the Tar
Heels. When he saw Peppers—in person and on film—his talent jumped out
of the VCR.

‘Even then, he was a man amongst boys,” Thompson says. “Every chance we
got we started monitoring him and dropping him letters about Carolina. He
was already a Carolina fan, but he was more in his early years because he
was an AAU basketball phenom.”



Peppers’s love of basketball played right into UNC’s recruiting pitch.
Thompson regularly talked about his friendship with Rocky Mount, N.C. native
and Tar Heel assistant coach Phil Ford.

“The first time | saw him play football, he was playing against a school out of
Wilson and we were recruiting Octavus Barnes and he was the best player on
the field,” says Thompson. “He’s running and jumping and we’re like, ‘Wow,
this young kid is good.”

Carolina sent coaches to Southern Nash whenever they could go, sent letters
as often as possible under NCAA rules, and invited him to football camp
during the summer.

“‘By the time he became a national recruit, everyone knew they had to beat
Carolina,” says Thompson. “We were really locked into his mind. We felt good
during his junior year and at that point our focus was to keep it a local battle
and keep him from making those national visits.”
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Davis admits he was a little overwhelmed by the spring of Peppers’s junior
season. The phone calls never stopped. The interview requests kept coming
in. Coaches constantly dropped by.

“I'd get through teaching classes and there’d be a couple or three coaches
sitting outside my office waiting to talk to me. From the west coast, to Florida,
to Michigan, to everywhere. Stanford, even Big 10 schools.”

Peppers’s recruitment became national, just as Thompson had feared. He had
offers from Florida State, Florida, Miami, Nebraska, Penn State, USC and a
host of other national powers.



“Basically anyone you can think of was after him,” Torbush says. “I don’t feel
like he would’ve gone more than four or five hours from home, so he basically
was going to stay in the southeast. He was that type of kid.”

Thompson, Torbush and Mack Brown worked on Peppers throughout the
summer and just after leaving UNC’s summer camp, he gave the Tar Heels a
verbal commitment. Though he liked the coaching staff, especially Thompson,
it was another UNC assistant that sealed the deal.

“That camp was the first time we met Coach Brown in person,” says Davis.
“‘But what locked him in on Carolina was when Phil (Ford) came by the office
and told him that if he wanted to play basketball then he was welcome to do
both. Coach Brown nodded his head in agreement and (Julius) said ‘I'm
coming.”

Adds Thompson: “I have to give credit to Dean Smith and Phil Ford. They
really extended themselves in the recruiting process by committing to him at
least being on the junior varsity team when he got to Carolina.”

His commitment was a seminal moment for UNC'’s recruiting efforts. Before
most other schools had a chance, the Tar Heel staff had discovered,
evaluated, offered, pursued and eventually gotten a commitment from the
state’s best.

Thompson says it was the model for how Brown approached recruiting.

“We shut down the borders, that’'s what Mack wanted to do,” he says. “We
believed in our heart that you can go with the Tidewater (Virginia) and North
Carolina and you could beat anybody in the country anytime, but you've got to
get them all. ... We went to every coach in the state. If you can control those
regions, that’s the formula for UNC to be successful.”



He continues: “That was the strategy. We’d recruit the top 25 players in the
state, but we had to have 12 or more of them. Getting Julius gave us No. 1
and we worked our way down from there.”

Peppers’s senior season wrapped up one of the most accomplished high
school careers in state history. He finished his career with 3,501 rushing yards
and 46 touchdowns. He was a Parade All-American, the North Carolina High
School Athletic Association Male Athlete of the Year, and earned all-state

honors as a junior and senior.

“When we got his high school film, on the defensive end he kind of relaxed a
little bit because people were scared to run his way,” says Thompson. “Every
now and then they’d test him and then he’d run some guy down from 50 yards
out. Most of the time, though, he got no defensive action. We were intrigued
by his offensive skills and how we [maybe] could mold him a little.”

Peppers also helped Southern Nash win the state championship in track, as
part of the 4 x 200 relay team and as a triple jumper.

“ just can’t tell you how amazing he was athletically,” says Davis. “A kid that
size, with feet that big, he could do standing back somersaults all the way
down the football field in full gear. He could throw the football 60 yards. He
just had God-given things the rest of us didn’t.”

*k%k

Two months after Peppers committed to UNC, John Mackovic was preparing
his Texas team to host No. 11 UCLA more than 1,300 miles away.

Mackovic had won a share of the Southwest conference title in 1994, won it
outright in 1995 and captured the inaugural Big 12 championship in 1996.



The UCLA game was the beginning of the end, however. The Bruins handed
the Longhorns a 66-3 loss, the worst home defeat in school history. Mackovic
and his team limped through the season finishing 4-7.

After a season-ending loss to rival Texas A&M on Nov. 26, 1997, Mackovic
was fired. Eight days later, Dec. 4, 1997, Brown was introduced at a press
conference as the Longhorns’ new coach.

Torbush was named UNC’s interim head coach.

Twenty-four hours after Brown’s press conference, Peppers informed
Thompson he was thinking of decommitting from UNC.

All of Thompson and Torbush’s work from the previous three years was in
jeopardy.

“We had to hold onto him after Mack left,” Thompson recalls. “When that
happened his phone started ringing, but he was really only listening to Florida
State, Clemson and us.”

Florida State was—arguably—the country’s top program at that point. The
Seminoles were coming off an 11-1 season that ended with a Sugar Bowl
blowout win over Ohio State.

Peppers thought about visiting, but again UNC’s basketball and football
coaches—Torbush, Ford and Thompson—assured him he could play both
sports at UNC.

“That was meaningful for his appetite,” says Thompson. “They (Florida State)
came up to Southern Nash and he was about to visit them, but our
combination of football and basketball at the time, no one could touch it.”



Still, the thought of not playing for Torbush and Thompson, who had recruited
and coordinated some of the best defenses in UNC history, bothered
Peppers.

After UNC’s dismantling of Virginia Tech in that year's Gator Bowl, Torbush
permanently kept the head coaching job.

And the Tar Heels kept Peppers. He signed a letter of intent in February of
1998.

“The biggest thing that kept him was Carolina hiring Torbush and him keeping
quality people on staff,” says Thompson. “| was able to continue his
recruitment with no breakup. Coach Torbush was able to step right in and

Julius came on in.”

*k%

The other part of Brown and Torbush’s philosophy was to recruit athletes and

figure out what position to put them at after they arrived on campus.



Ideally, Thompson says, the Tar Heels would recruit multiple players to fit a
certain profile and—through weightlifting, nutrition and practice—convert them
to specific positions as needed.

“We started him as a fullback and tight end,” Torbush said. “Honestly, I'm not
sure if any of us knew where he’d line up long term, but we thought that was a
good place to start.”

Thompson had no doubt about where Peppers needed to be.

“I recruited Ebenezer (Ekuban) and he was a tight end and then (Alge)
Crumpler,” says Thompson. “Julius came in and he beat out Ebenezer and so
they moved Ebenezer to defensive end. We had just lost Greg Ellis to the
(Dallas) Cowboys. So we decided to redshirt Julius, let him get his weight up a
little bit and have him play for me at defensive end, because Alge was very
good.”

The results were immediate and startling. During UNC'’s pro day in the spring
of 1999, Ekuban gave a confession to scouts in attendance.

“They kept asking him how good he could be and he jokingly said ‘I'm not

"

even the best defensive end on our football team,” Thompson remembers.

“There’s a guy named Julius Peppers who’s going to be twice as good as |

”

am.
Ekuban obviously knew what he was talking about.

In Peppers’s first season, he led the Tar Heels in sacks and tackles for loss
and was named a Freshman All-American.

The itch to play ACC basketball, however, remained. Not just junior varsity
basketball, but for the Tar Heels who were fresh off a Final Four appearance.



Peppers came to Thompson before his redshirt sophomore season and asked
his position coach for a favor.

“He said, ‘Coach, if you let me go play basketball in summer league, | will

come back and I'll outrun everybody on the team in our conditioning test,
Thompson says.

The test was a series of “suicides,” where each team member lined up on the
goal line then ran to the 10-yard-line and back. Then to the 20. Then to the 30.
Then to the 40. And so on and so forth until they reached the other goal line.

“He said ‘I guarantee you I'll have the best time on the team if you let me play

basketball this summer,” Thompson says. “So, we let him out of summer
conditioning to play basketball.”

On the first day of fall camp, Torbush told the team it was time for the
conditioning test.

“He outran everyone,” Thompson says with a laugh. “The defensive backs,
the running backs, the quarterbacks, everyone. That'’s just the kind of athlete
he was.”

He played so well in the summer league that Ford asked Thompson and
Torbush if he could join the basketball team in December.

They obliged and he played an integral role, helping the 1999-2000 basketball
team make its third Final Four in four years.

Peppers played two more football seasons at UNC, becoming arguably the
most decorated player in school history.



Torbush only coached him for three of his four years in Chapel Hill, however.
He was fired following the 2000 season and replaced by John Bunting.

“One of the best plays he ever had, it ended up being my last game at
Carolina,” Torbush says. “We were playing Duke and he dropped into
coverage. The quarterback thought he could get it by him, but Julius got the
interception and took it back for a touchdown. Those kinds of things just make
you shake your head. He was unreal.”

He was named a first-team All-American by The Sporting News, the
Associated Press, the AFCA and took home the Chuck Bednarik Award in
2001, given annually to the nation’s best overall defensive player.

He finished his Carolina career second on the school’s all-time list for tackles
for loss (563) and sacks (30.5) in just three full seasons.

Peppers opted to forego his senior year and enter the NFL Draft. He was the
No. 2 overall pick—the highest ever for a UNC player—of the Carolina
Panthers in 2002.

His NFL career ultimately spanned 17 seasons. He was named to nine Pro
Bowls, ranks fourth all-time in sacks, and is the only player in NFL history with
at least 150 sacks and 10 interceptions.

“When he went hard, if he decided he wasn’t, he wasn’t going to get blocked
by anyone,” says Thompson. “I've seen him dominate an entire offensive line
by himself. He was the best I've ever coached—by far.”
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