North Carolina High School Athletic Associatior

Physical Address | 222 Finley Golf Course Road, Chapel Hill, NC 2751:
Mailing Address | P.O. Box 3216, Chapel Hill, NC 2751!

Phone 919-240-7401 Fax 919-240-739¢

NCHSAA HALL OF FAME NOMINATION FORM

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION)

I NOMINEE INFORMATION

NAME a.u\\r. PO\\L\ a.dwar d 'jr.
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* *F NOMINEE IS DECEASED, GIVE DATE OF DEATH AND FILL IN SECTION I * * *
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IV. PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

IN CHART BELOW, PLEASE LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY THE NOMINEE'S POSITION
(COACH, PRINCIPAL, ETC.) AND OTHER APPROPRIATE DATA

SCHOOL OR COACHING
DATES SYSTEM HONOR RECORDS
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CIVIC/CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES (INCLUDE CHURCH, CIVIC OR CHARITABLE INVOLVEMENT)

7.

8.
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HONORS
(PLEASE LIST HONORS EARNED IN COLLEGE, POST GRADUATE WORK, AWARDS FROM CIVIC CLUBS, ETC.)
(EXAMPLE: PHiI BETA KAPPA, MAGNA CUM LAUDE, JAYCEE PERSON OF THE YEAR, ETC.)
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ATTACH A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE NOMINEE
{preferably head and shoulder shot, wallet size)

Paul Faulk

Oneonta Yankees * Coach

Vi. SUPPORT OF CANDIDACY

Using whatever supportive data you may wish, please describe the activities and accomplishments of this candidate which make
him/her a viable candidate for the North Carolina High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame. Please remember that only thorough
and complete documentation will be considered. Two lefters of recommendation {minimum) will be necessary, and newspaper articles,
etc., in support may also be submitted.

The committee shall seek to honor those who have directly influenced the history and evolution of the North Carolina High School
Athletic Association. Attachments are considered appropriate.

FOR OFFICE USE: DATE RECEIVED
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Dear NCHSAA HALL OF FAME NOMINATING COMMITTEE :

| am honored to support induction into the NCHSAA Hall of Fame my coach, mentor and
friend Paul Faulk. Coach Faulk has been a special part of my life for 36 years. He truly is an
inspirational figure, one who changed the perception and landscape for North Carolina High
School athletes for generations to come. The dream of becoming a collegiate student-athlete,
and/or professional baseball player was a distant illusion for many young high school student
athletes like myself until Coach Faulk literally came crashing into my life. His endearing lifelong
commitment to the student-athletes he has coached or scouted in his communities has helped
so many of us turn our dreams into reality.

It was the summer of 1987, first week of football practices at South Brunswick High
School and my first impression of our new assistant football coach was "who is this small frame,
fiery, energetic coach, pushing us beyond our physical and mental comforts, demanding
excellence in the execution of every practice drill..?7.." Having been the returning starting
shortstop on the SBHS baseball team, | was frightened to learn this new "high-spirited” man with
the big personality would also be my new head baseball coach. Within a matter of days, all of
those fears proved to be unfounded as | came to realize the passion, knowledge and love for
teaching Coach Faulk exudes would help propel SBHS Athletic Programs and all of my fellow
student-athletes to new heights both on and off the field. For the sake of progress we all grew to
be "comfortable being uncomfortable”, and more confident in our elevated skills and abilities to
compete outside of our small Brunswick County pond. The hard work, discipline and attention to
detail Coach Faulk instilled in us laid the foundation for developing championship players,
people and culture...a winning culture which was anchored in Coach Faulk's team motto or
"keys to life”..the first being ; 1) don't get excited...and 2) don't buy a lottery ticket". Armed with
this new somewhat ambiguous life “principle” with emphasis on proper relaxation and
preparation, our 1987 SBHS football program would become 2A conference champions and
state playoff contenders. While our baseball program under Coach Faulk's leadership would
make state history and national headlines with an undefeated season (29-0) record winning the

1988 North Carolina State 2A Championship and USA Today 5th Nationally Ranked High



School Team. The fundamental principles we learmned coupled with the solid academic and
athletic foundation created at SBHS paved the way for me to achieve my big league dreams. I'm
blessed to have played 4 years of baseball at Duke University and 11 years in the major
leagues. That being said, to this day my fondest memories in the game of baseball remain that
"magical" 1988 NC State Championship Season under Coach Faulk’s tutelage. The impact he
has had in my life, and the thousands of student-athletes lives he touched along his coaching
stops at Garner High School and Scotland High School, still resonates today.

Coach Faulk embodies the very definition of a mentor, he is a person who takes the time
to get to know you and the challenges you're facing and then uses that understanding and his
personal experiences to help serve others. Having been a standout high school and college
athlete drafted into professional baseball, Coach Faulk has traveled and understands the road
that many of his former players aspire to travel. He used his wealth of wisdom in the game of life
to guide and advise me throughout my collegiate and professional playing career. From patiently
walking this young raw high school shortstop through the exciting, yet unnerving college
recruitment process, to inspiring this same semi-developed collegiate shortstop after | went
undrafted my junior year, Coach Faulk reassured me that | could play and compete at the
professional level. He has always been available and present for me showing his love,
unwavering support and constructive feedback | would utilize for my betterment. As my career
transitioned from the playing field to the front office, Coach Faulk has also been an outstanding
sounding board, listening to my thoughts and ideas, sharing his perspectives on various Major
League Baseball departments, operations and markets along with the challenges each may
present, His meticulous journey from all-star high school player, to state championship winning
coach and veteran MLB scout with 40 plus years of service to others, genuinely lends this native
son to being one of the foremost experts regarding “baseball’ and the NC amateur athletic
ranks. To this day 1 often bombard Coach Faulk with questions about the landscape of local
talent. And in that same "fiery" energetic voice | have come to love, one can still hear that
passion he feels for all the young talented players in the Tar Heel State in his detailed scouting

reports.



There's an old Phil Spector song titled "To Know Him is to Love Him" , Paul Faulk
personifies this song as everyone who crosses his path has come to love him. His genuine
nature, wholesome character and infectious smile endures him to one and all. He is a loyal,
trusting friend who makes everyone in his presence feel good...he's never met a stranger !!
There are 100 counties in NC, you can travel to any HS baseball park within those counties and
| will guarantee you there's someone ; player, coach or administrator who is familiar with Coach
Paul Faulk. His cheerful laughter and engaging personality continues to warm the hearts and
souls of everyone every place his travels take him. To put it simply, Coach Paul Faulk is a North
Carolina legend and treasured friend.

The North Carolina High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame recognizes past
personalities and their significant contributions to our statewide organization as models for
future generations to emulate. Through his vision, passion, unyielding spirit and mentorship,
Coach Paul Faulk is one of those personalities. It is an honor to add my voice to those
recommending Coach Faulk for inclusion into the North Carolina High School Athletic
Association Hall of Fame.

Sincerely,

Quinton McCracken

Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Club
Quinton.mccracken@brewers.com
Special Assistant- Baseball
Operations/Player Development

American Family Field, One Brewers Way,
Milwaukee, W1 53214







10/5/2023

NCHSAA,

Coach Paul Faulk for Hall of Fame induction, sounds a little redundant. He has always
been a Hall of Famer. From playing, to coaching, to mentoring after we finish playing for him. |
played for Coach Faulk, and yes, he is still my coach 37 years later, at Garner Sr. High School
from 1983 to 1986. | really started playing for him seven years before that when he first came
to Garner and my older brother played for him. After watching him in games all | wanted to do
was play for him. It was an honor, not a right. When | did get to officially play for him, it was
some of the hardest, repetitive, no excuses days I've ever had. The end result wasn't just a lot
of wins, it was life lessons for the future. No short cuts, do what you say, respect your
teammates and your opponents. Zero mental errors, only physical ones. Plan, Prepare, Execute.
These are things that | manage by and expect from my employees to this day. 37 years later and
| can call my Coach about a problem, a blessing, or, a need, and he will drop it all to help,
celebrate, or console. Natural Born Hall of Famer.

Sincerely,
Wayne Barbour

(919)422-3277






Tommy Mitchell
9137 Sauls Road
Raleigh NC 27603

Dear Members of the Selection Committee,

| am writing to recommend Coach Paul Faulk, Jr., as an inductee into the
North Carolina High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame. | have had the
privilege of witnessing his outstanding contributions to the Garner Trojans as
well as other teams in the State of North Carolina.

Coach Faulk is an exceptional individual whose dedication, leadership, and
accomplishments have significantly impacted our community and state. He
possesses a rare combination of talent, drive, and passion that sets him apart
from others.

One of Coach Faulk's most notable achievements is the way he treats the
game. Coach Faulk pulled me up to legion ball when | was right out of 8"
grade, at 14-years old, which makes me one of the players that played for him
the longest. | didn't know then but | have realized over the years and
appreciate at 56-years old, the impact Coach Faulk had on me and the kids
he coached.

The long practices, miles we ran, the winter gym practices, and running the
hallways of Garner High School; it all makes sense to me now. Coach Faulk
instilled values in us. These values have been with me my entire life, through
my career as a firefighter and owning two companies. | learned never to give
up no matter how bad today is, there will always be tomorrow. Balls and
strikes are part of the game, but integrity and loyalty are for a lifetime, and
regardless of the outcome of a game, your opponent wants to be treated with
the same respect.

Coach Faulk coached the game and while coaching he taught life skills, life
skills that made many of his players leaders and coaches. He was fair and
treated everyone equally regardless of their talent. He devoted time and effort
to kids with special needs by including them as team managers. He cared so
much that he even provided transportation to the kids that needed it. He
celebrated each player’'s achievement on and off the field. Coach Faulk stays
in touch with his past players and their families. An example is when my son
was playing in the World Series at Ripken Park in Myrtle Beach, Coach Faulk
showed up to support him.



Words that best describe Coach Faulk are legend, hero, teacher, and mentor.
| owe Coach Faulk a huge thank you for the difference he made in my life and
the lives of other kids that had the pleasure of being coached by him.

In addition to Coach Faulk’s professional accomplishments, he has
generously devoted time and resources to making a tangible difference in the
lives of countless individuals.

| wholeheartedly support Coach Paul Faulk, Jr., as an inductee in the North
Carolina High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame, and | believe that he
will be a valuable addition to the esteemed list of honorees.

Thank you for considering Coach Faulk for this well-deserved honor. Please
feel free to contact me if you require any further information.

Sincerely,

Tommy Mitchell
919-369-8367



October 16, 2023

NCHSAA HOF Committee
PO Box 3216

Finley Golf Course Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27515-3216

To Whomm ft May Concern:

| am writing to you today in support of the nomination of Paul Edward Faulk, Jr. for
induction into the NCHSAA Hall of Fame. | have known Coach Faulk for over 37 years
since he arrived as a coach in 1986 at South Brunswick High School in Southport, NC.
In that time the relationship that we have enjoyed goes far beyond what you might
expect of a coach and student athlete. Coach Faulk has come to be one of my closest
friends and in a lot of ways is more like a father figure in my life. | treasure the times
that we spend together, the conversations that we have, and the stories that we
reflect upon as our lives have progressed.

Coach Faulk’s accolades are well documented including leading South Brunswick
High School to the state 2A baseball championship in 1988 with an undefeated 29-0
season and a #5 national ranking in the USA Today high school baseball poll. He has
been inducted into the North Carolina Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame and the Mid-
Atlantic Scouts Association Hall of Fame for his stellar career achievements as a
Major League Baseball Scout. There are many more accolades and awards
recognizing Coach Faulk’s stellar achievements as a player, coach and scout, but itis
his investment in student athletes that long outlast the high school years that make
him so special.

¥ 1119 ¥ Shore Dr, Southpor, RC 28443 (070} 6225533




As | have mentioned, our relationship began when ! was a high school junior in 1986
and has grown over the last 37 years. Coach cared much more about me growing into
a successful person, good father and husband, and productive member of society
than any accomplishment as a part of a sports team. Coach Faulk is the kind of
person and coach that you want representing the NCHSAA as a member of this elite

group.

it would be easy to move on when student athletes graduate, but Coach Fauik works
to nurture and invest in relationships with his student athletes. It was 26 years after
graduation in 2014 when | looked across the high school gym during my son’s Senior
night for wrestling and saw my coach sitting there to cheer him on and support me.
He had made the hour and a half drive because it was a special night for my family
and he wanted to be there. It was eleven days after my dad had passed away when |
looked out into a church congregation as | was being ordained as a pastor and there
sat my coach, 33 years after we had played our last high school game.

Coach Faulk is always there to lend a listening ear, talk about iife, reminisce, or just
catch up. His successes are many, but his legacy will not be wins and fosses on the
field, but the young men who he has invested his life to encourage and serve. My
experience is one of so many, because Paul Faulk the man is far greater than Paul
Faulk the coach, and with the successes he has achieved, that speaks volumes.

Adding Coach Faulk to the NCHSAA Hall of Fame is worthy recognition of one North
Carolina’s greatest student athletes and coaches.

Sincerely,
F.E. “WoodyX Walls

South Brunswick High School Class of 1988

State 2A baseball championship team member
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