






































�d-year boys coach Mike Absher has Davie off to a fast start for the second year in a row. 

rns, Smith Take Turns Dominating 
iued From Page Bl Howell and Price sank eight when Howell got a steal and � complemented one an- straight free throws to withstand looked ahead .... Josh Aiken, a \eautifully against East North's persistent rallies and 6-4 junior with raw athletic abil-too, with Burns hitting overcome 31 points from junior ity, debuted off the bench with shots for 19 points to go Dieza Blue. Price hit 4-of-4 free three points and seven rebounds. tith eight rebounds, six throws for IO points and How- Davie 79, E. Rowan 63 nd four assists. Ryan ell canned all four of his free Price gave Davie just what it ree-pointers sent Davie throws. needed, another bullet in the lfnanding lead in the first Possibly a sign of good things chamber. The junior found his �ut Smith showed amaz- to come was the fact Davie shot long-range marksmanship in the �ress from his varsity 36 percent and still maintained first half and sent Davie to a 23-

tre campaign again with a lead over the final 27 minutes. 11 lead against Jim Young, who s, seven rebounds and The cold night didn't matter be- guided Davie to 77 wins from ts. He hit 7-of-8 field cause Davie's defense held 1997-98 to 2001-02.p 5-of-6 foul shots. North scoreless over a span of "We've been getting plenty of )s is a great player, and 13 possessions in the first half, points in the paint, so we needed • nice team," Brunelli Davie made 13�of-15 fourth- an outside threat, and Ryan can[e r11aHy_focussed on quarter_fre.e._throws and_it_be_oQ�," Absher said. .-tJt \ ,ton't know in our --&rushed North on the boards 50- l?nce rainecitfiree three-po nr-l;e (R�.k:yjliy_er 2:Aa..if ">O ers qn the Mustangs in the first 
• A .icnter"IIS �trong as "If you play defense and re- half, went 4-of-6 from down-'s fundamentally bound, you're always going to town overall and finished with 
� the War Eagles never �r Price's 3 provided a t,ey had a fight on their ghout. With the mar-� 52-49 with l :47 left, 

have a chance," Absher said. "A 16 points. Bums and Smith led lot of times we tell Bums to just with 19 and 17 points respec­stay at the goal, almost like a free tively, and Michael Mashore safety. He's running the floor, added eight points and 14 re­finishing, rebounding and play- bounds as Davie pushed its lead ing defense." to 25 in the third quarter. Notes: Burns had two thun- "Coach told me just to let � a charge, Bums re­missed 3 that would derous dunks, one off a sweet loose," Price said. "Either I was , and Smith, Travis pass from Smith and the other open or I had a smaller guy. 
ie Boys Basketball Statistics 

Record: 3-0, 0-0 CPC 

Gms Pts Rebs Avg Assists Avg PPG 3 59 31 10.3 4 l.3 19.6 3 51 18 6.0 13 4.3 17.0 3 32 12 4.0 2 0.3 10.6 3 25 35 11.6 6 2.0 8.3 3 17 7 2.3 8 2.6 5.6 2 10 12 6.0 0 0.0 5.0 3 12 8 2.6 9 3.0 4.0 3 8 4 1.3 3 1.0 2.6 2 4 l 0.5 2 l.O 2.0 2 0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 72.6 
s 62.6 

3.-.PoinU>J'Q! o.-:- � c,_,o.L A 

Their guards were a whole lot smaller than me and Fu." "They've got a good inside­out combination," Young said, "and we couldn't stop them." Aiken had seven points, five rebounds and three steals. Bran­don Capwell had six points and five assists. And for the second game in a row, Howell went 4-of-4 from the line. Notes: In the decisive first quarter, Price had six points, Burns five and Aiken and Mashore four each .... Absher had to hurt some feeJings Monday, when he auditioned football layers for_yte last time.and mado nna1 cuts .... Davie plays noncon­ference games against North Ire­dell at home on Dec. 4 and at North on Dec. 9. Davie 60, North Stanly 56 Cliff Bums 18, Matt Smith 15, Ryan Price IO, Travis Howell 6, Michael Mashore 6, Josh Aiken 3, David Schweit 2. Davie 79, East Rowan 63 -Burns 19, Smith 17, Price 16, Mashore 8, Aiken 7, Brandon Capwell 6, Howell 4, Schweit 2. 

Josh Aiken twists and turns toward the bas 

Cliff Burns is soaring at 19.6 points and 10.3 re 



tsoys 
clinch 
first title 
since '70 
By Brian Pitts 
Davie Enterprise Record 

This is really happening. 
Davie's boys basketball team 

has won the regular-season cham-
pionship for the first time in 49 
years. Davie has reached 20 Ws for 
the fifth time in its 63-year history. 
At 20-1, Davie has equaled the 
greatest 21-game r ecord in history. 
Davie has locked up first place in 
the Central Piedmont Conference 
with two games to spare. 

"It's hard to express what this 
means," 17th-year coach Mike 
Absher said. "After (Friday's game 
at Glenn), I usually don't have a 
problem finding words and what 
to say, but that was special. They 
really played together." 

The War Eagles toppled West 
Forsyth and Glenn last week with­
out leading scorer/rebounder Owen 
McCormack, who left early in the 
West game with a sprained ankle. 
Against West, Michael Walton 
played hero with 31 career-high 
points. At Glenn on Feb. 8, it was 
Jacob Hendrix's turn to do the hon­
ors. He poured in a career-high 26. 

At the end of the third quarter, 
McCormack had zero points, of 
course, because he was in street 
clothes. The No. 2 scorer, Walton, 
had one point. Yet Davie held a 
six-point lead. That's perseverance. 
That's a team with a lot of answers. 

"If you'd told me going into the 
fourth quarter that your top two 

YYCl1 

picks u·p 

slack 
with 31 
By Brian Pitts 
Davie Enterprise Record 

The Davie varsity boys baskc 
ball team beat visiting West Forsy 
67-52 on Feb. 5, pushing its wit
nmg streak to nme, protecting i
two-game lead over second-pl�
Reynolds and sustaming its be
overall and league records sini
the 1968-69 and 1969-70 season

But it wasn't all roses. Davie 
swagger was tempered by an inju 
to 6-9 senior Owen McCormao 
who leads the team in scoring al 
rebounding. 

McCormack, who scored! 
team-high 17 points m a 57 � 
win at West on Jan. 18 and ente 
this one with 908 career poi 
suffered a sprained ankle f, 
minutes into the game, was helR 
off the court and did not return. l 
was averaging 14.9 points. Bef4 
this unfortunate developmel 
he would have joined teamm1 
Michael Walton in the 1,000-pd 
club if Davie played the minim1 
number of games going forw 
and McCormack averaged 15. 

"The good news is nothing " 
broken," coach Mike Absher s• 

Should McCormack miss i 
tended time, it's the kind of � 
that can wreck a first-place � 
With Davie getting zero poi 
from its big man, Michael Wall 
carried the War Eagles to 11 
overall and 7-0 in the Central Pi 
mont Conference with a career ti 
of.31 ®irus. 



orts 
Boys End Tabor Jinx 
By Brian Pitts 
Davie Enterprise Record 

When Mt. Tabor's varsity boys bas­
ketball team carved Davie's 17-point 
lead to 52-51 at the end of the third 
quarter on Feb. I , a little voice was 
whispering to Davie, "Not again.• 

The War Eagles were supposed to 
cnck against a team that had defeated 

them 16 consecutive times. But they 
refused. Everyone was anxious to learn 
if Davie was a pretender or a contender. 
and Davie became the latter, slaying 
an 8,000-pound Gorilla by the score 
of 80-70. 

The win gave Davie (16-3, 5-2) a 
share of second in the Central Piedmont 
Conference. How good was this for 
Davie? It felt too-good-to-be-true good. 

Tabor ( 18-3, 5-2) cmte in ranked ninth 
in the state, arid its only CPC loss was 
to undefeated Reagan. 

"It was just amazing to me," Davie 
coach Mike Absher said the next day. 
"I didn't sleep at all last night, and it 
wasn't from stress, I can promise you 
that. I don't use tlus word very often, 

Please See Jim· Page BS 
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. Junior guard Nate Jones dishes off as Reynolds tries to take a charge. At right, Raheem Martin soars for a scoop shot. • Photos by James Barring

Cody Comes To Rescue, Davie Wins In OT 
By Brian Pitts 
Davie Enterprise Record 

Beating Mt. Tabor on the road and 
then losing to Reynolds at home would 
have been a real letdown. Davie's men­
tal sun would not have come up Satur­
day morning if the War Eagles' varsity 
boys would have lost here Friday. 

The War Eagles had to work very 
hard, but they managed to check anoth­
er foe off the list with a wild and woolly 
75-67 overtime decision that thrilled

their standing-room-only crowd. 
The win, coupled with Tal>Qr's 

two-point loss to undefeated Reagan, 
put Davie ( 17-3, 6-2 Central Piedmont 
Conference) in sole possession of sec­
ond with one week left in the regular 
season. 

Cody Martin rescued Davie at the 
end of regulation, and Nate Jones got 
Davie rolling in OT. 

"We talked about this being the ul­
timate trap game, and Reynolds played 
really good," coach Mike Absher said. 

"They made sme big-time shots, 
and we missed oounch of easy ones. 
Reagan hit a sho•t the buzzer to beat 
Reynolds 69-67.fhen Reynolds beat 
North Davidson V 12. They're young 
and they're conng on right now. I 
still say (the CPI) is one of the best 
leagues in the stte. Gosh, Reynolds 
is tough." 

The outcome •as a testament to the 
foul shooting of Jnes and Cody. Jones 
hit 14 of 15 free trows and Cody six of 
six. Jones finisbecwith 30 points. What 

else is new? It was his third straight 
30-point game. 

Cody came through with 18 points 
and eight rebounds. Shannon Dillard 
contributed 11 points, nine rebounds 
and three blocks. Raheem Martin 
chipped in nine points, seven rebounds 
and three assists. Caleb, passing first 
and shooting second since moving to 
point guard, had three points and five 

Davie appeared to put Reyno 
down for the count when Cody hit 
free throws for a 54-48 lead. But Re 
olds capped a 7-0 run with a 3-poi 
that gave the Demons a 55-54 lead 

This game was flat-out fun to wa 
Both teams hit shots that kill the 
ponent's spirit, but both teams sho 
the same resilience. 

Jones drove for a 56-55 Davie I 
assists. Reynolds hit from the perimeter, 

In the first quarter, Davie went from ting Davie in a 57-56 hole wit 
7-0 down to an 18-17 lead. � See Cody • Pag 
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av1e -unKs 
BY Snv• HANF 

Salisbury Post 

For the most part, 28-2 runs 
in the fourth quarter speak 
volumes all on their own. 

Davie County's surge 

Davie 61 
Salisbury 58 

against Sal­
isbury in the 
c h a m p i­
onship game 

of the Sam Moir Christmas 
Classic came with an excla­
mation point. 

The War Eagles overcame 
a 19-point fourth-quarter 
deficit to win their third 
Christmas tournament, getting 
a rousing 67-S8 victory over 
the Hornets on Tuesday night 
at Catawba College's Goodman 
Gym. Top-seeded Davie forced 
11 turnovers and scored 3S 
points in the period, but one se­
quence stole the show. 

Salisbury still led SS-49 
when Davie's Clifford Burns 
picked up a loose ball in the 
lane. He sent a long pass up to 
Josh Aiken, who soared for a 
one-handed dunk over Kenny 
Abel. When the ensuing free 
throw dropped, the War Eagles 
trailed by just three points and 
exuded an air of confidence 
that their rally would not come 
up short. 

"That dunk was awesome. I 
practice dunks and that one 
right there was really exciting, 
I got up high," said Aiken, who 
scored 10 of his 17 points in the 
final period. "I've got height, 
so why not dunk it? Plus we 
were down and I was mad 
about losing, so I got up." 

And the Hornets got down. 
"That's what hyped them 

up," Abel said. "We couldn't 
come back from that." 

Salisbury kept throwing 
away the ball and Davie kept 
capitalizing. Matt "Foo" Smith, 
who scored 11 of his 13 in the 
fourth quarter, converted a 
fastbreak layup and two free 
throws to finally put Davie 
ahead 56-S5 at the 1:49 mark. 

1\vo more Hornet turnovers 
and two missed shots followed 
as the lead ballooned all the 
way to 62-SS before Patrick 
Doleman's 3-pointer with 13 
seconds remaining. 

His shot ended a drought of 
--- .-.. • .,,, 1 

JAMEi 8AAMCGEAISALIS8URY POST 

WE LOVE IT: Davie coach Mike Absher and his War Eagles enjoy the final moments. 

"I've got height, so why not dunk it? Plus, 
we were down and I was mad about 

losing, so I got up. " 
DAYIE'I J09H Allca 

on slam dunk that turned the tide 

the final quarter, and the 11 
turnovers led to easy buckets 
for the War Eagles: 11-for-18 
in the quarter after a woeful 
shooting night early. 

"It just went away from us," 
Hornets head coach Bill Lee 
said. "We were searching for an 
answer to take control of the 
game and we just didn't have it." 

Aiken, Smith, Michael 
Mashore (13 points) and Burns 
(10) led the way for Davie (8-
2), which scored 49 points in 
the second half. Second-seed­
ed Salisbury (5-4) got 20 points 
from Scotty Robinson and 13 
from Abel, most coming in the 
dominating first half. 

The Hornets led 8-0 imme­
diately and 16-9 after the first 
---- ♦hon!r:a tA�ht .. noi.nta 

The margin reached 18 at half. 
time as the War Eagles had 
just two more points (18) than 
turnovers. 

"The first three quarters 
was pretty bad," said Smith, 
Davie's point guard. "We 
weren't playing our normal 
game, not hustling, not getting 
back on D, and they were get­
ting easy shots while we were 
taking bad shots." 

Davie's goal for the third 
quarter was to cut the lead in 
half. Instead, the margin 
climbed as high as 20 and 
stood at 16 entering the fourth 
quarter after Robinson tallied 
eight more points. 

Two quick jumpers from 
Greene left Salisbury leading 
S3,3L but.the_aacb started to 

Hornet point guard Jarmal 
Davis, saddled with four 
fouls, couldn't play his ag­
gressive full-court defense. 
The Hornets tried to ease the 
pressure ever so slightly, but 
Davis still fouled out with 
3:13 to play. 

"We've been asking them to 
play one style the whole season. 
The pace was much to our lik­
ing," Lee said. "We asked them 
to back off a little because of 
foul trouble with Janna! and a 
bit of fatigue with some of the 
other kids. Once we made that 
shift in gears, we weren't able 
to shift back into high mode. 
Davie County smelled blood 
and did a terrific job." 

The very next possession 
following Davis' departure, he 

-~ --

orne s 

/AV� 

20 
JAIES BAflRINGl!R/SALISBURY POST 

BOYS MVP: War Eagle Cliff Burns soars above the rim for 
an easy layup. 

Aiken's thunderous dunk. 
"Obviously the momentum 

had shifted, but I think that 
play got us over the hump," 
War Eagles head coach Mike 
Absher said. "So much of the 
time you make runs like that, 
but you don't ever get the lead 
or tie it, and then they'll make 
one basket and stop that run 
pretty quick. It was a big play." 

■ 

NOTES: Salisbury won't.have 
long to dwell on last night's 
loss. The Hornets start a 
stretch of four conference 
games in seven days Friday at 
home against East Davidson. 
"We just have to remind them 
of the good things we did, show 
them how we got into the finals 
and put out of our minds what 
..__.___ &........ ........ ,,_J AA c;puf of 

his team's mindset. "We're do­
ing a lot of good things, we just 
have to finish games. We have 
to get a little more leadership 
when things aren't going well." 1 
... Aiken's 10 boards helped 
Davie outrebound Salisbury 
32-24 .... The turnover battle, 
evened out late, with Davi� 
holding a 2S-24 edge. • 

SAUS8URY (58)- $.Robinson 20, � 
13, Doleman 9, Greene 7, Hamilton 4, PO#' 
el 3, Wll1<enion 2, Holsey, Davis, Kerr. 

DAVIE COUNTY (U) - Aiken 11 
Mashore 13, Sml1h 13, Bums 1 o. Howen 4, 
Price 4, Morgan 2, McNel 2, Capwell, CollirW 

Sallabury 1e 20 12 10 - � 
Davie County 9 9 14 35 - If 

■ 

Contact Steve Hanf at 704-
797-4256 or shanj@salisburj, 
nru:t com. 
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Davie Reaches Rare Heights With 17th Win 
By Brian Pitts 
Davie Enterprise Record 

• After years of being irrel­
evant as a VCR. happy days are 
really, truly here at long last for 
Davie boys basketball. 

The War Eagles entered 
Wednesday's home showdown 
with undefeated Reagan at 17-3 
overall and 6--2 in the Central 
Piedmont Conference. 

This season has brought a 
remarkable change of fortunes. 
Coach Mike Absher was 81-
119 in his first eight years here. 
Davie went 17-63 in the CPC 
during that time. Three of the 
past five teams finished with six 
wins. Only two of Absher's pre­
vious eight teams finished above 
.500. Absher is the same coach 
he was during a 1 2-38 slide 
from 2005-06 through 2006-
07. As a matter of fact, Davie 
was a long-time punching bag 
before Absher. The difference 
is simple: Absher's got some 
dudes on this team. In the past 
he had a bunch of guys. You've 
got to have some dudes. 

No one could deserve this 
revival more than Absher. No 
one deserves to direct his team 
before a packed gym more than 
Absher, who has long labored 
with insufficient talent but has 
long been a member of the Good 
Guys Hall of Fame. Even during 
the lean years, he always greeted 
you with a friendly smile. 

"If any coach deserves a 
season like this, it's Mike," as­
sistant coach Tim Kenney said. 
"He hasn't changed one bit from 

Absher 

wiMing six or seven games to 
having this kind of year. He's 
doing great floor coaching and 
making great adjustments. He's 
motivating the guys and making 
great gameplans. lt's a lot of fun 
to coach with Mike." 

Davie's run has multiplied 
the fan base. The crowds haven't 
been this large since 1999-00, 
when Duane Phillips led Davie 
to a record 21 wins. A different 
generation will tell you this is 
how the crowds were for every 
home game in the '60s and 
'70s. 

"I don't recall a crowd like 
this," Kenney said after Friday's 
overtime win over Reynolds. 
"Maybe the last time we had 
a crowd like this was when we 
beat Reynolds (in 2000). The 
crowd support was phenomenal 
tonight. I've never seen this kind 
of support in Davie County be­
i.>re. It's really good to sec. And 
the Davie Crazies are awesome. 

Everette 

I would encourage them to keep 
coming out and tell their friends 
and cousins and relatives and 
grandma and grandpa and pack 
that gym.'' 

• TIie War Eagles have soared 
to rare heights. With their 17th 
win, they became just the sev­
enth Davie team to reach that 
plateau in the school's 55-year 
history. Davie went 17-5 under 
coach Jack Ward in 1962, 20-3 
under Bob Henry in 1969, 17-7 
under Henry in 1970, 18-7 under 
Denny Key in 1988,21-6 undcr 
Jim Young in 2000 and 17-8 
under Absher in 2005. 

What's more, Davie has six 
CPC wins for the first time in 16 
years (1995). 

• The War Eagles have the 
inside track to second and a 
remote shot at a share of first. 
Reagan is 8-0, Davie 6-2 and 
Tabor 5-3. Davie needs a lot of 
things to go right, but it has a 
shot at a split title. It needs to 

Kenney 

beat Reagan and North David­
son this week and get help from 
Reynolds against Reagan. 

If everything worlcs out per­
fectly, Davie will have a confer­
ence tjtle for the first time since 
1970. But second in this league 
would be an accomplishment. 

• Junior shooting guard Nate 
Jones put up an incredible three­
game string, scoring 36, 38 and 
30 points in consecutive games. 
It was the first time a War Eagles 
scored 30-plus in three straight 
since Sean Stevens scored 33, 
43 and 33 in 2001-02. 

• Davie made a huge state­
ment when it went to Tabor and 
ended an 0-16 streak against the 
Spartans, 80-70. It was the first 
win over Tabor since 1999-00, 
and Davie did it against a team 
that was ranked ninth in 4-A and 
started five seniors. 

Davie left the Spartans be­
wildered by shooting 55 percent 
overall and 62 percent on two-

pointers. It committed just 11 
turnovers. 

"(Tabor coach Andy Muse) 
said: 'Y'all are good enough to 
play with anybody in the state,"' 
Abshe� said proudly. 

• Absher liked the War Ea­
gles' reaction to the break­
through. They didn't act like 
they deserved a parade. They 
celebrated maturely. They acted 
like they're hungry for more. 

"The buzz on the way home 
wasn't just crazy yelling and 
-that kind of stuff," Absher said. 
"They were very cahn. That's a 
great sign. They realize there's 
still more work to be done." 

• The freshman twins (Caleb 
and Cody Martin) are des­
tined for Division I careers. 
They're exceptionally focussed 
for 14-ycar-olds, and they bring 
maximum energy and effort all 
day, every day. 

An Xavier coach was on 
hand at Tabor. Wake Forest 
assistant coach Jeff Battle ob­
served Davie's practice Feb. 2. 
Absher handed the twins letters 
from Wake after the Reynolds 
game. The twins are hardly the 
only recruits. Juniors Shannon 
Dillard and Jones arc serious 
prospects. 

"There were three college 
coaches in attendance (at Tabor), 
so the word is getting out," Ab­
sher said. "It's rcaJly,really good 
stuff to watch." 

• Absher deflected credit to 
his assistants. Davie's 1-3-1 
fullcourt trap worked beautifully 
at Tabor, thanks in part to Lance 
Everette's tweaking. 

"We switched around the way 
we rotated in it, and it's a huge 
reason we got up 34-17 ," Absher 
said. "The coaching staff said if 
we' re going to continue to press, 
then we're going to have to 
make some kind of adjustment 
because everybody in the league 
is good. I give coach Everette a 
lot of credit. He· worked on the 
rotation. He's really spent a lot 
of time with them in practice. 
He's got them believing they 
can do it, and the last two games 
(West Forsyth, Tabor) it's been 
very effective." 

Absher heaped praise upon 
Kenney for Davie's gimmick 
defense on Tabor's Trey Ervin. 
Kenney introdu�pi the Rocket. 

"It was a box-and-one on 
Ervin, but we didn't do it the 
old-school way," Absher said. 
"I was like: 'I can't watch Ervin 
do this again.' He was the CPC 
Player of the Year a year ago, 
and he can single-handedly 
keep them in the game. Kenney 
said: 'Well, coach, here is what 
we used to do.' After I saw how 
Kenney taught it, I was like: 
'Wow."' 

Johnny Miller's gift is moti­
vating. He learned from Cataw­
ba Hall of Farner Sam Moir, 
playing for Catawba's greatest 
team in 1982 

"You can't put a value on 
the types of things that coach 
Miller does," Absher said. "He's 
constantly evaluating and saying 
things to those guys that they 
just need to hear. He's been 
tremendous.·• 



Coach Mike Absher has guided the Davie boys to 17 wins for the second straight year. At right, Cody Martin battles for a rebound. - Photos by James Barringer

Rout Gives Davie Boys Share Of Second, 
By Brian Pitts 
Davie Enterprise Record 

The Davie boys basketball team's 
80-78 loss at Reagan in the first game 
of last week evoked memories of other 
painful defeats. Davie has five losses by 
a combined IO points. 

Not to worry. lt an ended wen. 
North Davidson represented gravy 

to Davie's hungry wolves, and the War 
Eagles destroyed visiting North 90-63 
in the final regular-season game. 

The win put Davie and Reagan in 
a tie for second behind Mt. Tabor. But 
Davie's win over Tabor (the Spartans 
swept Reagan) gave Davie the No. 2 
seed and a first-round bye in this week's 
-co.nference tournament at Reagan. The
semifinals were Feb. 15 and the finals

The War Eagles tied for second for 
the second year in a row. That's an ac­
complishment - especially when you 
consider Caleb Martin bas been out 
since December - for a program that 
sputtered to I 0-44 in the league from 
2005-06 through 2009-10. 

Much to home side's delight, the 
War Eagles avenged a fluky 59-56 loss 
to North in Welcome, and they did it on 
Senior Night for Adam Smith, Kevin 
Miller, Davis Absher, Shannon Dillard 
and Nate Jones. 

"The biggest thing was we forced a 
tempo and they played at a speed they 
weren't comfortable with," coach Mike 
Absher said. "We could never make 
them do that over there. In the second 
half we went back to our fullcourt zone 
press, which we hadn't done much of 

there. We thought if we could get them 
down, then we could bury them." 

Earlier in the week at Reagan, 
it was a lost opportunity for Davie. 
After belting Reagan 73-55 in the first 
meeting, when Davie led 44-29 at the 
half and coasted to its first series win 
in seven ·tries, the War Eagles saw 
their three-game winning streak go up 
in smoke. , 

Offense was hardly the problem; 
Davie hit 55 percent of its shots. De­

fense was a major problem. Braeshaun 
Dozier scored a routine 26, but two 
Raiders who did little in Mocksville 
rose to the occasion. Caleb Anthony 
scored 17 after scoring six in the first 
meeting. Rashaad Roberts scored 14 
after going scoreless in Mocksville. 

Davie trailed 22-21 after one,45-42 
____ ....,. ..... , 

___ _.,...__,.,___, 

hitting eight of nine free throws. "He came over to the bench and 
Davie got solid production from told coach (TllD) Kenney that he was 

Cody Martin (25 points, six rebounds, absolutely making everything he shot 
three blocks), Jones (19 points, 11 in pregame," Absher said. "Kevin is a 
rebounds, nine assists) and Shannon good shooter, and that was awesome. I 
Dillard (11 points, IO rebounds). Pey- know that made him feel good." 
ton Sell sparked Da.vie in the first half Another reserve senior, Adam 
by hitting three straight 3-pointers for Smith, made his presence felt in the 
his biggest output in 11 games. early going, sinking a 15-foot pull-up 

Jones flirted with a rare triple- jumper for a 16-6 advantage. Smith 
double, but his game was a mixed bag played until the 2:57 mark of the first, 
because he couldn't buy a long-distance and Miller played a shade over six 
shot. minutes before taking a seat. 

Absher started 6Ye senion against The rest of the show belonged to 
North Davidson, and Kevin Miller took a battle-scarred senior - Dillard. Af• 
full advantage of the opportunity. He ter getting limited to eight points in 
buried a trey eight seconds into the Welcome, Dillard redeemed himself 
game, then hit another 90 seconds in with 25 points and eight rebounds. He 
for a 6-2 lead. Casual fans were ask- converted eight of 11 field goals and 
ing: Who is this Miller guy? The lefty seven of nine foul shots while posting 

,!.j.+J. - eeeeemd i.o �ofthe., his.ei2bJh.20-�aame. 
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