NORTH CAROLINA HIGH SCHOOL
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
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IV. PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

IN CHART BELOW, PLEASE LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY THE NOMINEE'S POSITION
(COACH, PRINCIPAL, ETC.) AND OTHER APPROPRIATE DATA

CIVIC/ICHARITABLE ACTIVITIES
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HONORS
(PLEASE LIST HONORS EARNED IN COLLEGE, POST GRADUATE WORK, AWARDS FROM CIVIC CLUBS, ETC.)
(EXAMPLE: PHIBETA KAPPA, MAGNA CUM LAUDE, JAYCEE PERSON OF THE YEAR, ETC.)

V. PHOTOGRAPH

ATTACH A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE NOMINEE
{preferably head and shoulder shot, wallet size)

VI. SUPPORT OF CANDIDACY

Using whatever supportive data you may wish, please describe the activities and accomplishments of this candidate which make
him/her a viable candidate for the North Carolina High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame. Please remember that only thorough
and complete documentation will be considered. Two letters of recommendation (minimum} will be necessary, and newspaper articles,
etc., in support may also be submitted.

The committee shall seek to honor those who have directly influenced the history and evolution of the North Carglina High School
Athletic Association. Attachments are considered appropriate.

FOR OFFICE USE: DATE RECEIVED
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Dean McElrath
Coaching Statistics

30+ years of teaching and coaching

Began coaching in 1975 at East Rutherford High School. Here he coached baseball, softball,
basketball and football. He started the softball program at East Rutherford High School. He also
received Coach of the Year for softball in 1979.

Dean moved to Owen High School for the 1979-1980 school year, where he coached softball
(Varsity Head Coach), basketball (Varsity Head Coach}, volleyball (asst.} and football (Middle
School Head Coach).

Softball Awards and Accomplishments:
1999-Owen Softball won the 2A State Championship; Dean McEirath-Head Coach
2000-Owen Softball won the 2A State Championship; Dean McEirath-Head Coach
2000-National Federation Coaches Associations-NC Softball Coach of the Year
2000-Asheville Citizen-Times Coach of the Year
2007-Inducted into the Charles D. Owen High School Hall of Fame
1979-Coach of the Year while at East Rutherford High School-Softball
1989, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001-Western Highlands Softball Coach of
the Year.
-From 1993-2000-Owen was consecutive Conference Champions throughout these years.
-In 2001, Dean McElrath was ranked 4th in the NCHSAA Softball Coaches State Ranking.
-Dean’s overall softball record was 483-101
-State Records: 7th in Consecutive Wins with 46 1997-1998 (Owen HS)

T10th in Most Runs in One Game with 44 (Owen HS)

4th in Most Hits in a Game with 32 (1996-Owen HS)

16th in Most Hits in a Season with 328 (2000-Owen HS)

Basketball:

He was at East Rutherford HS for 5 years as an assistant; 1974-1980

Coached at Owen HS: Men'’s Basketball-5 years as varsity head coach 1997-2001
1999-made it to the 3rd round of the state playoffs; won sectionals

2001-Chosen to be the Blue-White All-Star Basketball Coach

Football:

Middle School Head Coach-Owen MS for 4 years
Coached Brad Johnson from 1980-1982

Team record was 33-5-2



-He was a member of the NCHSAA for 22 years. He would have done all 30 except for medical
reasons that caused him to miss the clinic and not knowing about it in his first few years of
teaching and coaching.

-Dean volunteered many years coaching youth recreational league softball in Black Mountain,
NC.

-Dean has spent many seasons since retirement, helping as a volunteer coach at Owen High
School in softball and men’s basketball.

-He helped start the Black Mountain Committee for Better Sports which provided recreational
sports for the youth of Black Mountain.

-He received the Brad Johnson Trust Fund Award in 1991 and 1999. This award goes to the
educator who has made outstanding and dedicated contributions in the lives of Owen athletes.



My name is Jennifer Greene, and | was a student-athelete at Owen High School from
1997-2000. During this time, | participated in varsity softball, and was lucky enough to be
coached by Dean McElrath. Coach Mac, as we called him, is exactly the kind of person who can
represent the NC High Schoal Athietic Association Hall of Fame with full integrity. Coach Mac is
a coaching legacy with 30+ years of teaching and coaching, beginning at East Rutherford High
School in 1975 and ending at Charles D. Owen High School. He has coached basketball,
football, volleyball, and softball.

In my years at Owen, as a softball player, we won 4 consecutive conference
championships of his 8 consecutive conference championships at Owen. We were the 1999 and
2000 2A State Champions. In 2000, Coach Mac was the National Federation Coaches
Assaciation - NC Softball Coach of the Year and the Asheville Citizen Times Coach of the Year.
He was the Western Highlands Conference Coach of the Year in the years 1989, 1994, 1995,
1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, and 2001. His coaching record was 483 wins to 101 losses. In
2007, he was inducted in the Charles D. Owen High School’'s Sports Hall of Fame. That's a lot
of winning. I'm glad to have been a small part of those wins.

He was the kind of coach anyone would be lucky to have. He was patient, calm, funny,
and encouraging. He rarely raised his voice, and would never speak to his players in a way that
would embarrass or demean them. His standards were still high. He wanted to win games. And
we wanted to win games with him!

While coaching and winning are among his accomplishments, his greatest
accomplishments have been off the field. He is best known for his character - honest, kind,
hard-working. He is a husband, father, grandfather, and an admired member of his community.
While | was lucky enough to be coached by him, | was also lucky enough to get to know him as
a human. | have made friends with his children and have been able to watch his grandchildren
grow up being admired by him. Coach Mac attends all their events - sporting, theatric,

academic. He did this for his children as well. This is the kind of person he shows himself to be



to everyone who knows him. In 2007, when he was inducted into the Charles D. Owen Sports
Hall of Fame, | introduced him on stage. | could not hold back the tears while speaking about
the kind of coach and friend that | have in Coach Mac. He has been an integral part of my
childhood and is a part of some of my life’s best memories. He is a perfect example of someone

who deserves to also be inducted into the NC High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. | hope you will consider Dean McElrath for his

honor.

Jennifer Greene



9/7/2024
To Whom It May Concern,

It is my pleasure to write to you today to recommend Coach Dean McElrath for
the NC Softball Hall of Fame. He has been a well respected coach throughout western
North Carolina for many years now.

| have known Coach McElrath since 1990 when | was a student in his World
Geography class. As his student, | recall that he developed wonderful connections with
students in his class. We all knew he cared about us.

In 1999, | was given the opportunity to coach alongside Coach McElrath. Even
though | didn't know much about the sport, | was so excited to coach softbhall with him.
He quickly taught me about coaching softball. He led our team to a state
championship not only in 1999, but also 2000. As | learned about coaching from him,
we coached our team to back to back state championships.

| am not alone in my respect for Coach McElrath. He is well respected by others
who have coached with him and have coached against him. This is evidenced by his
awards such as conference Coach of the Year, WNC Coach of the Year, etc.

Coach McElrath is a very deserving nominee for the NC Softball Hall of Fame.
He has a unique approach to motivating his players to be the very best they can be. He
brings out the best in those who coach with him. He will bring respect to what it means
to be a member of the Hall of Fame.
Sincerely,
Jack Slaughter
Coach, OHS
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Top Coaching Marks Listed As Reported By Schools

Each school in the North Carolina High School Athletic
Association is required 10 complete a School Information Sheet, and
this document contains a lot ol lacts and tisures about each ol the
NCHSAA's 334 member schools. This information is used in a variety
ot ways. including sports mailings. entries in the NCHSAA Directory.
and the listing of coaches” career records.

Association intern Jasen Tamt did an outstanding job going
through the information sheets. compiling their lists and following up
with phone calls where necessarv so thac this iist might be published.
The following lists are not intended to be comprehensive or complete.
but are based on those schools which returned School Information
Sheets containing this information.

We have taken care 1 make this list as accurate as possible.
These records are for active coaches onlv. and it a coach at vour
schonl or in vour area is not listed. it is probably because the records
were not included on the form. If there are additions or corrections.
please let us know because we want it to be as accurate as pussible.

This has become sort of an annual tradition in the Builetin, We
appreciate all those schools which take the time to submit the infor-
mation. and we appreciaie the efforts of our interns to do the
research.

We are giad to recognize these outstanding teachers and coaches
trom across the state of North Carolina.

Career Coaching Marks

as submitted by member schools on School Information Sheets

FOOTBALL (includes 1999 season)

Coach * School Record Years
L. Bob Paroli Douglas Byrd 302-144-11 42
& Jack Hollev Wallace-Rose hill 294-73-9 32
t Darvi Allen Hertlord County 294-108 15
k. Tom Brown Maiden 266-93-4 32
n Gary Whilman High Point Central 233-93 28
. Hal Stewar Triton 216-69 23
. David Geniry Murphy 210-117 29
L. Jerry Cash East Ruther{ord 208-131
. Bobby Poss AC Revnolds 205-83-1 25
0. Bob Lewis Clinton 202-97-6 30
IEN'S BASKETBALL (includes 1999-00 season)
Coach School Record Years
Ron Miller South View 601-377 35
Gene Doane South Brunswick 594-187
Butch Smart Highlands 580-414 32
Rick Wood \West Henderson 579-318 34
Bob Murphrey Avden-Grilton 540-239 35
Robert Moore Asheville 502-283* 32
Howard West 1L.J. Revnolds 471-196 27
James Howell Warren County 439-243 32
Glenn McKov Whiteville 439-114 2
) Jim Young Davie - 431-195

‘includes 221132 at collegiate level

'OMEN'S BASKETBALL (includes 1999-00 season)

Coach School Record Years
Tom Prvor Palk County 702-242 £33
Lindsev Page Banteti-Yancey 337-320¢

Sandra Langlev SouthWest Edgecombe S04-127 25,
Mike Silver MeDowedt 182-167 25
fon Amos Craham 164-224 RE]
Wavne Williams KRichmond Senior 423-242

John Ralls [edtord Senior 120-150

Jerry Hurer East Duplin 418124 25
Tommy Echwards Bunker Hill +13-199 26
Fred White Suhin A Holmes 575211 3

wlides 519-325 record an inen’s varsity vuacn

JLLEYBALL [includes 1999 season)
Coach Sl Revird Ve

Kathy Sietanon Millbrook )
Suze Pidneie Davied W, Butler L
Jar Stanley West flenderson 25
Shermy Nonis € lapel Hill 23
Rachel Coele Setithwestern Randolh 25
Susin el £nka 15
on Stncklaned ilovoard 152-95 bl |
Rubs Suton EOAL Laney IR e
Carolyie Temple West Canerer 37167 L
Howard Barnhill West Cliarlone 369-42 19
SEBALL (includes 2000 season)
{ giarth Sefinol Revord s
Ronald Vi o Rose wsth- 134 40
Jaumes Fululunn Greene Ceontral 24 E-1304 -2 39
Crary Swansimn Mount Pleasan W6-L76 X
Henry Joties Chermuvilie 163 27

3. Barrv Hall East Surry 425-213 25
G Andv Pleasant Clavion 382-242 27
7. PatJames Enka 377-173 25
8.  Bruce Bolick East Lincoln 357-299 30
% Randy Ledford South View 354-189 23
10. Milten Senier Fuquay-Varina Senior 330-195 22

MEN'S SOCCER (includes 1999 scason}
Coach Schuol Record Years

1. George Kennedy Western Guilford 548-155-37* 27
2. Zack Osborne Page +10-112-35 27
3. Bob Vroom Swanshoro 368-66-18 20
4. Steve Morgan Hickory 345-59-15 I8
3. Boris Svlvia Laney 342-109-20

6. Ron Holtsford Jacksonville 340-59-26 21
7. Herk DeGraw Grimsley 336-79-21 21
8.

319-119-21 26
306-125-32 22
287-162-18 35

Frank Ridlehoover  Polk County

9. Larmy Bosc East Mecklenburg
10. Francisco Blance  Lejeune

‘includes 140-57 an collegiate level

WOMEN'S SOCCER [includes 2000 seasoa]

Coach School Record Years
1. Zack Oshorne Pade 324-63-20 21
2. Herk Degraw Grimslev 286-37 16
. Ron Benson Chapel Hill 270-64-27 26
4. Greg Crowley South fredell 210-R0 4
3 Paul Dinkenor [Leesville Road 201-77-29 I3
6. Georae Kennedvy Western Guiliord 186-51-97
7. Ketth Donnelly Mount Tabor 179-78-22 13
8. Mike Peny Hunt 173-30 1€}
Y. Sweve Torner ¢ harles E. Jordan 171-94- 16
10, Steve Moore East Wake 14512114
SOFTBALL (inciudes 2000 season)

Coch Sethool itecord Yers
I. Aike Lambros North Davidson +23-60 20
20 Junny Flenneg South Granville 404-23-2 8
o Eddie Dees Sointly View 354-59 5
[} Deqnr MeElesnh Clandles 13, Owen B RN ] i
3. Roxanne Procrer Burns 349-6GH
Go Alary e Mash AC Revnelds S46-124 6
7. Alonie Sherriit Mexander Centeal 344-34 2
S0 Maula Yerk Richmend Cotmy 306157
b Sallve Melauren Lanrnbure Charer 126- 124 )]
FO. Aike Lovin Bunn 268163 U
WRESTLING [includes 1999.00 season)

Coach Seliol Retore ALY N
I Bl Mavbew South lredell S12-92-4 D
2o Wab Todarclivek Riverside +11h-74
G Al Sherman UL Condey WT2-Uh-4 15
Lo Grea Frev Johin M. Morcheiud 2.4 b
Ao Andy Hawks Crennmnes GAR-5T
B Jemy Winderio Can w34-24
7o Hawekdy fowen Dave S50 i
So 1 bl Wesg [Rowsin 285172 1
Ao Mike Stanbnder St \bew H L.

0. T Maesh New Bern
- Alomer Spring iJiaon

~i



NATIONAL FEDERATION OF STATE HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS

mailing address: PO Box 690 e Indianapolis, indiana (46206}
shipping address: NFHS Distribution Center e 1862 Alonze Watfard Sr. Drive (46202)

physicaj address: 690 W. Washington
Phone: 317-972-6900 » Fax: 317-822-5700 ¢ www.nfhs.org
Robert F. Kanaby, Executive Director 1

January 31, 2001

Dean McElrath

Owen High School

99 Lake Eden Rd.

Black Mountain, NC 28711

Dear Dean McElrath:

It is my honor and privilege to inform you, on behalf on the National Federation Coaches
Association (NFCA), that you have been selected to receive the 2000 coach award for
your state in the sport of Softball.

Your contributions on behalf of high school athletics are deserving of our appreciation.
You will receive a certificate of recognition from the NFCA and the National Federation
of State High School Associations (NFHS). This certificate will be sent to and
distributed by the NFCA representative in your state. We have also enclosed a ring order
in the event you wish to order one.

Congratulations on being selected to represent all the deserving coaches from your state.
Again, thank you for your many contributions to the youth of this country.

Sincerely,

:’f /} : -7
ﬂm‘{?/gd’\m#q
L
Tim Flannery
- NFCA Liaison
NFHS Assistant Director
TF:bw

enclosure

c: Kenny Ford

High School Activity Programs: An Integral Part of Education
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DEAN: McELRATH

in Recognition of Voluntarily and Unselfishly
Supporting and Advancing the Betterment

of
Black Mountain
Recreation and Parks

S o s

Chairman
Recreation Commission

Director
Recreation and Parks

February 92 ﬁm\
day of 19 \N \.&\\.l
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Certificate of Appreciation

Resr. N Elrath
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Supporting and Advancing the Betterment
of
Black Mountain
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(¥l Vi

Chairman
Recreation Commission

This E Qmu.\ of ﬂ&\ —PMP
DI x &a\m '/

Director
Recreation and Parks
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September 18, 2024

To Members of the NCHSAA Hall of Fame Selection Committee:

It is a great honor to write this letter of recommendation for Coach Dean McElrath. For any
coach, induction into the NCHSAA Hall of Fame is one of the most distinguished honors that
an individual can achieve for participation in North Carolina high school sports. Coach
Dean McElrath is the perfect candidate for this prestigious induction.

In my tenure as the principal of Charles D. Owen High School, | had the opportunity to
observe Dean McHirath's coaching abilities, as well as, his skills as a classroom teacher.,
Because he was an exemplary teacher, his students respected him and they consistently
scored high on the state end-of-course tests. Coach McHIrath's lesson plans and insistence
on teaching the curiculum standards assured that his students were prepared to succeed.

Coach McElrath was a member of the NCHSAA for twenty-two years. During his storied
coaching career, he coached football, basketball, and softball. He was the head coach of
both mens varsity basketball and varsity womens softball at Charles D. Owen High School.
In 1999 and 2000, his womens softball team won back-to-back state championships. Coach
McElrath has received numerous ‘coach of the year awards including Western Highlands
Region Coach of the Year (1989, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000 and 2001},
National Federation Coaches Association 2000 Softball Coach of the Year, and the 2000
Asheville Citizen-Times Coach of the Year. Coach McElrath is also an inductee fo the
Charles D. Owen High School Hall of Fame.

Not only has Dean McElrath achieved tremendous success as a coach, but he has also
served as an outstanding role model for the players that he has meniored. He has helped
shape these athletes into outstanding young adults. Coach McElrath exemplifies the
qualities that make him fruly an asset to his profession.

In conclusion, as an educator for thirty plus years, | have been a teacher, an assistant
principal, a principal (elementary, middle school, high school levels) an assistant
superintendent, and a superintendent in both North Carolina and South Carolina. | have
aiso served on the South Carolina State Board of Education both as a member and as the
chairperson. | say all this because during my administrative experience, | have had the
opportunity to observe and to work with many, many teachers and coaches. | would rank
Coach Dean McEIrath in the top one percent of all educators with whom | have worked. |
strongly recormmmend Dean McElrath for induction into the NCHSAA Hall of Fame.

Sincerely,

il



